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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM MARVIN
edited by KEVIN E. KEARNEY

s

years ago, a venerable man in Skaneateles, New
York, set himself to the task of recording the events of his
life. What William Marvin wrote between the pages of a lined
composition notebook was more than an autobiography. It was
a chapter in American history. What is even more significant is
that much of what Marvin recounted pertained to the history of
Florida during the critical years 1835-1866, a period which
found the nation challenged with the issues of union, disunion,
and reunion. The story which follows, then, is the story of a
man who served Florida during the territorial period and in its
first years as a fledgling state. From his vantage point, as United
States district attorney and judge of the Southern District of
Florida at Key West from 1835 to 1863; as a representative of
Monroe County in the territorial council; as a delegate to the first
constitutional convention at Saint Joseph in 1838-9; as provisional governor of Florida in 1865; and as Florida’s senator-elect in
1866, Marvin was able to view at first hand the panorama of a
period of Florida’s history as it unfolded before him. The student
of Florida history can be grateful that he recorded what he saw.
New York may claim him as her native son, but Florida can honor
him by preserving the autobiography of one of her distinguished
leaders. 1
t

IXTY -FIVE

1. The original “Autobiography” may be found at the Skaneateles Library Association, Skaneateles, New York. The discovery of the
manuscript stemmed from research on a proposed doctoral dissertation entitled, “Speaking in Florida on the Issues of Reconstruction,
1865-1868.” A search was conducted for any extant Marvin papers
in the hope that speech manuscripts or information concerning the
speaker, might be found among them. A conversation with Julien
C. Yonge supplied the essential clues which ultimately led to the discovery of the “Autobiography.” Yonge had, as early as 1923, written
B. F. Petheram, executor of the Marvin estate, expressing his interest
in Marvin. In a reply of May 18, 1923, Petheram indicated that he
would forward several Marvin manuscripts, but would retain “a
short autobiographical sketch.” Among the papers forwarded to the
Library of Florida History was a brief sketch of Marvin’s life, written by his daughter, Mrs. Harriet Marvin Ludington. This sketch
supplied several crucial facts. Marvin had resided in Skaneateles
from 1866 until the year of his death in 1902. Further, he had
served as president of the Skaneateles Library from its organization
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AUTO-BIOGRAPHY
by W ILLIAM M ARVIN
Skaneateles N Y
Jany 20, 1892
Fairfield Herkimer Co. N.Y. April 14, 1808.
My father’s Christian name was Selden. He was the son of
Dan Marvin second son of Deacon Reinold son of Captain
Reinold Marvin of Lyme, Conn. My Mother’s name was Charlotte Pratt, daughter of Benjamin Pratt of Saybrook, Conn. My
father moved himself and family then consisting of my brothers
Erastus and Richard, and sisters Sybil and Charlotte and myself,
then the infant, to Dryden, in Tompkins Co. State of New York,
in the winter of 1808-9. I grew up there in a little log-house
on a farm situated about three-fourths of a mile north of where
the village of Dryden now is. Myself and brothers worked on
the farm in summer and went to the district school in winter.
The first school I went to was kept in a little log-house quite near
my home; - in a few years, however, a frame school-house was
built at the Four Corners, or incipient village. Here I learned
spelling, reading, arithmetic, grammar, geography, and received a
few lessons imparted by the school master’s rod or ferrule to impress these elementary branches of learning more forcibly. At the
age of fifteen, I taught, during the winter, a common district
school on the Wakeley Hill about a mile and a half from my father’s house, for ten dollars a month and my board. I boarded
around among the patrons of the school as was the fashion of
that day. I had never been from home before, and when Saturday night of the first week came around and the scholars had been
dismissed, I sat down by the glowing embers of the great open
fire and cried with homesickness. I went home the next Saturday
WAS BORN IN

in 1877 until 1902. On the basis of this information, a trip to
Skaneateles in August of 1957 proved rewarding.
Biographical material on Marvin is relatively scarce. The hitherto unpublished “Autobiography” supplements such sources as: The
National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, 40 vols. (New York:
1909), XI, 379; Makers of America, 4 vols. (Atlanta: 1909-1911),
IV, 5-6; George P. Marvin, Descendants of Reinhold and Matthew
Marvin (Boston: 1904), 186; and biographical reminiscences in
Syracuse S u n d a y H e r a l d , March 5, 1899.
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and staid there until Monday Morning, when I returned to my
school. I have never been homesick since. There were in the
school a considerable number of boys and girls older than myself;
yet I succeeded in commanding their respect and obedience to
the regulations of the school. I returned home in the spring,
gave my wages to my father, and worked on the farm during the
summer. The next fall I went to Phelps, in Ontario Co. N.Y.
and taught the school in the Bannister District during the winter.
During the same winter my brother Erastus taught the district
school in the village, and my brother Richard in the Butler District. Three brothers teaching schools in the same town at the
same time. The tradition in that town handed down to the
present day is: that we taught good schools. I returned to the
farm in the spring and worked on it in the summer. The next
winter I taught the school in the Hildreth district in Phelps and
returned again to the farm in the summer. I gave my wages for
both winters to my father. The next fall, being now past eighteen
years of age, and beginning to feel a little bit the pride and ambition of early manhood, and my pride being a little offended at
what I conceived to be a neglect on the part of my brother Erastus
to answer a letter asking him to get a school for me in Phelps
where he then was, I determined to cut loose from my brothers,
and seek my own fortune in my own way independent of any aid
from them. My father had given me a good suit of clothes and
about twenty dollars to defray my expenses in going out to Phelps
and to have some money left. I started in the month of October
on foot to go to Phelps, but changed my mind at Ithaca and instead of going to Phelps I there took the stage-coach to Owego.
At this place, I ate at my breakfast eels taken from the Susquehannah River for the first time in my life, not knowing at that
time that they were eels. I have enjoyed the eating of them ever
since without ever thinking of “snakes.” I walked the greater part
of the way through the States of Pennsylvania, and Maryland to
Bladensburg near Washington City. I now and then, however,
hired a ride in the stage-coach and occasionally got little short
rides in some farmer’s wagon going on the road. I was about two
weeks making this journey, stopping for a day or more at Wilkesbarre, Harrisburg, York and Baltimore. I frequently stopped on
the road at some farmer’s house and staid all night. I staid over
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one Sunday at a German farmer’s house and went to the little
church in the neighborhood where the services and sermon were
in the German language. If a young fellow should undertake at
the present day to make the same journey in the same way, he
would in all probability be arrested in his progress and be confined in prison as a tramp; but I was everywhere kindly received
and entertained. In some instances freely, and in others for a
small compensation.
On arriving at Bladensburg I had only twenty-five cents in
money left. I stopped over night at the principal hotel. Of course,
I could not pay for my night’s lodging and breakfast. In the
morning after breakfast, I told the Landlord who was an old and
courteous gentleman, of my imprecunious condition. Instead of
cursing and swearing at me, he treated me as kindly and gently
as he could possibly have treated his own son. He was probably
attracted by my ruddy and beardless face and open, frank demeanor. He asked me what I could do. I told him I could teach a
school. He said he thought there was room for one in that village. In less than two hours afterwards, I had hired a suitable
room and seen the father or Mother of nearly one half of the
families in the village, and asked them to send their children to
my School. My school flourished, and I made and saved some
money. I got board at a moderate price with a man and his wife
who kept a tailor’s shop. On Saturdays and holidays I did not
keep the school open, and frequently took these occasions to walk
into Washington five miles distant to see the city which at that
time was not wholly confined to Pennsylvania Avenue but nearly
so. I attended the President’s reception held in the East Room
of the White House, on the 4 th of July 1827, and shook hands
with the President John Quincy Adams. There were not more
than twenty or thirty persons present at the time. Among them
were several foreign Ministers each wearing his court dress. Richand Rush, and James Barber, Members of the Cabinet, were there.
The most distinguished looking person of all present was colonel
Winfield Scott. Colonel Scott appeared to me to be about forty
years of age. He was in full uniform and carried in his hand his
chapeau with a beautiful white plume on it. He was spare in
figure and seemed to be about six feet two or three inches tall.
He loomed up above all the persons around him and appeared to
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my eye to be as graceful and handsome as an Apollo. He was already distinguished in history for leading the gallant charge made
against the British Troops at the battle of Lundy’s Lane in Canada
in the War of 1812. Much later in life he won high military
honors as a general in leading the small American Army from
Vera Cruze to the conquest of the City of Mexico in 1847. I became personally acquainted with him in his advanced age. He
had then become corpulent thereby losing the beauty of his person, but never the less, he was a grand and majestic-looking man.
He was a genial gentleman and a splendid soldier. The President, Mr. Adams, as I remember him was about fifty years of
age, of medium height and well rounded out. The contrast in
personal appearance between him and Colonel Scott was very
striking.
While residing in Bladensburg, I came near being drowned
in the Potomac River. I had learned through letters from home
that a Miss Edmonston of Phelps - a handsome young woman was visiting friends in Alexandria and I quite desired to see her.
I, therefore, induced another young fellow to join me and we
took a small sail boat and sailed down the Eastern Branch, past
the Navy Yard into the Potomac where we met with high head
winds and considerable sea. We were driven ashore by the winds
on the Virginia side, the boat was capsized and we [were] thrown
into deep water, but succeeded fortunately in getting to shore. The
boat was lost. I walked from the place of the wreck to Alexandria
and called on the young lady in my clothes dripping wet, and
with my feet sore from walking. I found her visiting her Uncle
and Aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Scofield who were nice Quaker people.
They took me in, allowed me to visit the kitchen to dry my clothes
and invited me to stay over night and the next day which was
Sunday. They were as kind and as good to me as they could
be. The good old man rebuked me gently for my folly in undertaking to sail a boat on the Potomac when perfectly ignorant of
the way to manage it. The rebuke was entirely just, for I had
never attempted to sail a boat before in my life, and I doubt very
much if my companion had. I was not drowned! but ought to
have been, and perhaps may live to be hung!
Although, I was doing very well with my little school in
Bladensburg, as the summer advanced, I began to be afraid of
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becoming sick with the prevalent fevers of the neighborhood. I
was told that the western part of the state possessed a much more
salubrious climate. Some time therefore in September or October,
I removed to Frederick City. I took board in a little tavern on
Main Street. In a few days, I visited two or three of the schools
in the city and was offered employment as assistant teacher in one
of them, but I declined the offer preferring to build up a school
of my own. In a few days I had hired a room and procured a
few benches and writing-desks and advertised in the newspapers
for pupils. I opened school with one scholar - a little boy. I
taught him faithfully, keeping him and myself in the whole number of regular hours. In about the third or fourth week after
commencing my school and I had obtained ten or twelve pupils,
one of my patrons brought to my school and introduced to me a
gentleman by the name of Patterson. Mr. Patterson said to me:
“I wish to study Arithmetic, and learning that you had but just
opened your school and had but few pupils, I thought that you
could give me more of your time than any other teacher in the
city, and I, therefore, have come to you.” I was wonderfully
surprised and astonished for I immediately recognized him as the
Rev. Mr. Patterson - a Presbyterian Clergyman who had two
or three years before had charge of a church in Dryden where
my family lived. I h a d o f t e n h e a r d h i m p r e a c h . H e w a s
about fifty years of age - an Irishman by birth and a brilliant
orator. I replied to Mr. Patterson that I would be glad to received him in my school-room and give him a desk. He came to
the school the next morning, bringing a slate and Daboll’s
Arithmetic. He sat down to his desk and began to study. In less
than a month he had gone through and marked out every question and problem in the book. I had occasion to assist him but
little. At the end of the month, he told me that he was going
to leave me and was very sorry that he could not compensate me
in any way for the assistance I had rendered him. He went on
to say, “I am a graduate of the University in Dublin, but not
having been intended for a business life, my education in Arithmetic was neglected. I now find it necessary to resort to teaching a common school for a living and I felt my incompetency
to teach Arithmetic. I therefore, came to you. I have engaged
a school in Liberty in this County and am to open it next week.
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As soon as I have got any money from my school, I will come to
the city and pay you whatever you may think is right.” I told
him that I was glad if I had been of any assistance to him, and
I had hoped that he would succeed in his school, and that whenever he came to town to be sure to come and see me. He bade me
good-bye and I saw no more of him for three or four months.
At the end of this time, on coming to my hotel about nine o’clock
at night, I was told by the landlord that a man had been there inquiring for me, that he was noisy, ugly and abusive and that they
had turned him out of the house - that he had insisted upon seeing me, saying he was my friend and that he had come to see me,
and he would stay all night with me. I went out into the street
to see if I could find him. I found the man was Mr. Patterson.
He was quite drunk. I begged the landlord to take him in and
give him a bed for the night. He refused my request. I then
got a reliable waiter of the hotel to go with him to another hotel
not far off, and I instructed the waiter to pay for his lodging and
breakfast and gave him a dollar for that purpose. Mr. Patterson
was unwilling at first to go, but afterwards acceded to my wishes
and went with the waiter. I saw no more of him until at the
end of five or six months, when, as I was riding on horseback
through the little hamlet of Traptown on my way to Harpers
Ferry I met him in the road at the edge of the village. He was
very glad to see me - looked well, and was neatly dressed though
his clothes were well worn. After a few moments conversation,
I said to him: Do you remember ever seeing me before you met
me in my school-room ? He answered “No.” I said: Do you remember a family by the name of Marvin living in Dryden? - “My
heavens,” he replied, “but you are not the son of Selden Marvin,
and brother of Sibyl Marvin?” I said: yes, I am - “Why,” said
he, “did you not tell me this before?” I replied “I did not wish
to recall to your mind any recollections of the events of your
life in Dryden. You were then occupying a distinguished position in the public eye and apparently every way in prosperous
circumstances.” Oh! how well,” he said, “I remember so many
good people in Dryden, especially your father and sister.” “But
how is it,” I said “that you are not occupying a pulpit to-day?
You were very popular and much liked as a preacher in Dryden.”
He replied: “Yes, I know that - I was educated for the ministry
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in the Presbyterian Church and preached for many years in Ireland, but whiskey got the mastery over me and I was obliged to
give up the ministry in my native home. I came then to the
United States and to Dryden where I was engaged as the minister
of the Presbyterian Society there. I did my work well and kept
sober, as you know, for six or eight months. At the end of that
time as you doubtless know, I was discharged by the church authorities for being drunk and bruising the face of one of the
elders of my church; for you must know that when I am excited
by liquor I must fight somebody. I succeeded well with my school
in Liberty, but as soon as the term was over and I had got some
money, the temptation to drink whiskey was irresistible, and in
a spree, I used my fists quite too freely on one or two of the leading men of the village. I was obliged to give up my school and so
it has been with me. I am the victim of alcohol.” He seemed to be
much saddened by a consciousness of his infirmity. I felt very
sorry for him and could not, as young and inexperienced as I was,
understand why he should get drunk. I ventured to advise him
not to drink any intoxicating liquors nor to go into any place
where they were sold. He shook his head, in a sort of despairing
way and said: “I don’t know - I don’t know. God forgive me. I
am not my own Master.” I shook hands with him, and in my
heart offered a little prayer that God would help him, and bade
him good-bye. I have never seen or heard of him since. He was
in his manners an accomplished gentlemen, a fine scholar and
a brilliant preacher.
I succeeded in building up a good paying school in Frederick
in which I taught, however, only the minor branches of an English education, i.e. spelling, reading, arithmetic, English grammar
& geography. I was not qualified to teach the more advanced
studies. I taught in Frederick more than two years. In this
time, I connected myself with the Methodist Society there. My
father was an earnest, shouting Methodist and believed in the
reality and necessity of sudden conversions and had taught me
as soon as I was old enough to understand the matter that I
must be converted, and so when I was about fifteen years old I
went to a camp meeting on purpose to get converted in the
Methodistic, orthodox way, and so, as I thought, I received that
blessing, if blessing it was, and I thereupon a few Sundays after-
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wards was admitted on probation to membership in that society.
My connection with the Methodist society in Frederick was a
good thing for me, for it helped to make me acquainted with a
considerable number of religious, good people whose influence
upon my own life and character was good. Many of them opened
their houses to me and I had pleasant places to visit. Under these
influences I formed no bad, sinful associations. I thought at
one time of becoming a Methodist preacher, but a letter from
my brother Richard who was then a student at law in the office
of Mr. Sibley of Canandaigua had considerable influence in directing my mind from the Methodist Ministry and directing it
to the study of the law. Stimulated by his letter, I became a
student in the office of a Mr. Spellman and gave the hours not
employed in school to the study of the law. I read Blackstone’s
Commentaries, Bacon’s Abridgement, Chitty’s Pleadings, and
Tidd’s Practice and other books. I came to know and had a slight
acquaintance with some of the members of the Bar. Among
them Frederick and William Schley, William Cost Johnson,
Francis Thomas and others. In the winter of 1828-9, General
Andrew Jackson passed through Frederick on his way to Washington City to be inaugurated President of the United States. He
stopped and dined at the principal hotel and I had an opportunity
to call on this distinguished hero, and was invited to do so. I did
not avail myself of this opportunity. The reason was simply
that I was too proud to do so. Bashfulness, self-consciousness,
and a sense of awkwardness all spring, in my judgement, out
of pride. These have, all my lifetime, been a cause of great discomfort to me and have prevented my becoming acquainted with
many distinguished men and women. I have never been a hero
worshipper. I have always, however, regretted my folly in not
seeing General Jackson on this occasion. He travelled from the
Hermitage in Tennessee through Kentucky, up into Western
Virginia and over the Cumberland Turnpike through Maryland
to Washington in his carriage drawn by four fine horses. There
were no rail-roads in the country in that day.
In the spring of 1830, I was admitted on examination as an
Attorney & Counsellor at Law in the Courts of Maryland at a
Court held in Upper Marlborough, Prince George’s County. I
knew but little law and was altogether too young and inexperi-
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enced to have the charge of any law business. Never the less,
the easy good nature of my examiner, Counsellor Dorsey and the
kindness of the presiding Judge availed me on this occasion in
place of real merit.
I had, by this time, become very anxious to return home to
my father’s house. I accordingly dismissed my school and in
June 1830, started for home. I travelled by stage coach to Baltimore, thence on to Philadelphia and New York. On arriving at
the latter place, I thought it best before going home, to visit my
uncle Dan Marvin - my father’s brother, then eighty years old
and living on Grassy Hill in Lyme, Conn. I passed a month very
pleasantly with him and my cousins John and Dan. I also visited
my Aunt Hope Chapman - m y Mother’s sister - living across the
river in Saybrook. After my visit was concluded, I returned to
the City of New York, from thence, I proceeded up the river by
steam boat to Albany. From Albany I travelled to Schenectady
in rail-road cars. I think, this short piece of road was the only
railroad in operation in the United States at this time, though I
am not quite sure of this fact. It was certainly the first and only
rail road in the State of New York. 2 The rail consisted of a
square piece of timber and common bar iron about two inches
wide and an inch thick spiked on it. The cars were like common coaches seating each six persons sitting vis-a-vis after the
English fashion. We made the trip between the two cities about
eighteen miles apart, in two hours and a half and thought we
made good time. We all considered the road, engine and cars
a great success. What an advance in the mode of travel over
the old stage coaches! From Schenectady I travelled in stage
coaches to my home in Dryden. My father received me very
graciously - he embraced me in his arms, hugged me to himself and shed tears of joy over me. I reciprocated his affectionate
greeting and shed tear for tear. My step-Mother also received
me kindly. I had brought home with me good clothes, a license
2. The road from Albany to Schenectady, built in the latter part of
the 1820's, was an early attempt to link Albany with the Erie Canal
at Schenectady. The Charleston and Hamburg Railroad, however,
is ranked as the first American railroad. The Best Friend of Charleston, the first American-built steam locomotive, pulled the first train
of cars in December 1830, over six miles of track from Charleston,
S o u t h C a r o l i n a t o H a m b u r g , G e o r g i a . S t e w a r t H . H o l b r o o k , The
Story of American Railroads (New York: 1947), 6-28.
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to practice law in Maryland and three hundred and fifty dollars in
good bank bills. I gave a part of the money to my father. I was
now a little more than twenty-two years of age, temperate and
moral in my habits, sincere and earnest in my disposition and unsophisticated in the ways of the world, I knew nothing of what is
called fashionable society. I was in good health and fine looking
being about five feet eleven inches in height and weighing one
hundred and fifty pounds. My hair was black. My beard was
black and thick but kept closely shaven.
I spent the summer at home with my father. In the early
fall I went to Vienna, now called Phelps, to visit my oldest sister
Sybil who had about a year before married Theodore A. Pinckney
of that place. He made her acquaintance in Vienna where she
was engaged in teaching school. Harriet, her first born was a
few weeks old at the time of my arrival. I found on application
to the Court of Common Pleas in Ontario County that my license
to practice law in the Courts of Maryland would not avail me in
the Courts of New York, but that I must go through a clerkship of
three years in the office of a practicing attorney in the state of
New York to entitle me to apply for an examination and license
in these courts. I accordingly arranged with Thomas Smith of
Vienna, Attorney-at-Law, to become a clerk in his office and at the
same time share equally with him in the profits of the business. I
remained with Mr. Smith three years and more. I studied hard
and worked hard. He was a justice of the Peace as well as an attorney. He was not disposed to do the pettifogging and this
business was thrown into my hands. I earned in fees from this
business alone between six and seven hundred dollars a year. This
more than paid my board and clothed me.
In the early fall of 1832, my father, step Mother, and oldest
brother Erastus died within a period of three months at Kennedyville, Chautauqua County, New York. They died of the fever
of the country. My brothers Erastus and Richard had bought a
large lumber establishment at Kennedyville and Erastus and his
young wife were living there. My brother Richard was living
and practicing law in Jamestown. My father had missed somewhat the society of his older children particularly that of Erastus.
He had become too quite anxious to make larger provision for his
younger children before he died. With a view therefore mainly
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to promote what he thought would be their interest, he suddenly
and unadvisedly sold his farm and house in Dryden and took
his wife and seven little children, the youngest being an infant,
and conveyed them and a few household goods in a two horse
wagon through the country as new as it was then to Kenndyville in Chautauqua Co. He had determined to buy lands and
settle himself and family in that new country. Before he had established a new home, he sickened and died. He executed a will
before he died in which he gave all of his property real and
personal to his wife and younger set of children, except a legacy
of a hundred and fifty dollars as I remember it to my young
sister Mary Ann, or Sarah, I forget which. He was persuaded
by my brother Richard to make this remarkable difference between the two sets of children. Richard, as he afterwards told
me, said to his father that the older set of children - five in all
- Erastus having died - were sufficiently grown up to be able
to take care of themselves, but that the younger ones and their
Mother would need all the property that he had to assist in
bringing them up. I have always thought that the conduct of
brother Richard on this occasion was very noble and generous
in renouncing for himself and the older children his and their
claims to an equal share in their father’s estate. The older children never disputed the will but allowed it to be carried out.
They consequently never received any part of their father’s
estate except the small legacy above named. Their acquiescence
in this matter will appear the more magnanimous when we take
into consideration the fact that the second marriage of their
father and the consequences that followed were by no means
agreeable to them. My Mother died when I was about eight or
nine years old leaving six children. The oldest, Erastus being
about nineteen years old. About a year after my Mother’s death,
my father married Elizabeth Vandenburg - a widow with three
little children. Her little ones came with her into the family.
By this event the little log house consisting of three rooms and
a garret was crowded to over flowing by a family of eleven persons. This number was afterwards increased by the addition of
seven more children. In this condition of affairs, it was impossible that the older children could be happy in their father’s
house. I do not desire to say a word in disparagement of my
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step Mother. She possessed many good qualities. She was a
healthy, hard working, industrious woman but not always gentle
and sweet in her disposition. But if she had had all the virtues
of a Saint Theresa, she could have done but little to make the
family happy in such a small house. There were too many of us
together, and the older children at very early ages began to find
homes and employment away from their father’s house. Erastus,
Richard and myself all went from home and taught school whilst
still young. Sibyl, the older sister, left home while still a young
girl and taught school in Phelps where she married Mr. Pinckney.
After her marriage she took my younger sister Mary Ann into
her family. Mary Ann married William Hildreth of Phelps. My
sister Sarah married Mr. Guile of Dryden and left home. In this
manner the older children soon became scattered and in after life
had but few opportunities of knowing much of their younger
brothers and sisters.
My step Mother and myself were appointed executors of my
father’s will. By her death which occurred soon after that of my
father, I became sole executor and as the property came into
my possession the care of the younger children devolved more
on me than on my brothers and sisters. What to do with seven
little orphan children, the oldest, Pollie, about fourteen years
old, and the youngest, Elizabeth, and infant, I think not a year
old, was a very perplexing question. Had not my father been a
leading member of the Methodist Society and much beloved in
Dryden, I think that I would have been in hopeless despair as to
what to do with my little brothers and sisters. What I did do
was this: I persuaded Mr. and Mrs. West who lived near Kennedyville to take the infant as their own and bring her up, I
promising to pay them for their trouble the yearly interest on
her share of the estate. I proceeded with the other six children
in a two horse wagon in the month of November to Phelps where
I left Chauncey, the oldest boy, in a good place. I took the other
five children back to Dryden where my father’s and Mother’s
friends came to my assistance. I bound Wesley, then eight or
nine years old, to Gilson Ballard, and I persuaded Mr. and Mrs.
Theophilus Williams, who had no children, to take Harrison, a
sickly, little boy then five or six years old and bring him up as
their child. I gave Harriet to Mrs. Hoagland. Mrs. Hoagland
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refused to take the child unless I would write on the fly-leaf
of her Bible a deed of gift of the child to her and a promise
that none of the Marvins should ever reclaim the child “for,” said
she, “I know you Marvins. You are all ambitious and fond of
‘larning’ and as soon as the child is grown up you will want her
to be sent to school and made a Marvin of and I want her to be a
Hoagland; she is to be my child and take my name.” I did as
she requested and wrote in her Bible a deed of gift of the child
and a full warranty of title in which the Marvins were all forbidden from ever interfering with her claim. Notwithstanding
this solemn transaction, Harriet, as she grew up, refused the
name of Hoagland and took that of Marvin. She became a fine
intelligent woman and married William Tanner, a very respectable
mechanic. She is at this date 1892, living in Lamar, Missouri.
I left Henry, a bright boy, eight or nine years old, in the family
of Mr. Charles Givens. Pollie, the oldest of the children, about
fourteen years old made herself very useful in helping me to
take care of her younger brothers and sisters. She was quite able
to take care of herself. I do not remember what disposition she
made of herself at this time. These children all grew up to
adult age. Chauncey and Henry became farmers and settled in
Michigan. Chauncey died ten or twelve years ago leaving no
child. Henry died recently at Battle Creek, Michigan, leaving,
I think four sons and a daughter. Both brothers left handsome
properties. Wesley became first, a school-teacher and then a
lawyer and is living to-day in Norwich, N. Y. He is married but
has had no children. Harrison grew up in Dryden, married
there, has two fine grown up daughters, and is now living in Albany, New York, in the employment of the State Government.
Pollie married Mr. Alexander Hodge of Mississippi where she
was at the time teaching school. Her husband died about ten
years ago leaving no children. She is now living with her sister
Mrs. Tanner in Lamar, Missouri. When I look back upon the
history of each and everyone of these children and consider how
well they all turned out in point of moral character and social
respectability, I can not help thinking that there has been all
along a special Providence that has presided over their careers.
Although, I was obliged by circumstances to be separated from
them while they were growing up, yet, I kept a constant watch
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over them and helped occasionally by my advice, and applied
the money in my hands as executor to assist them, as the circumstances required.
In January 1834, I left Phelps and travelled by stage-coach
through Geneva, Ithaca, Dryden, Norwich and Cherry Valley
to Albany. I remained here in the law office of Tabor and Dean.
While there I studied law less than I did phrenology. Dean was
delivering a course of lectures on this subject before the Young
Men’s Association. I became fascinated with this subject as discussed by [Johann G.] Spurzheim and [Franz J.] Gall and
3
George Comb of Edinburg. I became very fond of Dean. He was
a laughing, philosopher. From Albany, I went down the river in
a steam-boat to New York where at the May Term of the Supreme
Court, application was made for my admission at that Court.
The Court was held in the City Hall. I was in a class of thirtyfive candidates for admission. The class was examined by three
counsellors at law appointed by the Court. The examiners sat
on the bench and the candidates occupied the bar. At the examination an incident occurred which was very pleasing to me, and
worth recording here on account of a display of magnanimity
on the part of one of the examiners worthy of note. The course
of examination was for the examiner to ask one question of one
canandidate, [sic] the next question of the second canandidate,
[sic] and so on, going through the whole class in regular order.
At the end of about an hour of the examination, the examiner
3 . M a r v i n ’s e n t h u s i a s m f o r p h r e n o l o g y w a s t y p i c a l o f t h e p e r i o d . I t
was thought at the time that one could make an accurate analysis of
an individual’s character and abilities, by studying the size and shape
of the subject’s head. Some thirty-seven independent faculties were
classified, and charts of the skull were supplied to aid in identifying
and locating them. If a particular area of the cranium seemed to
be well developed, it was assumed that the subject possessed a correspondingly well developed faculty for that region.
Franz Joseph Gall evolved a theory of cerebral localization and
acquired international fame after lecturing in Austria from 1797 to
1802, and in Paris, in 1807. Johann Gaspar Spurzheim, a pupil and
colleague of Gall, popularized his concepts and contributed the term
phrenology, the “science of the mind.” Spurzheim lectured in England in 1814 and 1825, and in America in 1832. In England
Spurzheim caused George Combe to devote his life to phrenology,
and in America the lecturer received an impressive reception and
was permitted to expound his concepts in a series of public and
private lectures at Yale, Boston, and Harvard. John D. Davies,
Phrenology Fad and Science a 19th-Century American Crusade
(New Haven: 1955), 5-7.
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propounded to me a question in practice touching the mode of
entitling the papers in a suit against a Sheriff to recover of him
the debt for an escape of the debtor from imprisionment when
he was committed on a capias ad satisfaciendum, a subject a
little difficult. I answered the question. The examiner immediately asked me a second question which naturally grew out
of my answer. I answered that. He asked a third, a fourth, and
a fifth, each question growing out of my previous answer, his
object plainly being very kindly to show me that he considered
my first answer to be wrong. When I had answered the fifth
question, he bowed towards me from the bench very politely and
said : “Sir, you were right. I was wrong.” A mean man would
not have made this open and frank acknowledgment of his error.
The name of the examiner was James Roosevelt. 4 I was not
entitled to any special credit for answering rightly, inasmuch,
as we had had occasion in our office, a short time before, to sue
the sheriff in just such a case and I was therefore familiar with
the mode of making out the papers. Never the less, the little incident drew the attention of the whole class mostly made up of
young men residing in the city, to the plainly dressed, simplelooking candidate from the country and I was very generally
congratulated by them. My license as an attorney in the Supreme
Court was signed by John Savage Chief Justice and my license
as solicitor in the Court of Chancery by Reuben Hyde Walworth,
Chancellor, both documents bearing the date May 1834.
Immediately after I was admitted to the Bar, I commenced
the practice of law in Phelps where I was living. In December
1835, professional business took me to St. Augustine in Florida.
I sailed from New York in a Hudson River Sloop of the burthen
about ninety tons having on board a general cargo of merchandise
bound to that place. It was my first voyage on the ocean and it
4. James I. Roosevelt (1795-1875), great-uncle of Theodore Roosevelt,
distinguished himself as a congressman and jurist. Elected as a
Democrat to the Twenty-Seventh Congress, he served in the House
of Representatives from March 4, 1841, to March 3, 1843. Declining renomination in 1842, he devoted himself to the study of
foreign law in the courts of England, Ho land, and France. He
served as justice of the Supreme Court of the state of New York from
1851 to 1859, and was appointed United States district attorney for
Southern New York by President James Buchanan in 1860. Biographical Directory of the American Congress 1774-1949 (Washington: 1950), 1757.
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was horrible. I was sea-sick twenty days and suffered intensely.
The voyage ought to have been made in five days, but owing
to head winds and bad navigation, it lasted twenty-five days.
When I landed in St. Augustine I was so weak that I could scarcely walk, I found the orange trees about St. Augustine hanging
full of fruit but killed dead to the roots by a recent frost. 5 I
stayed there three months. I made the acquaintance of Houl, [?]
Charles Downing, Mr. Putnam, Judge Gould, Dr. Anderson,
Judge Smith, Judge Robert Raymond Reid, Doctor Wheadon,
David Levy afterwards called Yulee, and who became a Senator in
Congress; and a number of gentlemen from the State of New York;
among them Lot Clarke, George Field, & Arthur Bronson. 6 Charles
Downing introduced me to Joseph White, then delegate from
Florida in Congress, and recommended me to him as a suitable
person to be appointed U.S. District Attorney for the Southern
District of Florida. Having this endorsement from Downing, who
had taken a fancy to me, White recommended to President Jackson my appointment to that office.
Whilst sojourning in St. Augustine, I visited Jacksonville then
consisting of not more than twenty or thirty small, wooden
houses and a population of, I should think, less than three hundred souls. Judge Doggett, Isaiah Hart, Samuel Burritt, a young
In the nineteenth century, Florida was visited by two disastrous
freezes, one occuring in 1835 and the other in 1895. The disaster
of 1835 has been described by Rowland H. Rerick as the “first great
freeze in the history of Florida. . . .” On the evening of February 7,
and on the morning of February 8, 1835, the mercury dropped to
seven degrees above zero. “Great damage was done throughout the
Territory. A severe northwest wind . . . blew ten days in succession, but more violently for about three days. The St. Johns river
was frozen several rods from the shore, and afforded the inhabitants
a spectacle as new as it was distressing. All kinds of fruit were
killed to the ground and many trees never started again, even from
the roots. The wild groves suffered equally with the cultivated ones
as far south as the twenty-eighth degree of latitude.” Rowland H.
Rerick, Memoirs of Florida, 2 vols. (Atlanta: 1902), II, 267.
The person identified as Doctor Wheadon was probably Doctor
Frederick Weedon, physician and friend of Osceola, celebrated
Seminole war leader in Florida. Weedon, a resident of Saint Augustine, attended Osceola from the time he was imprisoned at Fort
Marion until the Indian’s death at Fort Moultrie. Recorded history
reveals that it was Weedon who secretly severed the famous Indian’s
head from his body and preserved it. For an account of the incident
see May M. Ward, “The Disappearance of the Head of Osceola,”
Florida Historical Quarterly (January-April, 1955), XXXIII, 193201.
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lawyer of much promise and Colonel Fleming were among the
principal inhabitants. I also joined a party of gentlemen, among
whom were Lot Clarke, George Field, Arthur Bronson, Mr.
Mather, and Mr. Allen from the state of New York, and Dr.
Anderson and other gentlemen of St. Augustine, to make an exploring trip up the St. John’s river. We hired a steamboat and
made a voyage of several days, starting from Piccolata. As soon
as the boat left the wharf, we were all called into the cabin,
and a meeting was organized by appointing Dr. Anderson, Chairman, and Mr. Allen, Secretary. A Committee was thereupon
appointed to take charge of the general direction of the trip,
and to decide how far up the river we would go, where we would
stop, and land &c, &c. This business being done, an amusing
incident occurred. Mr. Arthur Bronson of Bridgeport, Conn.,
but who kept a law office in New York, rose and in a very grave,
formal manner said : “Mr. Chairman : Before this meeting adjourns, I wish to submit a proposition for its very serious consideration. As we expect our trip of exploration up the river will
last several days, and we shall sleep on board nights, it is very
evident that the circumstances will be such as to permit of
the possibly of our annoying each other in a very unpleasant
manner. The habits of some men are not all good. Some men
have very habits, and I, now, refer especially to the very
bad habit that some men have of snoring in their sleep. I never
snore myself; it is not your lean, lank men like myself that
ever snore, but it is your plump, round, fat men like my friend
Captain Mather who sits here before me with his rubicund face
smiling all over, that snores. I once stayed over night at the
Eagle Hotel, in Albany, kept by this gentleman and after I had
been in bed some hours, I was awakened from my sleep by the
loud snoring of some man in the adjoining room. The noise he
made was insufferable.
It penetrated to my very gizzard. It
exploded in my ears, too, with such irregular intonations; sometimes, in the deepest base notes and at other times in the shriller
notes, thus confusing and jumbling together all the noises that
the nasal organ is capable of making. I was patient under this
infliction for half of an hour or more. At the end of this time,
I could stand the hideous noises no longer. I got up and went
to the man’s door. I knocked on it and roused him up. He asked:
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‘if it was time to take the stage-coach?’ I replied ‘No, but that it
was time to quit snoring.’ He cursed me - told me to go to h-ll
and turned over in bed. I went back to my bed, but before I
could get to sleep, he was snoring again. I would have broken
into his room and choked the man to death, but I was afraid he
was a bigger and stronger man than I. You see, I am a small
man. I was afraid to attack him. I got little or no sleep that
night. Now I think this practice of snoring is a very ungentlemanly one. I never indulge in it, and I propose that if any
gentleman shall be heard to snore at night in this cabin where
we are all to sleep, he shall be shot.” The proposition was put
to vote and carried. Lot Clarke was appointed marshal, to see
that the resolution was carried out if any gentleman should offend. We all slept comfortably in the cabin that night - no
gentleman was guilty of playing tunes on his nasal organ, but
about sunrise, the next morning, Mr. Bronson was heard to snore
in good, loud, earnest tones. It was evident from the manner
in which he engaged in this business that he was accustomed to
it. The marshal’s attention being drawn to the offender, he directed me as his deputy to shoot him. I took my gun and going
on the outside of the cabin to a window near where Mr. Bronson slept, I fired it off!! It awoke him instantly. The whole
scene of the night before came up to his memory. He exclaimed:
“I am shot. I am killed. I acknowledge myself to be a dead man.”
Everyone laughed heartily, and Mr. Bronson was treated as, and
called “the dead man” throughout the trip. The trip lasted four
or five days, and was very pleasant. The weather was delightful.
Numerous alligators were sunning themselves on the banks of
the river. These were generally saluted by one or more shots
from the rifles of some of the gentlemen. Large numbers of
ducks were in the river, and numerous parrots, or parroquits,
were seen flying from the branches of the trees. The large liveoaks, and the long gray moss hanging from the branches of these
and many other trees made the whole scene very novel and interesting to me. Except at Spring Garden situated above Lake
George, there were no houses on the river above Piccolata at
that time, except, a little house, or cabin made of split logs
consisting of one room, as near as we could see, at Palatka which
Nehemiah Brush had just built. He owned a large Spanish grant
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at this place. 7 We visited a beautiful spring situated on the
westside of Lake George and about a half mile or more from it.
It was a hundred feet in diameter and about eighteen feet deep.
It discharged sufficient water to make a stream big enough to
allow our yawl boat to pass through it up to the spring. The
water, like the Wakulla Spring near St. Marks, was as clear as
the air. I drank of its waters and bathed in them. The temperature was about sixty degrees. This little incident in my life occurred fifty-eight years ago, but it is as fresh in my memory as
if it had occurred but yesterday. I am not quite old enough,
yet to decide whether or not this spring was the fountain of
youth that the old Spanish Knight Ponce de Leon was in search
of when he discovered Florida.
In the summer of 1835, President Jackson appointed me
United States District Attorney for the Southern District of Florida. I accepted the office, and, in October sailed from New York
to Charleston, South Carolina and thence, in the mail schooner
to Key West. The acceptance of this office and removal to Key
West changed the whole course and current of my life. I resided no longer in a Northern climate, where the winds, ice,
and snow compelled me to live within the doors nine months
of the year, but had become the inhabitant of an island located
half way between the Peninsula of Florida and Cuba, where the
bright sun and delightful sea breezes invited one to live in the
open air as much as possible, all the year round. Though a
7. Doctor Nehemiah H. Brush, who came to Florida from New York
City, probably owned the first dwelling in the Palatka area. During
the years 1826 and 1827, what is now the Palatka townsite, was
sold to Nehemiah H. Brush by Belton A. Copp of Camden County,
Georgia, for the sum of $1,500. The record of the sale bears out
Marvin’s statement that the land had been a Spanish grant.
Brush purchased the grant in two installments. The deed for his
first purchase of February 14, 1826, read in part: “Know all these
men by these presents, that I, Belton A. Copp . . . sell unto said
Nehemiah Brush one moiety of undivided half of a certain tract
of land containing 1200 acres, situated in East Florida on the West
side of River Saint John, which place or tract of land was formerly
called Gray’s place or New Buenavista and is now known by the
name of Palatka, which said tract of land was granted by the
Spanish government to Bernardo Segui, by him conveyed to George
Fleming and by George Fleming to me. . . .”
The remaining portion of the twelve hundred acre tract was
acquired by Brush on August 31, 1827, by the payment of seven
hundred dollars in cash. Palatka Daily News, May 19, 1953 (Centennial Edition).
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stranger to all the inhabitants, I was well received by them. The
whole population consisted of about three hundred and fifty
souls. Among the leading business men were Fielding A. Browne,
Pardon C. Greene, Oliver O’Hara, Charles Wells, George Weaver,
Asa and Amos Tift, William H. Wall, and Philip Fontane.
James Webb was the Judge of the Court and Thomas Easton [,]
Marshal. Adam Gordon and William R. Hackley were among
the principal lawyers. Mr. [Edward] Chandler, my late predessor in office, had resigned and moved away. William A. White
head was Collector of the Port. Major [Francis L.] Dade was
commandant of the Military Post. 8 About a month before my
arrival on the island, a heavy hurricane orignating among the
Windward West India Islands had swept over the waters of the
Gulf stream between Cuba and the Bahama Islands on the south
and east, and Florida on the North, and had driven some twenty
or more vessels, big and little, on the Florida reef where they
had been mostly entirely wrecked. The cargoes had been saved
by the wreckers and brought into Key West, landed and stored.
The Salvars had instituted suits in court for Salvage or compensation, for saving them. Mr. Hackley was their proctor and advocate. Mr. Gordon would naturally have been the proctor and
attorney to defend the master and owner of the goods saved,
against any exorbitant claim of the salvors, had he been at home,
but he was, at this time on a visit to the North. I, was, therefore, immediately employed, in his absence, to defend these suits,
and although, this kind of business was entirely new to me, I
took charge of it and went into Court and tried several of the cases
during the first week after my arrival. In less than a month, I had
8. Brevet Major Francis L. Dade was in command at Key West at the
time of Marvin’s arrival in the fall of 1835. During this period the
Seminole Indians were threatened with removal from Florida to a
western reservation in accordance with the treaties of Payne’s Landing and Fort Gibson. In the face of possible resistance, the federal
government prepared to strengthen the military position of General
Wiley Thompson, Superintendent of Indian Relations, stationed at
Fort King, near Ocala. Hence, the first detachment, Company B,
Fourth Infantry, under Dade’s command were ordered to the area.
On December 8, 1835, while enroute to Fort King, Dade and
nearly all of his command, then composed of one hundred and two
non-commissioned officers and men, were ambushed by a band of
Seminoles and later massacred by a group of Negroes. For an account of the Dade Massacre see Albert H. Roberts, “The Dade
Massacre,” Florida Historical Quarterly (January, 1927), V, 123-138.
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earned and received fifteen hundred dollars in fees charging the
established rates; this amount was equal to several thousands
at the present day and more than I would have earned in Phelps
in several years.
Key West had been for a considerable number of years before I went there, and was, for as many years afterwards, the
centre of a large wrecking business. At that time, an extensive
trade was carried on with Mobile, New Orleans, Galveston and
other ports in the Gulf of Mexico in sailing vessels. The Florida
coast was very inefficiently & imperfectly lighted. A reef of coral
formation extends along the whole of the Southern point of the
peninsula from Cape Florida to the Dry Tortugas, a distance of
about two hundred miles, it constitutes, as it were, the northern
wall of the Gulf stream. In bad weather, many vessels would be
driven ashore on this reef, and oftentimes in good weather, owing to bad navigation and a lack of good light-houses, vessels
were stranded on this reef. The cargoes and sometimes the
vessels were saved by wreckers and carried into the port of Key
West. It was the business of the Court to determine the amount
of compenstion to be paid the salvors for saving the property
and to settle the costs and expenses connected with the landing and storing of the goods. I soon found, by experience, that I
had but very little business to do in my office as United States
District Attorney, but I very soon began to do my full share as
a lawyer in all other kinds of law business. In the four years
that I was at the bar, I had earned in fees, over and above my
expenses of living, about fourteen thousand dollars. This money
I invested in Chautauqua County, New York, in bond and mortgage securities. Thus invested it became the nucleus of other
savings in after life.
On my arrival in Key West, I commenced boarding with
Mrs. Ellen Mallory, a widow, of Irish parentage, kind hearted
and good to her boarders. I shall never forget her kindness to
me when I was sick at her house. I had not been living in Key
West more than three or four months when I went to Havana
and spent ten days in the company with my friend, Mr. Elzuardi,
a Spanish gentleman, in sight-seeing. Havana was the first foreign
city I had ever seen. The language of the people, the narrowness of the streets, the style of the buildings, the street carriages
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drawn by a single horse ridden by his driver, were all novel and
strange to me. I was greatly interested in seeing every part of
the city, and its beautiful harbor and its surroundings. About a
week or ten days after my return home, I was attacked by yellow
fever, and came very near dying. Indeed, it is a wonder I did not
die. This sickness proved to be my acclimation, and, thereafter,
in all the years I lived at Key West, although often exposed to the
infection, I never had a second attack of it. I used to visit without fear or apprehension the sick-bed of many persons who were
dying of this frightful disease. After seeing many cases in different epidemics, and observing the treatment adopted by the
doctors, I came to the conclusion that medical treatment of any
kind was of no value to either arrest, modify, or cure, the disease.
Whenever it was an epidemic, full one half of the adult patients
died, and you could give no good reason why the other half did
not die too. Even good nursing did not seem to possess any great
value.
I soon became acquainted with all the business men, and
all the families on the island. Among the business men, I found
Mr. O’Hara and Mr. Wells to be good friends and quite companionable, though much older than myself, Stephen R. Mallory,
the son of my landlady, was a very pleasant and agreeable young
man of about twenty years of age, bright and intelligent [.] 9 He
afterwards became Senator in Congress and afterwards Secretary
of the Confederate Navy. Asa Tift was his most intimate friend.
There were, when I first arrived no schools and no churches on
the island, neither was there any public worship by any religious denomination. The Sundays were distinguished from other
days only by a suspension of labor. After I had been there some
five or six months, more or less, it was suggested to myself,
young Mallory, William H. Wall and a few other young fellows by
a Baptist minister from Mobile who was visiting on the island,
that it was not a nice and respectable way of spending Sunday
without any religious services of any kind in the whole community
and he advised that in the absence of an ordained Minister, we
should hold religious services, to be conducted by a lay reader,
9. Oliver O’Hara and Charles M. Wells were members of the first Episcopal congregation in Key West and joined others in signing the act
of association on December 25, 1832. Walter C. Maloney, A Sketch
of the History of Key West, Florida (Newark: 1876), 32.
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and he also advised the use of the Common Prayer Book. We,
young fellows, thought the suggestion a reasonable one, and thereupon acted upon it without delay. Wall had been baptized in
the Church of England but educated and brought up among
Roman Catholics in Spain; Mallory had been baptized by a Roman Catholic Priest and educated at the Moravian School in
Nazareth, Penn. Myself had been baptized and brought up
among the Methodists. I had never seen, before this time, more
than once or twice, A Common Prayer Book. Absurd and incongruous as the whole thing was, we, nevertheless, agreed to
divide the services among us. I took for my part the reading
of the prayers, Wall, the Scripture lessons, and Mallory, the
sermon. We sent notices around to all the inhabitants, of service
to be held at the Court House the following Sunday. There
was a full attendance of the people. I undertook to read the
prayers, and, of course, I did it very bunglingly, being ignorant
of the rubrics and, indeed, of the whole service. I believe I
read all the morning prayers, except the litany, including the
Absolution and all, right through. Wall read the Scripture lessons very well. Whether they were the proper lessons for the
day I can’t say! and Mallory read the sermon well. We held three
services three successive Sundays and would have continued
them, but for the fact, that the Rev. Mr. [A. E.] Ford, Church
Missionary, arrived from the North and re-established regular
religious services on the Island. 10
10. Prior to 1832, nondenominational services were conducted by the
citizens in the old Court House. In 1831, public meetings were
held in an attempt to enlist the services of a clergyman. Sanson K.
Brunot, of Pittsburgh, Pennyslvania, the first clergyman to hold
services on the island, arrived in Key West on December 23, 1832.
He organized a parish, and in 1833, “Saint Paul’s Protestant Episcopal Church” was granted a charter by the territorial council.
Following the death of Brunot in 1833, the pastorate was filled
by Alva Bennett of Troy, New York, from 1834 to 1835; Robert
Dyce of Scotland, from 1836 to 1839; and by A. E. Ford of New
Jersey, from 1839 to 1842.
Walter C. Maloney observed that there were “frequent vacancies
in the Rectorship . . . between the departure of one and the arrival
of another clergyman, during some of which, attempts were made
to keep up the interest of the congregation by having Lay-readers
and a Sunday-school.” Hence, Marvin’s experience as a lay-reader
occurred sometime in 1839, between the departure of Dyce and the
arrival of Ford. Ibid., 32-33.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol36/iss3/1

26

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 36, Issue 3
AUTOBIOGRAPHY

OF

W I L L I A M M ARVIN

203

My residence in Key West was, in the main, a pleasant one.
The climate was delightful, and after my acclimation, my health
was good; The change of climate and food cured me of troublesome dyspepsia which I had when I lived in Phelps. There was
a very pleasant society on the Island, consisting of four or five
families the Webbs, the Whiteheads, the Gordons, the Brownes,
&c; the rest of the population was mostly fishermen and wreckers.
The Island itself was of coral formation, having on its surface
only a thin, vegetable soil. It was therefore, comparatively
unproductive and little cultivated. The food of the inhabitants
consisted largely of fish and green turtle. Other supplies of food
and clothing were brought from New York or Charleston. The
mail was brought from Charleston once a month in a small sailing
vessel. The principal drawback to the comfort and pleasure of
a residence there was the existence of an immense number of
mosquitoes, winter and summer, always hungry & venemous.
Mosquito nettings were in constant use around our beds at night,
and often, in our rooms in the daytime.
My sister, Mrs. Pinckney, with her little daughter Harriet,
then six years old, in October 1836, came to visit me. They
spent the winter with me. Sister’s health was improved by the
climate and my little niece, a very bright, pretty and agreeable
child, was quite a little belle among the gentlemen.
In January, 1837, I attended a session of the Legislative
Council held at Tallahassee, as a member from the County of
Monroe. During its session I became involved, without my fault,
as I think, in a quarrel with Fred Wood, a member from Franklin
County. Wood was about my age, or a little older, and had the
reputation, in the Territory of being a fighting man. He had
fought one or two duels. He was interested in having a bill for
the charter of a Bank for St. Joseph, passed by the Council. I
opposed the passage of the bill and made a little speech in the
Council against it. I had been fully indoctrinated in the TomBenton theory of a hard money currency and was accustomed to
the use of such money at Key West. 11 I had also read a good
11. Thomas Hart Benton, United States Senator from Missouri, served
in Congress from 1821 to 1851. Elected as a Democrat, he supported Andrew Jackson in opposing the re-chartering of the United
States Bank. “Always a ‘hard money’ man, he favored a gold and
silver coinage, but no bank of issue with its paper currency.” In
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deal about the miserable “red dog” banks of Michigan and other
western States. I was naturally, therefore, opposed to the Charter
of any bank for Florida that should have power to issue a currency. My little speech, though temperate and not at all personal,
enraged Wood. After I had done speaking he said speaking of
me to several members sitting around, in rather an undertone,
but still, loud enough for me to hear distinctly : “He is a damned
rascal! damn him, I’ll cut his damned ears off.” He repeated
the remark once or twice. It flashed upon my mind, as quick
as lightning, that I should be obliged to fight him. I had just
come into the Territory from the North where duelling was not
tolerated, and Wood and many other leading men in the Territory
might reasonably think that I would not fight, and so, insult me
at their pleasure, and if it should be understood throughout the
country that I could be insulted without properly resenting the
insult, my public life would be at once ended. I determined,
therefore, in an instant, to fight him, and to draw the challenge
from him. I immediately, in answer to his threatening words,
shook my finger in his face, and said in a full round voice so that
the whole Council could hear me: “You are a damned liar;
damn you!” My friend Westcott standing in the lobby heard
what I said, and knowing Wood’s fighting reputation, left the
lobby immediately and after being gone a little while returned
and put a loaded pistol in my coat pocket, saying, at the time:
“Wood will attack you as soon as the Council adjourns;” he was
mistaken, however, in this - Wood did not attack me. I stayed
away from the Council the next day. The Council took no action
in the matter. At its meeting the next day, as soon as the Speaker
had taken the chair, Mr. [Richard] Fitzpatrick, a member from
Dade County arose and made a handsome apology to the Council
for an insult that he had offered the day before to Mr. Levy,
afterwards Mr. Yulee, a member from St. Johns County; when he
sat down, several members got around Wood and asked him to
apologize. Mr. Wood rose, and said: “Mr. Speaker, I do not know
1836, Benton proposed that only gold and silver be accepted in payment for public lands. Congress rejected the proposal but was defeated on the issue when President Jackson issued the “Specie
Circular.” As a consequence of his stand on the money issue, Benton earned the nickname “Old Bullion.” Allen Johnson (ed.),
Dictionary of American Biography, 21 vols. (New York: 19281944), II, 210-213.
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whether or not I ought to apologize to the Council for any of my
conduct, but if the gentlemen think that I ought to do so, why,
I now make the apology. I apologize to the Council, but as to
the member from Monroe, I do not apologize to him. I hold myself personally responsible to him for my conduct.” The moment
he ceased speaking I replied from my seat: “I perfectly understand the gentleman from Franklin;” and thereupon, I left the
Council. On going out into the streets, almost the first man I
met was Major George T. Ward, a gallant, young fellow, eloquent and brave; I had met him before and knew him slightly.
He was afterwards killed in the battle at Malvern Hill at the head
of his regiment. I told him the story and asked him to be my
second and carry a challenge to Wood. He declined for reasons
entirely satisfactory to me. He referred me to Colonel Hector
Braden of Leon County. I soon after met Braden and took him to
my room and told him the story. He said: “You are right throughout and I will stand by you and carry a challenge for you, but
before I do so, I must see Wood - He and I are old friends. He
is behaving badly.” I replied: “I have no objections, of course,
to your seeing Mr. Wood, but you can carry no message from me
except a written challenge to fight.” He answered: “Please stay
in your room until I come back,” and took his hat and walked out
- He was gone about an hour, when he returned he placed in
my hand a full and satisfactory written apology from Wood. Of
course, there was nothing more to be said or done. I never knew
what argument he used to obtain from Wood this apology. The
next day I attended the meeting of the Council. As soon as the
Speaker took his seat, Mr. Wood rose and made a very handsome apology to the Council and to me personally, expressing his
regrets for what he had said and done. Thus ended this unpleasant affair. My life was probably saved by the good sense
and sound discretion of Colonel Braden. Wood was an accomplished shot with the pistol. A year or two afterwards, I saw him
shoot at a mark with a pistol in a shooting gallery at Saratoga
Springs. He would hit the mark of the size of a silver dollar at
ten paces, the fighting distance, firing at the word of command
more than three times in four. I had never practiced shooting,
with a pistol, was slow in my movements, and of course, a bad
shot. I thank God in my old age for this safe deliverance. I
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thought not of Him at the time. However, the whole affair was
so public that it was noised abroad throughout the Territory,
and my reputation for bravery was established. To make Ned
Wood, a noted duelist, apologize, won me great credit and poplarity. Wood, a year or two after the affair, met my brother Richard at Washington, and spoke to him of me in the most complimentary manner. He possessed many good qualities and generous impulses. Poor fellow! he was afterwards drowned in the
Gulf of Mexico; the vessel on board of which he was a passenger
went down in a hurricane.
In 1839, I was elected to represent the County of Monroe in
the Constitutional Convention which framed the first Constitution of the State. The Convention met at St. Josephs. This was
a representative body made up of some of the most intelligent men
of the Territory, among whom were Hon. Raymond Reid, James
Westcott, David Levy, or Yulee, E. Carrington Cabell and others.
Mr. Cabell and myself are, at this present writing, 1893, the only
survivors of the sixty and more members composing that body.
In March, 1839, I was appointed Judge of the District Court,
by President Van Buren, my predecessor Judge Webb having
resigned and removed to Texas where he was appointed Secretary
of the “Lone Star State” by President Lamar. In the same year,
Sept. 19 th, my niece Dora Pinckney was born in that part of the
Custom House building occupied as a dwelling. A year or two
before this, Dr. Pinckney and his wife, my sister, had come to
Key West to live, I having been successful in my efforts to get
him appointed Inspector of Customs and Surgeon in the Marine
Hospital. The Dr. continued in these employments three or four
years, at the end of which time he had accumulated some ten or
twelve thousand dollars. He then resigned, and with my approval, went back to his old home in Phelps, with the intention
of practicing his profession, but, soon after he arrived there, instead of giving himself up wholly to the practice of medicine, for
which he was in every way well qualified; he, probably, with a
view, in part, to help his older brother Isaac, went into partnership with him, and invested his money in a store of goods and a
flour mill at Unionville, paying for the latter a much too large
sum of money. At the end of two or three years experience, he
returned again with his family to Key West. I notice the birth
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of my niece Dora as an interesting event in the family history.
She was a great comfort to her Mother during her lifetime, and
had been a great comfort to me, as well as useful to me in many
ways in my old age.
In July 1845, Florida having ceased to be a Territory and
became a State in the Union, the General Assembly elected me
Judge of the Circuit Court of the Southern Circuit. I declined
to accept this office, and returned to the practice of the law. In
March, 1847, President Polk appointed me United States District Judge. I accepted the office and performed its duties until
I resigned it in 1863.
I married Harriette N. Foote, daughter of the Hon. Elisha
Foote of Cooperstown, N. Y. on the 15 th day of October 1846.
I was then thirty-eight years old and she thirty. Our acquaintance
before marriage was short. I was passing my summer vacation in
Cooperstown and first met her there. I was much pleased with
her at our first interview. She seemed to be in good health, was
of medium size, fair skin, with grey eyes and dark hair. She
possessed a cheerful and gay disposition, and graceful and easy
manners. She had been well educated in the schools and in
domestic life. I was disengaged and wanted to marry. I spoke
to her on the subject, and, after considering the matter for some
month or more, she accepted my proposal. She had no great difficulty in learning all she desired to know about me, as I was
well known to her friend Judge [Samuel] Nelson of the Supreme
Court of the United States and to Robert Campbell and others
of the village. I took her with me to Key West a few weeks after
our marriage. We had a tempestuous voyage in a sailing vessel.
We had not been married many months, before she began to
have symptoms of declining health which of course, was a great
grief and pain to both of us. After we had been married a year,
five months, and a few days she died on the 31st of March 1848,
leaving an infant daughter then about six months old. The baby
was born and baptized in one of the Military barrack buildings
in Key West which in the absence of U. S. troops, we were
temporarily occupying. There was great difficulty in raising the
child, and it was, as I think the subject of several remarkable
Providences. Her Mother could not nurse it, and there was no
milk of either Cow or goat on the Island. The attempt was made

Published by STARS, 1957

31

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 36 [1957], Iss. 3, Art. 1
208

F L O R I D A H I S T O R I C A L Q UARTERLY

to feed it with arrowroot, but the food was innutritious and disagreed with it; the Dr. and myself despaired of its life. In this
condition of things, Nancy Wall, a slave, with the consent of her
mistress, came and lived in the house, bringing her baby with
her. She nursed both babies. Hattie now began to grow, and
before her mother died, she had the pleasure of seeing a rosy
cheeked, laughing, happy, and joyous baby. When it became
absolutely necessary to send the baby to the North, no means
of feeding it on a long voyage in a sailing vessel could possibly
be devised. But after many days of serious thought on the subject, I learned that Mrs. Williams, a respectable white woman
had lost her baby. I, immediately went to her and offered to pay
all her expenses if she would go North and nurse my baby on the
voyage. As she wished to visit her friends in Connecticut, she
consented to do so. The party, consisting of the baby’s Aunt
Eliza, Aunt Minnie, and Cousin Hattie Pinckney sailed for Boston in June 1848. From thence they went to New York and
stopped at the Astor House. Friends, in anticipation of their arrival, had been trying to engage a wet-nurse for the baby, who
would consent to go into the country to live, but they had failed.
There were plenty of nurses, but they wouldn’t agree to go to
the country. One morning, after several days’ delay & many
fruitless inquiries, a newspaper was left, by mistake, at the house
of Mr. Ward, a cousin to Mary Foote; Mr. Ward picked it up at
his breakfast table, and finding it not to be the paper generally
left at his house, threw it down in disgust. Thereupon, Mary
Foote picked it up and running her eye over the advertisements,
it fell on that of Mary Flood who offered her services as a wetnurse. Immediately after breakfast Mary went to the place named
in the advertisement and there found Mary Flood, a young,
strong, healthy Irish woman who was ready to engage herself
as nurse and go into the country, leaving her own baby with
her friends in Newark. Mary took the woman to the Astor House
where her services were at once engaged. She went with the baby
to Cooperstown and remained several years. She proved to be
a splendid nurse. The newspaper left at Mr. Wards house, by
mistake, had never been left there before and has never, as far as
I know, been left there since! Mary Flood always said that that
particular days’ issue was the only paper that would contain her
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advertisement as wet-nurse, as she intended to change it the next
day for one as chambermaid. With the good care given to the
baby in her infancy by her Aunt Eliza Foote, and in early childhood as well, and at a little later period by my sister, Mrs. Pinckney, she grew up a healthy young woman, possessing the bright
and genial disposition of her Mother. She has always been a
good, obedient and affectionate child and a source of much
happiness to her father.
I spent a month or two in the summer of 1858, in Boston and
Cambridge, employed in supervising the printing of my Treatise
on the “Law of Wreck and Salvage.” One afternoon, as I was
walking in the streets of Boston to my hotel, I was met by Professor Louis Agassiz. As soon as he saw me, he threw up his arms
and cried out: “Hello! is that you? how come you here? and
when did you come? and where are you going?” I answered:
I came a few days ago, and am now on my way to my hotel to
dinner. He replied: “Go with me to dinner.” I thanked him
and assented. He took my arm and we went through the streets
talking all the time with all our might. I thought he was taking
me to his house where we would have a little cozy dinner with
his family, but soon, he led me through a wide, open door and
up a marble stair-way, and opening a door from the hall, conducted me into a room where I saw a dining table set for about
twelve guests, most of whom had already arrived. He thereupon
introduced me to Ralph Waldo Emerson, Oliver Wendell Holmes,
the poet Longfellow, Judge Hoar and several other literary persons. It was a pleasant surprise. Agassiz took one end of the
table and Longfellow the other. He placed me between himself
and Mr. Emerson. The dinner was plain and good, not sumptuous; the wines, champagne and claret, both of which were
drunk in moderation. The conversation was gentle, easy, and
occasionally witty, Agassiz doing the greater part of it. He was
a grand man, then about forty-five years of age, of medium
height, stout, compact, in good health, complexion ruddy, and
handsome. He looked like a well fed, happy, joyous, farmer,
manners very genial and pleasant. I had seen much of him the
winter before at Key West where he spent a couple of months,
more or less, in studying the Coral reefs and dissecting fishes.
At the table, I conversed mostly with Emerson who had been in
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Florida, he looked to be about sixty years of age. He did not
especially interest me in his conversation. Holmes was not handsome, he looked too much like Alexander H. Stevens of Georgia,
lean and angular. 12 He suggested the idea in conversation with
Emerson, that Nature occasionally accumulated intelletual forces
in the sleepy, dull farmers, and at the end of three or four generations, more or less, developed into day some great intellect like
that of Daniel Webster, and thereupon, fell back exhausted!
Longfellow talked but little, and enjoyed his dinner which lasted
about three hours. Besides the pleasure I had in making the
acquaintance of these gentlemen under such pleasant circumstances, I became acquainted with Theophilus Parsons of Cambridge, law lecturer and writer of law books. I dined with him
at his house in company with Dr. Jared Sparks, author of the
Life of Washington and editor of his correspondence. I quite
enjoyed my sojourn in Cambridge; I spent a good part of my time
in the Law Library of the University. Little, Brown & Co.
printed an edition of twelve hundred copies of my book. The
New York Board of Marine Underwriters bought more than half
of them to give to their Agents in this Country and in foreign
Countries, Masters of ships, general Average adjustors &c. They
considered the book to be a valuable contribution on the subject
of which it treats.
In the summer of 1860, the Chamber of Commerce elected
me as a delegate to represent that body in the British Association
of Social Science, a meeting of which was to be held in October,
in Glasgow, Scotland. I accepted the compliment and in July
sailed from New York to Southampton in the Adriatic, an American steamer; I had a delightful voyage. On landing, I proceded
up to London and took board and lodgings in a little Inn in King
Street in the very heart of the city where I was very nicely cared
for. The morning after my arrival I consulted with my landlord
as to the best mode of seeing London. He advised me to walk
around to the Bank of England, not far off, where I would find
12. Marvin compared Holmes with Alexander H. Stephens who served
both the nation and the South, as a member of the United States
Congress, from 1843 to 1859, and from 1873 to 1882; as a member of the Confederate Congress; as Vice President of the Confederacy; and as Governor of Georgia. Elected to the Governorship
in 1882, Stephens died in office on March 4, 1883. Biographical
Directory of the American Congress 1774-1949, 1859.
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an omnibus stand from which omnibus lines ran in almost every
direction, and to get on the top of almost any omnibus, and get
a seat along side of the driver. I followed his advice and spent
two whole days riding in different omnibuses into almost every
part of the city. I was greatly impressed with its awful magnitude. After this experience, I visited Westminister Abbey, the
British Museum, the Tower and various other places of interest.
I left my card at the rooms in Doctors Commons, of Dr. Lushington, Judge of the High Court of Admiralty of England, and,
a day or two after, I was invited to dine and spend the night
with him at his country house, a little out of London. I accepted
the invitation and was very delightfully entertained by him and
his family. I met at the table Sir John [E. Denison], Speaker of
the House of Commons. 13 After breakfast, the next morning,
the Doctor took me into his library where we spent an hour
together in general conversation, mostly however, about the law
and lawyers. I noticed a file of forty or fifty volumes of the reports of the Supreme Court of the United States on his table.
He told me that he read many of these reports with great pleasure
and that he was then reading in regular order every Admiralty
and Maritime decision in these reports; he particularly admired
the decisions of Justice Storey. 1 4 Through a letter of introduction
given me by Geoffrey, the Dr’s son, I was invited by Dr. Stanley,
13. Sir John Evelyn Denison, member of parliament from North Nottinghamshire, was Speaker of the British House of Commons from
April 30, 1857, to February 7, 1872. Following his retirement in
1872, he was elevated to the House of Lords as Viscount Ossington
of Ossington, Nottinghamshire. A moderate Whig in his politics,
Denison earned the respect of both sides of the House during his
fifteen years as Speaker. Sir Leslie Stephen and Sir Sidney Lee
(eds.), The Dictionary of National Biography, 22 vols. (London:
1917), V, 803-804.
14. Joseph Story, appointed associate justice of the United States Supreme Court on November 18, 1811, served until 1829, when he
accepted a professorship of law at Harvard. At the time of his appointment to the Supreme Court, the judges exercised the additional
responsibility of a circuit court jurisdiction. The circuit assigned
Story embraced an appreciable segment of the northeastern seaboard,
including Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island.
New England shipping interests, crippled by the Embargo Act of
1807, tried to recoup their losses during the War of 1812 by resorting to privateering. Story, faced with a heavy docket of cases
involving admiralty and prize law, wrote decisions which clarified
the admiralty jurisdiction of the federal courts, and earned for himself international recognition in the field of admiralty and maritime
law. Johnson, Dictionary of American Biography, XVIII, 102-108.
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afterwards Dean of Westminister Abbey, to breakfast with him
at his rooms in Oxford. I accepted the invitation and found him
a very pleasant and agreeable gentleman. Among other things,
he told me that Dr. Pusey was not a ritualist, that he cared not
at all for ritualism, his taste not running in that direction. I
attended the meeting of the Association above referred to. The
whole number of persons in attendance at this meeting was some
three or four hundred. Lord Brougham was the presiding officer. A section in connection with this body had been organized
with a view of promoting uniformity in the mode of adjusting
general averages throughout the commercial world. The subject
to be discussed was a special one, and experts in this branch of
maritime and commercial law, attended the meeting from London, Liverpool, Paris, Hamburg, Antwerp, and indeed, from
nearly every commercial city in Europe. Mr. Bradford represented Boston, and another gentleman, whose name I have forgotten, represented New Orleans, and Mobile. Our section was
presided over a good part of the time by Lord Brougham, ExChancellor of England, Orator & Statesman. I made several very
delightful acquaintances among the gentlemen in attendance, the
most of whom are now dead. Mr. Ernest Wendt of Bishops Gate,
London and Mr. Ruyhusen of Amsterdam survive. I attended a
large dinner given to the members of the Association at which
three or four hundred people sat down to the table; it was presided over by Lord Brougham. I was honored by being given a
seat between the Attorney General of Scotland on one side and
Sir Archiblad Allison, Author of a History of Europe, on the
other. The United States was toasted and I was called upon
to reply; I did so as best I could. Sir Archiblad invited me to
dine at his house, a little out of the city, the next day. I went
and had a very pleasant dinner. I met also, by invitation at the
dinner table of Mr. Dennison, Banker, a delightful party of ladies
and gentlemen. I spent two days at his house.
I left Glasgow for Edinburgh, passing up through Loch
Lomond, Loch Katrine, the Trossachs &c. At Dumblane, the
Rail Road train failed to connect and I was delayed there two
or three hours. I spent this time in the library which once belonged, or rather, the books of which belonged to Robert Leighton, Bishop of Dumblane and afterwards Archbishop of Glasgow.
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Here I saw for the first time Polyglott Bibles. There was a large
number of folio volumes in the Latin language. I stopped over
at Stirling for an hour or two and stayed in Edinburgh two or
three days. From Edinburgh I went back to London stopping on
my way at York, Cambridge & Peterbrough. From London I went
to Amsterdam and Antwerp; at both of these places I met and
dined with pleasant gentlemen whose acquaintance I had made
at Glasgow. From Antwerp, I went to Paris where I remained
about a week, and from thence back to New York. I enjoyed the
trip very much. Although I had always been a democrat in my
politics, and resided at this time in the most Southern town in
the United States, and was a slave-owner to the extent at least,
of owning my own domestic servants, yet, I had never accepted
the views of John C. Calhoun and other Southern leaders, touching the easy dissolubility of the federal union of the States. It
seemed to me that the Union was intended by the framers of the
Constitution to be perpetual, and, that the movement in favor
of Secession that was being inaugurated, if persisted in, could
end in nothing else but civil war and the ultimate subjugation of
the seceding states; I, therefore, opposed the Secession Movement
with all my might. I announced myself as a candidate on the
Union side in the County of Monroe, for election as a delegate
to the State Convention which had been called to meet in Tallahassee in January, 1861. I was beaten at the election by a secessionist. The Convention passed an Ordinance declaring Florida
to be out of the Union and an Independent Nation. The interval
of the time between the date of that Ordinance and the time
when the Civil War began, was a period in the history of my life
of great mental anxiety and suffering. It was impossible during
all this time for any person living in the South to form any
opinion as to whether the Government at Washington would
acquiesce in the secession movement or not. It was generally
claimed by the leaders in the South that Secession was a peaceable measure and in accordance with the Constitution. The State
authorities at Key West were secessionists; Unionists were liable
to bad treatment from them. Many of my dearest friends, including the Clerk of my Court, the Marshal, and the District
Attorney turned secessionists. During this period of painful
anxiety, I found great comfort in the society of my little family
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then consisting of my sister Mrs. Pinckney, my niece Dora, and
my daughter Hattie. The Rev. Osgood E. Herrick, rector of St.
Paul’s Church, Robert Campbell, George Allen, Major Hunt,
Captain John Brannan, U. S. A. and Captain Craven of the Navy,
contributed a good deal by their loyal sentiments and companionship in misery, to make my life endurable. It was, however, the
saddest period of my life. The commencement of the war ended
all this uncertainty. It was now certain that the Union was to
be maintained, the Country was to be saved. I saw no other end
than victory on the side of the Government of the United States.
Soon after the war broke out, the President appointed a new
Marshal for the Court, Mr. Clapp, and a new District Attorney,
and I appointed a new Clerk. The Court was thus again organized and in good condition for work. The President, also, authorized [William H. French] the officer in command of the troops
at Key West to declare martial law whenever he thought it best
to do so. 15 As soon as the existence of this order was made known,
the leading secessionists left the Island and went to the mainland.
The Unionists were now in the ascendency and quiet and good
order prevailed. I soon had an immense amount of work to do
in deciding Prize cases. The most of the vessels captured for
attempting to break the blockade of the Ports in the Gulf of
Mexico and at Charleston and Savannah were brought to Key
West for adjudication, and I had plenty of work to do up to the
time of my resignation in 1863. I resigned because my health
had become much impaired by long residence in a hot climate,
mental anxiety and overwork. I was, probably, the only Federal
Judge South of the Potomac and the Ohio, (if we except Justice
[James M.] Wayne of the Supreme Court) who continued to
perform his official duties during the war. 16
15. Major William H. French of the Fifth U. S. Artillery, succeeded
Captain John M. Brannan of the First U. S. Artillery, as commander
of the federal forces at Key West. Brannan, in January of 1861,
occupied Fort Taylor and prepared to hold it for the Union. Key
West, “the most strategic point within the Southern Confederacy . . . ,” was made secure by the arrival of French on April 6, 1861.
In Texas at the outbreak of the war, the Major eluded surrender by
marching his command down to the Rio Grande to Point Isabel,
where they embarked for Key West. Jefferson B. Brown, Key West
the Old and the New (Saint Augustine: 1912), 91-92.
16. James Moore Wayne, a native of Savannah, Georgia, appointed associate justice of the United States Supreme Court by President
Andrew Jackson on January 9, 1835, retained his position on the
bench until his death on July 5, 1867. Johnson, Dictionary of
American Biography, XIX, 565-566.
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Having resigned my office of Judge, I removed with my family to the City of New York, and took a house in 23rd Street
near 8th Avenue, where the family resided for a year or more.
After resting a few months, I opened an office in the City, with
a view of establishing myself in the practice of the law. I had
a few good friends and was soon employed as Counsel in a few
cases. I may, possibly, have succeeded in obtaining a good practice had I persisted in my efforts; but attendance upon the Courts
was not pleasant to me. I did well, however, and made some
money, but when the war was over and I was invited by President
Johnson to accept the office of Provisional Governor for Florida
in July, 1865, I did so, and went to Tallahassee. I appointed my
old friend Judge [Samuel J.] Douglas, my private secretary. 17
My duties in this office consisted principally in devising measures to assist the people of Florida to re-establish their state government, for this had been overthrown in Florida, as it had been
in all the other seceding states, by the military occupation of the
country. I issued a proclamation directing an election of delegates to a Constitutional Convention to be held by the qualified
voters at the several voting places in the State. The election was
held, and the Convention assembled in Tallahassee October 25th
1865. The Convention framed and adopted a Constitution which
abolished slavery forever in the State, and secured to the negro
population all civil rights, but withheld from the negro the elective franchise; he had never possessed it. A provision in the
Constitution declared, that, “All the inhabitants of the State
without distinction of color, are free, and shall enjoy the rights
of person and property without distinction of color.” David
Walker was elected Governor under this Constitution. The General Assembly met on the 20th December 1865. It elected Wilkinson Call and myself Senators to Congress. Upon the election
and inauguration of a new Governor and of the organization of a
17. Samuel J. Douglas was not unknown to the older natives of the state.
Appointed by President John Tyler as a judge of the territorial court,
he served until 1845. In that year he was made collector of customs
at Key West, a position which he retained until his resignation in
1861. During the Civil War, Douglas was appointed a judge of one
of the military courts established by the Confederate Congress, by
President Jefferson Davis. Following his service as Marvin’s private
secretary, Douglas was appointed a justice of the Florida Supreme
Court in 1867, by Governor David S. Walker. Tallahassee SemiWeekly Floridian, January 22, 1867.
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General Assembly, my functions as Provisional Governor came
to an end. I had been greatly assisted in the performance of my
duties by the co-operation of the military forces under the command of Major General John G. Foster. I was, also, assisted by
the hearty good will of many of my old friends in Florida; they
had everywhere received me kindly and generously, though they
knew, that I had been from the beginning and all through the
war, opposed to them. I found the people very poor. Their seaports having been blockaded throughout the war, little or no
cotton had been raised. Many families were in mourning for
the loss of their sons. It became my duty to make several speeches
in different parts of the State giving to the people, white and
colored, my views of their duties as growing out of the new
order of things. I made speeches to large bodies of men mostly
negroes, in Jackson, Leon, Jefferson and Duval Counties. 18 I
found the whites everywhere ready to admit that they were a
conquered people and willing to “accept the situation.” They
were ready to recognize the overthrow of slavery and willing to
abolish it by the Constitution to be adopted. The white people,
however, entertained a great dislike to the idea that the negro
18. President Andrew Johnson appointed Marvin as provisional governor
of Florida on July 13, 1865, and relieved him of his duties on January 18, 1866. During this period, Marvin was in frequent demand
as a speaker. The white people wished to be informed of the changed
condition of affairs, and the Negro had to be lectured on the duties
and responsibilities of freedom. Some of the Marvin speeches have
been preserved in extant publications of the period: speech before a
mixed audience in Jacksonville, on August 3, 1865, Jacksonville
Weekly Florida Union, August 5, 1865; speech before a White
audience in Quincy, on September 5, 1865, Jacksonville Weekly
Herald, September 15, 1865; speech before a Negro audience in
Quincy, on September 10, 1865, Jacksonville Weekly Florida Union,
September 30, 1865; speech before a Negro audience in Marianna,
on September 17, 1865, Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, September 26, 1865; a message read before the Florida Constitutional Convention, October 25, 1865, Journal of the Proceedings of the Convention of Florida (Tallahassee: 1865), 8-15; an impromptu speech
delivered before the Florida Constitutional Convention at its adjournment, November 7, 1865, Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, November 10, 1865. What was probably Marvin’s most formal and
comprehensive speech, was delivered before a joint session of the
Florida Legislature on the occasion of the inauguration of Governor
David S. Walker, December 20, 1865. The speaker utilized the occasion to review the progress made during the period of Presidential
Reconstruction and made numerous suggestions regarding the future
problems facing the new administration. Journal of the Proceedings
of the Senate of the General Assembly of the State of Florida (Tallahassee: 1865), 12-23.
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should be admitted to testify as a witness in any matter wherein
a white man was concerned. The idea of his being allowed to
vote was abhorrent to them; they could not entertain it for a
moment. The negroes, themselves did not seem to have any very
clear ideas touching their new condition of freedom. They seemed to understand but very little about the matter. Judging from
the stolid and indifferent manner which they exhibited when
spoken to on the subject, one would not suppose that they regarded freedom as “a thing of beauty and joy forever.” They were
generally greatly perplexed to know how they were to get a living,
and who was to take care of them. On one occasion when I was
addressing a large number of negroes in Jefferson County and
telling them that they were now free citizens, and must perform
their duties as such, that freedom would not exempt them from
labor, but that they must work and get their living as best they
could; that their old masters were no longer bound to feed or
clothe them or pay their Doctor’s bills, nor were they bound to
labor for their old Masters, but might seek new employment; an
old negro bowed with age, his hair white as snow, pressed through
the crowd and came up to the box on which I was standing, and
interrupting me said: “Massa, I wishes to ax you one question.”
‘What is it my good old man” said I, “speak out.” “I wishes to
know who will take care of me in my old age?” It flashed on my
mind at once that his former master was no longer bound by law
to take care of this old man, and now, that the man had become
free, he might not be willing or able to do so, and, that there
was no law of the State making provision for the support of the
poor, the infirm, or the aged. I was perplexed to know how to
answer the old man’s questions. I replied however: “My good
old man, the Lord has taken care of you all the days of your life,
and He will not forsake you now in your old age, but will
continue to take care of you to the end of your life.” “Yes, Yes,”
replied the old man, “Lord very good, Massa, Lord very good, but
ole Massa, he take care of me, he feed me, and he give me cloes,
and when I get sick, he get a Doctor; and now you tell me I got
no Massa no more,” and he turned and walked off with a bowed
head and saddened expression of countenance. Most of the freedmen felt the same perplexities that this old man did. Nor, indeed,
were the white people free from many cares and anxieties not
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only as regarded their present condition as to food and raiment,
but also their future prospects. Their political and social relations
were all broken up; their state was under martial law, and some
of the citizens threatened with prosecution for treason. Their
late Governor, [Abraham K.] Allison, and their last Senators in
Congress, Yulee and Mallory had been arrested and were then
19
It was a part of my duties to advise
held in prison as rebels.
the President touching his granting of pardons; he required petitions for pardons to be approved by the Provisional Governors,
before being presented to him. In this way, it turned out that
I was called upon to recommend and did recommend for pardon
several men who in their fiery zeal for Secession before the war
broke out, had threatened to hang me if they should catch me
in the piney woods. Indeed, I think my life would not have been
safe on the Mainland about the time and after the passage of the
Ordinance of Secession. Governor Allison and Ex-Senators Yulee
& Mallory were old friends and I very gladly recommended to
the President their pardon. Allison was discharged from prison
on my application.
Senator [James R.] Doolittle of Wisconsin presented my credentials as Senator-elect to the Senate of the United States, in
Jan. 1866, and made a very handsome and complimentary speech
in favor of my admission to the seat. 20 Several other Senators
spoke handsomely of my administration as Provisional Governor
of Florida and my devotion to the Union Cause; but the Credentials were laid on the table, and never acted upon. The Senate under the lead of Charles Sumner, and the House under
the lead of Thaddeus Stevens had already determined upon the
policy of not admitting the States that had been in rebellion to
representation in Congress without their first having enfranchised
the negro. In accordance with this policy, Congress passed an
act for the election of delegates to a second Convention to be
19. Abraham K. Allison, President of the Florida Senate, became governor of Florida in 1865, following the death of Governor John Milton.
20. James Rood Doolittle, who served as a Republican in the United
States Senate from 1857 to 1869, had been a Democrat prior to the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and returned to the democratic
ranks following his term in Congress. In his speech of January 19,
1866, favoring Marvin’s immediate admission to the Senate, Doolittle
testified that he had known Marvin for thirty years and vouched for
his character and his high standing as a loyal American. Congressional Globe, 39th Congress, 1st Session, Part 1, 312-313.
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held in each of the States whose government was to be reconstructed. This Act of Congress provided that the negroes should
be allowed to vote for delegates, the same as the white man.
This giving of the ballot to the negroes who had been so recently in a state of slavery angered and disgusted their old
masters, and the white people generally. In this frame of mind
the white voters generally refused to attend the elections. The
negroes and the few white men, recent comers from the North
into these States, had everything their own way. They made
new State Constitutions in which they gave the elective franchise to the negroes on the same footing of equality as to the
white men. Having adopted new Constitutions, they proceeded
to elect new Governors, and new legislative bodies. In most, if
not all, of these States, they elected for Governor a new-comer
from the North, and negroes, and new men to the Legislature.
In this manner, what were called the “Carpet-bag Governments”
were introduced. In Florida, they elected Harrison Reed, recently
from Wisconsin, Governor, and the Legislature elected Colonel
[Thomas W.] Osborne recently from Jefferson County, New York,
and Mr. [Abijah] Gilbert from Otsego County, New York to the
Senate of the United States; they elected negro representatives
to Congress. 21 These persons in no manner represented what
had theretofore always been considered as the people, or bodypolitic of the State. I took no part in these proceedings. I considered at the time, the enfranchisement of the negro so soon
after he had come out of a condition of slavery, as unnecessary
for the protection of his liberty, offensive to his late masters and
in many other points of view wholly injudicious. I declined to cooperate in any way with the ‘‘carpet-baggers,” or, to be a candidate
for re-election to the Senate, or to accept any other office in the
new order of things. In this manner, I became disconnected from
the politics of Florida.
On the 11th day of July, 1886, I married Mrs. Elizabeth
Riddle Jewett. I had met her two or three years before at Saratoga
Springs, and was much pleased with her personal appearance.
She has been a good wife and a good step-Mother. She had, at
21. Thomas W. Osborn was elected for the long term ending March 3,
1873; Adonijah S. Welch, a former resident of Michigan, for the
short term ending March 3, 1869; and Abijiah Gilbert for the term
beginning March 4, 1869. Biographical Directory of the American
Congress 1774-1949, 1636, 1989, 1208.
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the time I married her, a pleasant home in Skaneateles, New York,
and being tired of public life, and having no special fondness for
the practice of the law, I settled down in this beautiful village,
where I am still living. I have employed my time in working in
my garden, and in reading books mostly of a scientific, historic or
religious character. During this time, however, I wrote and published two editions of my work entitled: “The Authorship of the
Four Gospels.” The one edition was printed by Weed, Parsons
& Co. Albany, the other by Thomas Whittaker, New York. I
have enjoyed the society of my neighbors, the religious services
in the little church, and in the main, have led a happy and contented life in my retirement.
I was never a money-maker; a few small earnings saved in
the early part of my professional life, and prudently invested
in bond and mortgage securities became the nucleus around which
was gathered in after life other small earnings, so that, in old
age I have had sufficient means for a comfortable living. The
birth of my daughter was an event which, at the time, gave me
great pleasure. She has always been a great comfort to me. The
event of her marriage to Colonel W. I. Ludington, U.S.A. gave
me equal pleasure. - I had known him long enough and well
enough to love him before either he or I had at all thought of
his marriage to my Hattie. I have not been disappointed in him.
He has been as good and as kind to me as though he had been
my own son.
I have always been a democrat in my politics. I sometimes
tell the story of my initiation into the Democratic fold. On the
first day of my going to the winter school after the summer work
on the farm was over, when I was ten or eleven years old, the
boys asked me whether I was a “Clintonian” or a “Bucktail?” I
had heard my father talk a great deal about Dewitt Clinton and
the Erie “Cananl,” [sic] then unbuilt, but in contemplation by
Clinton and other public men. I answered: “I am a Clintonian.”
“Well then,” said the boys, “let us snap him!!” and thereupon
seven or eight of them took hold of hands, and the boy at the
end of the line seized my wrist and they started and ran some
little distance pulling me after them and then, suddenly, turning about and running right back on the same line, brought me
around at the foot of the line like the snapping of a whip and
threw me off onto the hard ground, bruising my hands and knees
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and hurting me right badly. I picked myself up and was so angry
that I cried. I offered to fight the whole crowd. I pitched into
them; but they were too many for me; they “downed” me and
held me on the ground till I cried “enough.” They then let me
up and asked me again “What are you now?’ I took a moment
for reflection, and concluding that “discretion is the better part
of valor,” I answered: “I am a Bucktail.” This satisfied the
boys; I joined the crowd and we “snapped” every other Clintonian
boy that came to school, and made him a “Bucktail.” Now the
“Bucktail” party was, at that day, the New York Tammany Hall
party. The Sachems of Tammany wore a bucktail on their caps
or hats as an insignia of their party. The Tammany-Hall party
were the same as the Republican party of that day in the State
of New York. 22 They were favorable to the election of Daniel
D. Tompkins as Governor. The Jacksonian Democratic party
in the State of New York grew out of this party.
At the request of my daughter I have thus dictated to an
amanuensis an account of the principal events of my life. There
has been nothing extraordinary in it. I have had, probably a
fair average experience of adversity and prosperity, of pleasure
and pain, of sickness and health, of joy and sorrow. I am, therefore now, at the age of nearly eighty-five years, with sight, hearing and my other senses unimpaired, a competent witness, as
I think, to give testimony on the question lately so much agitated:
“Is life worth living?” I give it as my experience that my life
has been thus far worth living, even if I should limit it to this
world. I have experienced more pleasure than pain, more happiness than misery, more joy than sorrow. I think I can testify,
too, that had my life been lived more in accordance with the
laws of Nature and with the will of God, which is but another
expression for the laws of nature, I would have had much better
health and much higher mental and spiritual enjoyments. Much
of the discomforts and miseries of life grow out of our failure to
live as we ought to live. If we take into account the prolonga22. Marvin was not identifying the Republican party which emerged
in 1856, with John C. Fremont as its first presidential candidate.
What was commonly known as the Republican party in the early part
of the century was a forerunner of the present-day Democratic party.
This political group, although better known as the Republican party,
was also called the Democratic-Republican party and the Jeffersonian
Republican party. Michael Martin and Leonard Gelber, The New
Dictionary of American History (New York: 1952), 171.
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tion of our life into another world and the possibility that we may
live on there forever, and that our life here is only a preparatory,
school to fit us for that life, then, we cannot know whether life
in its whole aggregate and extent is worth living or not, until we
have entered upon and had some experiences in that new stage
of existence.
While I have thus written down some memoranda of the incidents of my outward life, yet, the real, inner life, the life of the
spirit, remains unwritten. The life of the real self is never told;
it is known only to God. In my religion I am a Christian. I
receive the Holy Scriptures as the word of God; I accept the Apostles’ the Nicene and the Athanasian Creeds as suitable expressions
of my faith in God and in His Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Ghost. I look forward without fear to my approaching death, and
I entertain a strong hope and belief that, as the Good Lord has
cared for me in this life, so He will equally continue to care for
me in the life to come.
As regards my church relations, I was baptized in infancy by
a Methodist Minister and grew to manhood among the Methodists
and attended their meetings. In middle life, I was confirmed by
Bishop Rutledge, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
Florida. I have read a great deal of Church history, and I
am quite well convinced that the Protestant Episcopal Church in
these United States is not a sect of modern origin, but is a genuine
living branch of the Great Holy Catholic Church; that there has
been handed down to it, by regular succession from the Apostles,
the three Orders of the Ministry, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.
It is, therefore, the Catholic Church founded by Christ and His
Apostles. It has preserved the Sacraments and Scriptures inviolate
and intact, as well as the “Faith once for all delivered to the
Saints.” I have read also a great many books on Systematic
Divinity. As I have grown older, I have cared less and less for
dogmatic theology, and more and more for the simple Gospel
of Christ Crucified. The essence of the Christian religion consists
in the loyalty of the heart and life to the Incarnate Son of God.
Loyalty to Him requires us to become members of the Church
which He founded, and to receive instruction therein in our religious duties from the ministry which He has appointed to instruct us.
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THE CESSION OF FLORIDA AND JOHN
QUINCY ADAMS, SECRETARY
OF STATE, U. S. A. *
by LESTER H ARRIS
HE CESSION of the Floridas stands out as one of the greatest
victories in the history of American diplomacy. Ownership
of Florida insured to the United States a continuous seaboard
on the Atlantic Ocean. It led to the recognition by the United
States of the South American colonies, then in revolt against
Spain. 1 The treaty with Spain gave the United States its first
recognized claim to the western lands bordering on the Pacific
Ocean. 2 It became the basis for the acquisition of Oregon and
Washington, and parts of present day Montana and Idaho. 3
Cession led directly to the Monroe Doctrine. 4
It fixed for all time the boundary lines of the “Louisiana Purchase.” Spain had theretofore refused to accept the “Purchase”
as valid and continued to claim ownership to over four hundred
thousand square miles of land west of the Mississippi River, plus
control of the river itself. Only with the cession of Florida did
Spain relinquish her right to charge “Right of Deposit” costs
against American users of the Mississippi at the Port of New
Orleans. 5

And in consequence of the stipulations contained in the IV
article, His Catholic Majesty will permit the citizens of the
United States, for the space of three years from this time, to
deposit their merchandise and effects in the port of New Orleans, and to export them from thence without paying any
other duty than a fair price for the hire of the stores; and
*Reprinted with changes and by permission from The Bucknell Review, May, 1956.
1. John W. Foster, “A Century of American Diplomacy” (Boston and
New York, 1941), 264.
2. John Bassett Moore, “A Digest of International Law” (Government
Printing Office, Washington. 1906), I, 440.
3. Moore, op. cit., 457.
4. Foster, op. cit., 265.
5. Treaty of Amity Settlement and Limits between the United States of
America and His Catholic Majesty, in Compiled General Laws of
Florida, V, 4820; Samuel Flagg Bemis, A Diplomatic History of the
United States (New York, 1955), 180-186.
[ 223 ]
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His Majesty promises either to continue this permission, if
he finds during that time that it is not prejudicial to the interests of Spain, or if he should not agree to continue it there,
he will assign to them on another part of the banks of the
Mississippi an equivalent establishment. 6

The treaty provided for the transfer to the Union of all of the
holdings of Spain north of the 42nd parallel of north latitude
from the Arkansas River to the South Sea (Pacific Ocean). 7
When, on June 15, 1846, the United States and Great Britain
determined their northwestern boundary line, the Oregon treaty
was based, in part, upon rights flowing out of the Florida treaty
of cession. 8 Finally, the United States received a fixed southwestern boundary line - the Sabine River. 9 This line became a
factor contributing to the Mexican War. Adams argued for the
Rio Grande River boundary line, but was overruled by President
Monroe.
During the War of 1812, Great Britain, possessing a powerful navy, used the coasts of Florida as a base for attacks upon the
United States. Early in the year 1814, General Andrew Jackson
of the United States Army was ordered to capture Mobile Point,
then in the possession of the British. The attack was successful.
The British retired and took possession of Fort Barrancas, six
miles below Pensacola. From this point the British Commander
began organizing Creek Indians into an army to invade Louisiana.
Fort Bowyer, at the head of Mobile Bay, was held by the United
States. The British attacked the fort and were driven off. Jackson thereupon marched upon Pensacola, taking the town in November, 1814. Immediately thereafter, the British evacuated
Fort Barrancas. 10
United States troops remained in Florida until the signing
of the Treaty of Peace with Great Britain. Spain protested our
entry into Florida and forwarded to Washington a demand for
damages occasioned by the invasion. The claim was refused. 11
6. Samuel Flagg Bemis, John Quincy Adams and the Foundations of
American Foreign Policy (New York, 1949), 305; Treaty of
Amity, Settlement and Limits; Articles 4 and 12 of Treaty of Friendship of 1795.
7. Treaty of Amity, Settlement and Limits.
8. Ibid.
9. Ibid.
10. Moore, op. cit., II, 402-406.
11. Moore, op. cit., II, 404-405.
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The War of 1812 convinced the United States Government
that Florida must be brought into the Union. In the hands of a
hostile power, the province would remain a menace to the nation.
The United States had been negotiating for the cession of Florida
from the year 1793. No agreement could be reached, however,
since Spain felt that Florida could always be used as a threat
against the United States if we should give aid to the South
American Colonies, then in revolt against Spain. 12
On April 16, 1817, John Quincy Adams, United States
Minister to Great Britain, was notified by President Monroe of
his appointment to the office of secretary of state. On assuming
office, the Secretary was confronted with two important problems:
a. The cession of Florida to the United States, and
b. The recognition of the independence of the revolting
Spanish colonies of South America.
Once in office, President Monroe and Secretary of State John
Quincy Adams discovered that Henry Clay had become the champion of the South American colonies, then in revolt against Spain,
and was seeking to obtain recognition of their independence by
our government. The United States, in the presidency of Madison, had granted the South American colonies belligerent rights.
They had made free use of our ports in furtherance of their military operations against Spain. In fact, the Spanish minister in
Washington was kept busy lodging complaints of our imperfect
and partial enforcement of neutrality.
To recognize their independence was to dismiss all hopes of
the cession of Florida. Clay contended that the recognition of the
Spanish-American republics ought to be delayed no longer, and
that Florida was bound in the course of events to come to us.
President Monroe, at the suggestion of Adams, refused to take
the step advised by Clay. 13
In the hands of any Foreign Power the Floridas were a
pistol pointed at the heart of the future Continental Republic.
East Florida was the butt of the pistol, Pensacola the trigger
guard and the panhandle of West Florida was the horizontal
barrel with its muzzle pressed against the nation’s life artery,
the Mississippi. 14
12. Bemis, op. cit., 302; Foster, op. cit., 261-263.
13. Foster, op. cit., 260-261.
14. Bemis, op. cit., 302.
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The treaty of cession of Florida was opposed by certain southern members of Congress who insisted upon annexation of Texas
rather than Florida. Other congressmen were insisting that ‘while
the mouths of the Florida rivers should be accessible to a foreign naval force, there would be no security for the United
States.” “No one realized better than Jackson the significance of
the Florida pistol barrel if held against the Mississippi River by
a foreign enemy.” 15 Only with cession or capture of Florida
would “Old Man River,” the father of waters, flow unvexed to
the sea.
President Monroe, an July 25, 1818, ordered Adams to
sound out the British minister relative to immediate cooperation
with Great Britain in furthering South American independence.
Adams advised against the proposal and the idea was abandoned.
Recognition would interfere with the treaty negotiations on
Florida then in progress. 16
Throughout the period of Spanish sovereignty in Florida,
Spain was unable to control the hostile Seminole Indians inhabiting the country. Settlers living on or near the Florida-Georgia
boundary line were in constant dread of attack. An outbreak being imminent, Secretary of War Calhoun, on December 26, 1817,
ordered General Jackson to Fort Scott, Georgia, for the purpose
of taking command of the United States forces, in an effort to
protect the settlers from the incursions of the Indians. Jackson
took command March 9, 1818. 17
On arrival at Fort Scott, Jackson wrote the Secretary of War,
Calhoun, that the Indians, aided by escaped Negro slaves, had demanded arms and ammunition of the Spanish government in aid
of their war upon the United States for possession of Fort St.
Marks, then held by Spain. The Spanish governor of Pensacola
notified Jackson that Fort St. Marks would be surrendered to the
Indians, since it could not be held by the Spanish forces then
available. 18
In answer to orders sent by Secretary of War Calhoun, General Jackson wrote: “Spain was bound by the Treaty of 1795 to
15. Bemis, op. cit., 332.
16. John Quincy Adams, Diary, 1794-1845 ed. by Allan Nevins (New
York, 1929), 201.
17. Moore, op. cit., II, 403.
18. Idem.
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keep the Indians at peace with the United States. They have
acknowledged their incompetency to do this, and are consequently
bound by the law of nations to yield to us all their facilities to
reduce them. Under this consideration I shall take possession of
the garrison at Fort St. Marks as a depot for my supplies, should
it be found in the hands of the Spaniards, they having supplied
the Indians, but if in the hands of the Indians, I will possess it
for the benefit of the United States, as a necessary position for me
to hold, to give peace and security to this frontier and to put a
final end to Indian warfare in the South.”
Jackson attacked and captured Fort St. Marks. Letters were
found in the fort suggesting that the Spanish government had
given aid to the Indians in the outbreak. 19
Acting upon the information found at Fort St. Marks, Jackson
moved west and captured Pensacola and Port Barrancas on May
27, 1818. Meantime, General Jackson forwarded the letters
found at Fort St. Marks to President Monroe. In answer Monroe
wrote as follows: “You must aid in procuring the documents necessary for this purpose. Those you sent do not, I am satisfied,
do justice to the cause. Your letters to the department were written in haste, under the pressure of fatigue. If you think it proper
to authorize the Secretary or myself to correct passages, it will be
done with care.” 20
The cabinet at Washington became panic-stricken when apprized of the news of Jackson’s attack upon Florida. The capture of Pensacola and Fort Barrancas was an act of war against
Spain. The cabinet was in session for three days, discussing
Jackson’s attack. Secretary of War Calhoun recommended that
Jackson be court martialed or reprimanded for exceeding his
orders. Calhoun insisted that Jackson had made war upon Spain
without the authority of Congress; hence the constitution had
been violated. President Monroe, Secretary of War Calhoun,
Secretary of Treasury Crawford, and Attorney General Wirt
ranged themselves against General Jackson. Secretary of State
Adams, however, held with Jackson, subject to the return of Pensacola and Fort St. Marks to Spain. 21
19. Moore, op. cit., 403-404.
20. Marquis James, Andrew Jackson the Border Captain (Indianapolis,
1933), 317-318, 411.
21. Adams, op. cit., 199-201.
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Adams argued that the Government must support General
Jackson and confront Spain boldly because:
a. To hold him responsible for exceeding his powers is a
confession of weakness on the part of the United States
Government.
b. The disclaimer of power, in the executive, is of dangerous
example and of evil consequences.
c. There is injustice in disavowing Jackson, when in principle he is justifiable. Everything he did was defensive;
that as such it was neither war against Spain nor violation
of the constitution. 22
The views of Secretary Adams prevailed. Jackson was hurriedly withdrawn from Florida. A note drawn by Adams was dispatched to Spain, stating that we would not hold Spain responsible for the unauthorized act of its agents, in giving aid to the
Seminole Indians. Further we pleaded self-defense, since Spain
could not keep order in the territory. The reasoning was specious
but effective. Adams was leading from strength. 23
The note was approved by ex-president Jefferson, confidential
adviser of Monroe. Jefferson recommended that copies of the
note be forwarded to other European nations as a thorough vindication of the conduct and policy of the United States. Many historians hold this statement to be about the ablest note of diplomacy ever written by an American diplomat. 24
Adams was still further to protect General Jackson, in the
Armbrister-Arbuthnot affair. These men, citizens of Britain, were
captured and executed by Jackson for having supposedly given aid
to the Indians during the outbreak. The British Foreign Minister,
Lord Castlereagh, declared afterwards to Rush, our minister to
Britain, that “had the English Government but held up its finger,
war would have been declared.” But so able and convincing
were the arguments submitted by Adams and Rush that Britain
became convinced that there was no just cause for war. 25
Through this turbulent period Adams and the Spanish Minister, De Onis, negotiated for the cession of Florida. Spain offered
the province with the understanding that the United States would
22.
23.
24.
25.

Adams, op. cit., 199-200; Bemis, op. cit., 315.
Moore, op. cit., II, 403-405.
Adams, op. cit., 208.
Bemis, op. cit., 315; Foster, op. cit., 259-260.
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make no attempt to recognize the revolting colonies of Spain in
South America. This was refused. On October 24, 1818, Adams
and De Onis finally agreed upon terms of cession. The treaty
provided for mutual renunciation of financial claims. The United
States became responsible for the liquidation of all claims held by
American citizens against Spain to the extent of five million
dollars. Spain received free commerce in two Florida ports for
a period of twelve years. The United States assumed responsibility for property destroyed in Florida illegally by soldiers of the
Union. On February 22, 1819, Adams and De Onis signed the
Treaty of Cession of Florida. The United States Senate concurred the same day. 26
On the signing of the Florida treaty of February 22, 1819,
Adams wrote as follows:
The acquisition of the Floridas has long been an object of
earnest desire to this country. The acknowledgment of a
definite line of boundary to the South (Pacific) Sea forms
a great epoch in our history. The first proposal of the negotiation was MY OWN, and I trust it is now secured beyond the
reach of revocation. It was not even among our claims by the
Treaty of Independence with Great Britain. It was not among
our pretensions under the purchase of Louisiana . . . for that
gave us only the range of the Mississippi and its waters. I
first introduced it in the written proposal of 31st of October
last, and after having discussed it verablly both with Onis
and De Neuville [French minister]. It is the only peculiar
and appropriate right acquired by this treaty in the event of
its ratification. 27
Allan Nevins, editor of the Adams diary, stated that:
Adams might well congratulate himself upon this treaty with
Spain. It gave the United States the cession of Florida; we
agreed to pay Spanish claims not exceeding five million dollars; and the boundaries of the Louisiana Purchase were
defined in an exceedingly satisfactory manner. The United
States did nothing more for its part than to concede the
Sabine instead of the Rio Grande as the southwestern boundary; a concession which Henry Clay at once prepared to
attack. The treaty also met heavy obstacles in Madrid. 28
26. Moore, op. cit., 439-444; Treaty of Amity, Settlement and Limits.
27. Adams, op. cit., 211-212.
28. Adams, op. cit., 212 (footnote).
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After signature of the Treaty, De Onis boasted of having overreached Adams. He advised some friends that the land grants
set out in paragraph 8 of the Treaty were not all-inclusive, for
previous to January 24, 1818, the date on which all land grants
by Spain in Florida were to have been concluded, and on the day
following, the king had deeded to three Spanish noblemen and
to “some swindling American Land Jobbers” nearly one-third of
all the public lands of the Province, to wit, one-third of all of
East Florida (Actually, all of East Florida except the East
Coast.) 29
Henry Clay, a political opponent of Secretary Adams, heard
of the boast and immediately notified President Monroe. General
Jackson advised President Monroe to take Florida “at the mouth
of the cannon.” Adams was bitterly incensed over the trick. He
advised that troops be sent into Florida immediately and that so
much of the treaty as covered the fraudulent land grants be set
aside. Monroe refused the suggestion, despite the fact that if the
treaty had been ratified by the King of Spain, the government of
the United States would have lost title to the public lands of East
Florida, and would have been in position to exert sovereignty
only over the territory.
Ratification would have brought about:
A. Loss of revenue in land sales to American colonists
B. Settlement by Spanish citizens, thus setting up a minority
problem in Florida. 30
Fortunately for the United States, the Spanish government delayed ratification. Had ratification been prompt the fraudulent
land grants would have been held valid under the rule laid down
by Chief Justice Marshall in Fletcher vs. Peck, the Yazoo Land
Frauds. 31
The courts cannot inquire as to the motives prompting the
acts of the other departments of government; their knowledge
and good faith are not open to question, nor can the wisdom
or the expediency of these acts be questioned by the courts.
29. Bemis, op. cit., 336-337; Adams, op. cit., 255-56.
30. Bemis, op. cit., 350; A Diplomatic History of the United States, 195;
Foster, op. cit., 263.
31. Fletcher vs. Peck, 6 Cranch 87, Supreme Court of the U. S. 3 L.Ed.,
162.
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Secretary Adams promptly notified Spain that the treaty must
be accepted with the understanding that the land grants to the
noblemen, Punonrostro, De Vargas, and the Duke of Alagon, were
void. The Spanish government, in ratifying the treaty, must now
add a clause to the treaty expressly disavowing the grants. 32
When Florida seceded from the Union, the State Constitutional Convention of 1861 expressly held that the courts of
Florida were never to entertain jurisdiction of any grants of land
made by the King of Spain to the above noblemen. Neither was
cognizance to be taken of any title derived from the grants. 33
Of the brilliant Spanish Minister, De Onis, Adams wrote:
It is sufficient to say, that he looked upon the United
States with a jealousy and dislike which he was so little able
to repress that for some time his reception by the United
States was refused. His diplomatic subtlety made him, when
at last he entered on the negotiation a fit instrument of
the procrastination his instructions advised.
Adams held him to be “Cold, calculating, wily, and always controlling his temper. Proud because he is a Spaniard, but supple
and cunning. Bold and over-bearing to the utmost extent to which
it is tolerated, careless of what he asserts, his morality appears to
be that of the Jesuits . . . as exposed by Pascal. He is laborious,
vigilant, and ever attentive to his duties; a man of business and
of the world.” 34
Adams had good reason to be bitter. He was considered our
greatest diplomat. His reputation was based upon a career in
diplomacy unequalled in our history. “At the age of eleven he
accompanied his father on his diplomatic mission to Europe and
early acquired a knowledge of French and German.” . . . “When
only fourteen he went to St. Petersburg, Russia, as Secretary to
our Minister, Mr. Dana.” . . . “When sixteen he served as one
of the secretaries of the American Plenipotentiaries in the making
of the Treaty of Peace and Independence between Great Britain
and the United States in 1783.” . . . “At the age of twenty-seven
he was appointed by President Washington as United States Min32. Moore, op. cit., V, 188-191.
33. State Constitution of Florida (1861), Art. XV: Par. 1, Compiled
General Laws of Florida, V, 4919-4920.
34. Moore, op. cit., I, 441 and footnote.
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ister to Holland,” Later he was appointed minister to Berlin,
Germany, and commissioner to Sweden.
When United States minister to Holland, Adams was appointed to head the United States Peace Delegation in the settlement of the War of 1812. The Marquis of Wellesley, speaking in
the House of Lords of the American delegation, stated that the
Americans had shown an astonishing superiority over the British
delegation during the whole of the peace negotiations. Adams
was but twenty-eight years of age at the time. 35
On completion of his diplomatic duties in Europe, Adams
was elected to represent Massachusetts in the United States
Senate. During this term of office he was appointed United States
minister to Russia, serving until 1815, when he was given the
most important diplomatic office in the gift of the president, minister to Great Britain. President Monroe, in 1817, called Adams
back from London to head the State Department. During this
period of office, Adams, along with Rush, then the American
minister to Great Britain, formulated our greatest pronouncement in foreign relations, the Monroe Doctrine. 36
At this time the Secretary was a prominent candidate for the
presidency to succeed Monroe. He was to be opposed by Secretary of War Calhoun, General Jackson, Secretary of the Treasury Crawford, and Henry Clay. Ratification of the treaty inclusive of the fraudulent land grants would have wrecked his
political career.
De Onis returned to Spain and was appointed to the Spanish
cabinet. He now opposed ratification of the Florida Treaty on the
Theory that once the treaty was ratified the United States not only
would recognize the rebellious Spanish Colonies of South America
but had designs on the Spanish province of Texas as well. Spain
refused to ratify.
The diary of Mr. Adams explains the annoying vicissitudes
to which the negotiations were subjected. It is due to him
to say that in no portion of his diplomatic correspondence
by which the archives of the Department of State are enriched, did he display more vigor and at the same time less
impatience and harshness of expression than in the remark35. Herbert Agar, The People’s Choice (Boston, 1933), 95-96.
36. Foster, op. cit., 251; Adams, op. cit., 300-301.
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able papers which issued from him during this protracted
negotiation with Spain. 37
Secretary Adams quickly notified the government of Spain
that disavowal of a treaty, to be effective, must be prompt.
In this case, Spain waited seven months before notifying the
United States of its action in refusing to ratify the Treaty. Refusal came too late. Adams insisted that De Onis had been
given full power to negotiate and conclude the treaty. “The good
faith of Spain was involved. Mr. Adams likened the situation
to the difference between a covenant to convey lands and the
deed of conveyance itself. Upon a breach of the covenant to convey, Courts of Equity decree that the party who has broken the
covenant shall convey and further, shall make good to the other
party all damages which he has sustained by the breach of contract.” 38
Adams insisted that the king of Spain had sent De Onis to
the United States with full powers to negotiate a treaty, and that
the king had further advised De Onis that “he would approve,
ratify and fulfill whatever may be stipulated and signed,” In fact,
Adams stated that he had evidence to the effect that De Onis under his instructions from the king, “was authorized to concede
much more than he did” (to the Rio Grande). 39
Now Adams, citing Emerich de Vattel’s Le Droit des gens and
G. F. de Martens’ Summary of the Law of Nations, advised our
Minister in Spain that:
The obligation of the King of Spain, therefore in honor
and in justice, to ratify the treaty signed by the Minister,
is as perfect and unqualified as his royal promise in the
full power, and it gives the United States the right, equally
perfect, to compel the performance of that promise. 40
At this time, to avoid all danger and difficulty, princes
reserve to themselves the right of ratifying that which
has been concluded by their Minister in their name. The
full power is merely a commission cum libra. If this commission were to have its full effect, it should be given with
utmost circumspection; but, as princes can be constrained
to fulfill their obligations only by force of arms, the custom
37.
38.
39.
40.

Moore,
Moore,
Moore,
Moore,

op. cit., I, 442-443.
op. cit., V, 188-190.
idem, V, 188-190.
ibid., V, 189.
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has arisen of relying upon their treaties only after they
have sanctioned and ratified them. Whatever the Minister
has concluded remaining ineffectual until ratification by
the prince, there is less danger of giving him a full power.
But to refuse, with honor, to ratify that which has been
concluded in virtue of a full power, the sovereign must have
strong and solid reasons for it, and particularly, he must
show that his minister transcended his instructions. 41

and
Everything that has been stipulated by an agent, in conformity to his full powers, ought to become obligatory for
the state, from the moment of signing, without even waiting for the ratification, . . . except when he who is charged
with the negotiation, keeping within the compass with respect to his full powers, has gone beyond his secret instructions, and consequently has rendered himself liable to
punishment, or when the other party refuses to ratify. 42
Adams admitted that under the American constitution, ratification was “ordered otherwise,” for here concurrence must
be given treaties by the Senate after negotiation and approval by
the President. 43
The United States cabinet, on being notified of Spain’s disavowal, thought of occupying Florida on the ground of necessity
in repelling Indian and Spanish marauders. Spain had neither the
power nor the will to keep Florida from being the starting ground
for these outrages. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, whose
Georgians were particularly exposed to the raids, insisted upon
occupation. President Monroe wisely decided to await the future
action of Spain. 44
Fortunately for the United States, at this time the nations of
Europe were giving aid to the Spanish king in his attempt to retain his throne as against the liberals of Spain. France, Great
Britain, and Russia counseled Spain to ratify the treaty. They also
recommended that the United States pursue a conciliatory course.
In January, 1820, Spain ordered Minister Vives to Washington with instructions to temporize and delay. On arrival in the
41. Vattel, II, Chapter 12, Par. 156; Moore, op. cit., V, 185.
42. Martens, “Summary of Law of Nations,” II, Chap. 1, Par. 3; Moore,
op. cit., V, 185.
43. Moore, op. cit., V, 189 and U. S. Constitution, Article II-(2), Sect.
2; Par. 2.
44. Moore; ibid., I, 442-443.
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United States he immediately accused the United States of protecting piracy, carried on from our ports against Spanish ships
and Spanish property. He demanded that the United States form
no relations with the rebellious South American colonies. 45
Soon thereafter revolution broke out in Spain. A new government was formed, and on October 5, 1820, the Spanish Parliament, in secret session, advised the cession of Florida to the
United States. Accordingly, on October 24, 1820, the king of
Spain signed the treaty ceding the provinces to the United States.
In ratifying the treaty, the King of Spain added a clause expressly
annulling the land grants heretofore held invalid by the United
States. 46 The United States Senate ratified the treaty (for the
second time) February 19, 1821. On February 22, 1821, ratification was approved by President Monroe. 47
Within a year thereafter, on March 8, 1822, President Monroe
suggested to Congress that the Spanish colonies in South America be recognized as independent, and on May 4, 1822, the president approved an act defraying the expenses of an independent
mission sent by the United States to the South American
nations. 48
On December 2, 1823, President Monroe announced the Monroe Doctrine, as formulated by his Secretary of State, John
Quincy Adams :
We owe it, therefore, to candor, and to the amicable relations existing between the United States and those powers,
to declare that we should consider any attempt on their
part to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. 49
Great Britain followed the United States in recognizing the South
American nations on December 14, 1824, and gave official
notice January 1, 1825.
The Spanish diplomats were quite correct in their fears over
the cession of Florida. Transfer of the colony led directly to the
loss of all Spanish colonies of South and Central America.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

Moore, ibid., I, 444.
Idem, and Compiled General Laws of Florida, V, 4827-4828.
Idem.
Moore, op. cit., I, 85.
Moore, op. cit., VI, 401-404. Monroe’s Message, Dec. 2, 1823;
Adams, op. cit., footnote, 300-301.
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The United States was particularly fortunate in its leaders at
this time. President Monroe was an able diplomat in his own
right. Prior to his election to the presidency he had held the offices of governor of Virginia, secretary of state, United States
minister to France, and United States minister to Great Britain.
Along with Livingston he had negotiated the Louisiana Purchase.
Of the part played by General Jackson in Florida negotiations,
Judge John Bassett Moore wrote:
In the cession of Florida, General Jackson displayed that
rare sagacity which afterwards came so singularly to his aid
in mastering not only the opposition of others, but the impulse of his own passions. His personal instincts were for
a Spanish war, and so his unpublished letters, on file in
the Department of State, show. He burned with resentment
at what he considered Spanish atrocities which he thought
were all the more injurious from the feebleness of the power
by which they were upheld. He was ready to seize and occupy Pensacola and other posts which he thought harbored
border Indians or hostile raiders. But while thus making the
United States as uncomfortable a neighbor to Spain as he
could, underneath his correspondence with the Spanish authorities lurked the suggestion, “how much better for you to
sell out.” And purchasing he urged on the administration as
far wiser, surer and cheaper than conquering. 50
Upon ratification of the treaty for the second time, Congress
passed an act implementing the treaty on March 3, 1821. A similar act had been passed to implement the first treaty on March
3, 1819.
On March 12, 1821, President Monroe ordered Secretary of
State Adams to deliver to General Jackson the appointment of
commissioner to take possession of West Florida at Pensacola.
The ceremony took place on July 17, 1821. Colonel Robert
Butler took possession of East Florida at St. Augustine, on July
10, 1821. This letter of the President also gave Jackson the appointment of provisional governor - once surrender was completed. On July 17, 1821, the day of the ceremony at Pensacola,
Major General Andrew Jackson, holding himself to be acting
as governor of the Provinces of the Floridas and “exercising the
power of the Captain General and of the Intendant of the Island
50. Moore, op. cit., I, 441.
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of Cuba over the said provinces,” issued his first proclamation as
governor of Florida.
The Adams letter giving Jackson his appointment of commissioner and governor of the “Province of the Floridas,” March
12, 1821, places the official date of the cession of Florida as February 22, 1819, and not February 22, 1821, the day the treaty
was ratified for the second time. Jackson’s first proclamation
holds to the same effect. 51
On February 22, 1821, Secretary of State John Quincy Adams
made the following entry on the matter of the cession of Florida
in his diary:
I considered the signature of the treaty as the most important
event of my life. It was an event of magnitude in the history
of this Union. The apparent conclusion of the negotiation
had been greatly and unexpectedly advantageous to this
country. It had at once disconcerted and stimulated my personal antagonists and rivals. It promised well for my reputation in the public opinion. Under the petals of this garland of roses the Scapin, Onis, had hidden a viper. His
mock sickness, his use of De Neuville as a tool to perpetrate
a fraud which he did not dare attempt to carry through
himself, his double dealing before and after the signature,
his fradulent declarations to me, and his shuffling equivocations here and in Spain, to acquire the reputation of having
duped the President and me, were but materials in the hands
of my enemies to dose me with poison extracted from the
laurels of the treaty itself. An ambiguity of date, which I
had suffered to escape my notice at the signature of the
treaty, amply guarded against by the phraseology of the
article, but leaving room to chicanery from a mere colorable
question, was the handle upon which the King of Spain,
his rapacious favorites, and American swindling land-jobbers
in conjunction with the ratification of the treaty, while
Clay and his admirers here were snickering at the simplicity
with which I had been bamboozled by the crafty Spaniard.
The partisans of Crawford, and Crawford himself, were exulting in the same contemplation of a slur upon my sagacity,
and delighting in the supposed failure of the negotiation, because its failure brought unavoidable disgrace upon me. By
the goodness of that inscrutable Providence which entraps
dishonest artifice in its own snares. Onis divulged his trick
too soon for its success. Clay was the first to snuff the fra51. Compiled General Laws of Florida, V, 4827-4842.
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grance of this hopeful blasting vapor, and to waft it as his
tribute of incense to the President. The demand of a formal
declaration by Spain that the grants in question were by the
treaty null and void, completely and unequivocably obtained
at last, has thoroughly disappointed all the calculators of my
downfall by the Spanish negotiation, and left me with credit
rather augmented than impaired by the result. 52

It was Adams alone who saw the opening for a break through
to the Pacific in negotiating the cession of Florida. Oregon was
his most massive contribution to Manifest Destiny. Time has
confirmed Adams’ pardonable pride in negotiating the cession
of Florida. The treaty was the greatest diplomatic victory won by
any single individual in the history of the United States of
America. 53
52. Adams, op. cit., 254-256.
53. Bemis, John Quincy Adams and the Foundations of American Foreign
Policy, 339-340. On page 335 the lands ceded are described as follows: “The line began at the mouth of the Sabine River in the sea,
and continued North along the western bank of that river to the 32nd
parallel of latitude; then by a line due north to the Red River; thence
westward up the south bank of the Red River to 100 degrees west
longitude; thence across the Red River, and due north to the south
bank of the Arkansas and westward along that bank to the south in
latitude 42 degrees north; thence westward up that parallel to the
South Sea; the whole as laid down on Melish’s Map.”
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LETTERS OF A CARPETBAGGER IN FLORIDA,
1866-1869
edited by George C. Osborn
LETTERS , written by Daniel Richards to Elihu B.
Washburne, throw considerable light on the hectic days of
Reconstruction in Florida. Not only do these friendly messages
reveal much of what the author actually witnessed of the United
States military occupation in the peninsula state but a number
of referenes are made to the chaotic economic conditions which
existed generally at that time. Although Florida had fewer
Negroes in proportion to population than some of the former
Confederate states, the problem of relations between the races
was one with great complexities. At least some of the obstacles
to the establishment of good relations between the two races in
Florida just after the Civil War are revealed in these letters
of Daniel Richards.
Perhaps the most interesting parts of the letters deal with
the political activities of their author. Among those things of a
political nature, engaged in by Richards while a resident in
Florida were; organizing the Union League, urging the Negroes
to register to vote, endeavoring to raise money for political campaigns, and, most of the time, seeking to promote harmony
within the Republican party.
Both Richards and Washburne were mid-westerners from
Illinois. For years they had been friends. As a Republican member of the national House of Representatives Washburne faithfully served Richards who was one of his constituents. Although
most of these letters were written from Florida, a few of them
were postmarked at Sterling, Illinois, where Richards had gone
home on a visit.
Coming to Florida originally as a United States district tax
commissioner, stationed at Fernandina, Richards later, at his
request, was relieved of the responsibilities of a federal tax collector 1 and in 1867 he was named by the Republican national

T

HESE

1. William E. Chandler to Daniel Richards June 5, 1866, in Elihu B.
Washburne Papers in Library of Congress. All of the Daniel Richards letters edited in this article are in this collection. Although for
some months Richards was to continue as a treasury agent, this letter
indicated a change.
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committee to aid in the organization of the Republican party
in Florida. As a member of the Radical Republican team - that
consisted of Daniel Richards, William U. Saunders and Liberty
Billings-Richards participated in some of the bitterest and
most corrupt political crises in Florida annals.
Fernandina, Fla.
May 7, 1866
Friend Washburne: 2
Dear Sir:
Yesterday was the first that I could get a full copy of the
report of your reconstruction committee. 3 It may be the best
under all the circumstances that can be done but still I think it
will fail in some essential particulars to attain the end designed
by the committee and the country. Under such a reconstruction
policy the ballot will now be given to the negro I fear. The inducement to do so, is now sufficient to overcome the prejudices
of the chivalry.
The great majority of these rebels care but very little about
the representation in Congress if they can only return to the
entire control of the State government and the administration
of the laws of the State. Were the proposition made to the rebels
in Florida direct to deprive them of all representation in the
national councils or they must give the negroes the elective franchise and I have not the least doubt but the vote would be
overwhelmingly against giving the ballot to the negroes. They
see that if he once gets a vote he can never be deprived of it
again, and away goes at once all control of the entire machinery
of the State government..
Under the policy as reported by your committee, the worst
rebels can hold the highest offices in the State but if the negro,
could vote there would be no doubt about the results. Although
2. Elihu B. Washburne of Illinois served as a Republican in the Congress, 1853-1869, and was, for a short time, secretary of state under
President U. S. Grant before going abroad as minister to France.
Consult Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949
(Washington, 1950), 1980.
3. The Congressional Reconstruction Committee was a joint congressional committee created by Congress on December 13, 1865. Elihu
B. Washburne was chairman of a subcommittee to investigate political conditions in Florida, Louisiana and Texas. William W. Davis,
Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida (New York, 1913), 440.
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they are prohibited from passing or enforcing any law that makes
any discrimination among the inhabitants, still they will find
ten thousand ways to evade this if all the officers of the State
government and all the Courts of the State are constantly seeking to favor rebels and make treason both honorable and profitable. And the only effectual remedy for this in my opinion is to
give all parties interested in the laws and their execution a voice
in saying who shall make, execute and administer the same.
Laws will be passed and executed seemingly equal to all
classes but there will be such a wide range in the penalties, that
will enable them for the same offense to punish with great
severity union men and negroes, while rebels will go scot free.
Again, we have already seen here in this place what a
chance any man has who is known to be a union man before
the kind of jury these rebel sheriffs will summons. Every man
who has a drop of loyal blood in his veins is as carefully excluded from the jury as though he had the plague.
Now, if you know of any other effectual remedy for all this
but the ballot for all, which is but simple justice I will hear
you. For the same reason that these rebels were opposed to arming negroes with guns, are they now opposed to arming them
with ballots - a consciousness that it will be used against them.
A war of the races here at the south such as “Moses” 4 fears can
only be prevented by equal suffrage.
Scarcely has that war begun in earnest on the part of the
rebels with no lawful mode of resistance given to the blacks
under the state laws. These laws deprive them of all weapons
of defense and deprive them of all political rights and these
rebels shoot them down as they would wild beasts whenever
they can get them out of sight of union white men. The blacks
are secretly arming themselves and are getting thoroughly organized all over the State. And it requires no very great stretch of
the imagination to see the terrible state of things towards which
we are rapidly tending.
Such a number of negroes have been shot lately who have
been over near the mainland to fish or hunt and you, cannot get
them to go to the main land to work unless some white man
4. “Moses,” was the name given to President Andrew Johnson by the
Radicals.
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goes with them. There are 7 or 8 large saw mills just erected here
and they all want logs and there are plenty negroes to get them,
but they will not go unless accompanied by white men. They
have learned full well of the fiendish spirit that pursues them, and
were it not for the influence and control of the union men over
them they would, before this, have taken revengeance on these
men who have deprived them of everything but life, and are now
seeking to take that.
“Moses” would avoid a war of races he must distribute his
guns and ballots equally and then all will become quiet and harmonious, and as calm as the troubled sea of an adverse wind.
I write you so often I am almost ashamed to send this but
as I do not write to have you answer them, you perhaps may
take the time to read my letters.
Yours truly and sincerely,
D[aniel] Richards
Fernandina, Fla.
May 12, 1866
Friend Washburne
Dear Sir:
I have written you some five times since I came down here
and have no knowledge that you have received only two of the
5
letters - one sent you by Crippen and one to which you replied
before that.
Since I sent you the letter by Crippen I have written you
three others - one quite a large package with a newspaper in it
and a long article from Judge Smith 6 in regard to Mr. Stickney 7
and have some anxiety to know that these letters have all reached
you, as I have said something about “Moses” that I would not
like to get into the wrong parties hands. I feel some anxiety about
it from the fact that my brother-in-law writes me that he has
5. Paul Crippen was a Negro Republican who was a United States
marshall stationed at Fernandina in 1866 and a financial agent in
Florida in 1868. He was very active in the constitutional convention of 1868. Jacksonville Weekly Florida Union May 26, 1866;
Davis, op. cit., 508.
6. Probably Judge Joseph L. Smith of Saint Augustine.
7. L. D. Stickney was named 1862 as a federal district tax commissioner. He “mixed politics and private business indiscriminately and
for his pecuniary advantage.” See Davis, op. cit., 273.
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not received my letters to him. I am forced to the conclusion
that there are some mean devils between here and Washington
who are rifling our mails. I get an opportunity to send this and
have it mailed in New York. There is a determination on the part
of these old blockade runners and pirates to drive every union boat
off from the waters. Three times they accidentally run into the
Ella, a union mail boat and the last time killed 3 persons and
finally compelled her to go north.
After that our mail was brought here by unauthorized parties
or pirates. It is not to be wondered at that all letters do not go
through safe. If you will please take the trouble to drop me a
line stating about what number you have received from me and
if the package came through all right you will oblige me.
The union men in this section are feeling well today. After
waiting some three weeks after seeing the account of General
Grant’s special orders and hearing nothing more from it the rebels
here came to the conclusion that the papers had been mistaken
and that there was no such order issued. In the meantime, General Fosters had first sent an order to the Colonel in command
of the Fort here to assist the Civil authorities when called upon.
And then another, which I enclose, for the Colonel to report to
him cases when he thinks justice will not be done for his (Foster’s) action. Under this vascillating policy of Foster’s who was
trying to assist the rebels all he could they became bold again
and set the machinery of their course in motion to disposses parties of their property. For two or three days past they have been
serving notices on parties that today they should proceed to put
them out of their houses and were expecting to have the assistance
of the military to assist them if there was any resistance.
8. General U. S. Grant’s special order placed Florida under military
rule. The United States army of occupation was entrenched in power
in Florida from March 15, 1867 to July 4, 1868. Davis, op. cit.,
463.
9. General J. G. Foster was in command of Florida in 1865 when the
state became a part of the Division of the Gulf. Consult The War
of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies, 129 vols. and index (Washington, 18801901), XLIX, Part 2, 964. Foster later became head of the Freedmen’s Bureau in Florida. United States Senate Executive Documents:
39 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 6; 43-44.
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Last night a meeting was held by our League or Club 10
and we resolved to not resist the military authorities if they should
interfere but to oppose with all the means God had blessed us
with, any attempt by the Civil authorities of the State to dispossess
parties holding their property by U.S. authority.
Rebel General Finegan 11 was the leader of the rebel force
or rather the support of the sheriff and a nice time was anticipated. The shooting irons were put in order and go ready for
use last night on Amelia Island 12 by the Union men both black
and white. The sheriff had his pockets full of writs and was to
commence the dance at ten o’clock today. The leading rebels
made a great parade of buying buck shot yesterday very publicly
and a jolly dance was in waiting for them.
This morning early we sent a committee to the Colonel of
the Fort to learn what, under Foster’s orders, he proposed to do
in case of a collision which he and all of us deemed imminent.
When our Committee arrived at his quarters the Colonel was just
opening a letter containing General Grant’s Special Order To
Florida. Of course that settled the whole thing. Had it arrived
but a few hours later there would have been a scare, [a] backdown or a nice little fight as we learn that the Military under
Foster’s orders would have remained neutral.
We shall call a special meeting of our union club and pass
some complementary resolutions to General Grant for his timely
interference to protect union men and preserve the peace of this
community.
It is a great mistake that some parties labor under at the
North then, that there are not good union men enough here
who can take the test oath, to fill all the federal offices in this
State. In a short time we will have some State organization by
which we will have some system about filling these offices in
their State.
10. The league or club obviously referred to the local Union League or
the Republican Club, created by the Republican politicians, to win
and to keep the political friendship of the Negroes. For the legal
and other aims of the Union League see Walter L. Fleming, ed.,
Documentary History of Reconstruction 2 vols. (Cleveland, 1907),
II, 3-33.
11. General Joseph Finegan was commander of the Confederate troops
in East Florida during the latter part of the war. As an unpardoned
military officer, he became one of the leading “Rebels” in Florida.
Davis, op. cit., 229 passim.
12. Amelia Island is located off the Northeast Florida coast.
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It is the opinion of the best men in the State that it is not
safe to withdraw this military from this State for a long time to
come and that the Civil rights bill can only be enforced at the
point of the bayonet. (only yesterday afternoon a colored woman,
nearly white, called at a rebel drugstore for a dose of medicine
and it was given by the rebel clerk and she sunk down before
she got home, only a few rods, and died before dark. He, rumor
14
says, gave her morphene. The agent of the Freedman’s Bureau
is having a post mortem examination today). Thus they are
seeking in all ways to take these creatures lives. A terrible retribution awaits them whenever the union people cease to be able
to restrain these blacks. The union men ought to be regarded
as the true friends of the south for the blacks have confidence in
them, and will be controlled by them. But if these rebels are
allowed to control this State and administer the laws there is,
pretty close ahead of us, serious trouble. Disfranchisement, banishment, confiscation or almost anything would be merciful to
these rebels themselves compared with giving them supreme controlling authority in all branches of the government here in the
South.
I have been receiving some documents from Washington and
have given them circulation, but all at once they cease to come.
A special agent must be sent down here and follow our man
through and find where the mischief is. I think it is at Savannah
but perhaps not.
Yours truly,
Daniel Richards
13. The Civil Rights Bill was enacted by Congress in March, 1866.
Vetoed by President Andrew Johnson, Congress repassed the bill with
the constitutionally required majorities over the president’s veto in
April. James Ford Rhodes, History of the United States Since the
Compromise of 1850 9 vols., (New York, 1882-1922), V, 580 ff.
14. The Freedmen’s Bureau was created by congressional enactment,
March 3, 1865 as a branch of the War Department. Consult United
States Statutes at Large (Washington, 1866), XIII, 507-509. One
student saw in this bureau a “form of political atavism suggestive of
. . . Modern Russia.” Davis, op. cit., 378. The best book on the
Freedmen’s Bureau is George R. Bentley, A History of the Freedmen's
Bureau (Philadelphia, 1955).
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Fernandina [Florida]
May 15, 1866

Friend W[ashburne]:
Attached to this you will find a summons from the State
Circuit Court to a party who holds property here by title from
the United States. These rebels, since General Grant’s order
arrived, have given up the notion of turning any body out of possession but are now grinding out these Civil processes and are
serving them by the hat full. The result will be to obtain judgments in their court for any amount they may wish against the
purchasers of property here, no matter what the defense. And
then annoy and embarrass men with these judgments.
I think the Colonel Commanding the Fort 15 here will notify
the sheriff and clerk not to issue or service any more of these
papers without first submitting them to him, as he considers it
a violation of General Grant’s order. He will, I think, also serve
notice on the judge of the court to dismiss these cases without
cost to defendent as the proper tribunal for them to be decided
in is the U.S. Courts and his State Court has no jurisdiction and
that he will cease to entertain these suits that are nothing but
malicious prosecutions. And which are attended with a great deal
of cost to the defendent and keep the entire community in a
state of excitement.
All costs have to be paid by the defendent before any appeal
can be taken from any of their courts. And by compelling parties
to employ and pay costs of suit and then take judgment against
them at any rate their former owners, and, at present, rebels
seek to annoy, prosecute and worry union men out so that they
will be compelled to abandon their property and leave the State.
The Colonel thinks he is justified in putting a stop to the
whole thing and requiring these rebels to so much respect the
government of the United States at least as to bring suits that
clearly belong there in the U.S. Courts.
Yours truly and respectfully,
Daniel Richards
You will notice this summons is issued at the insistance of
15. The colonel commanding the fort at Fernandina was Colonel John
T. Sprague. Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, February 15, 1867;
Saint Augustine Examiner January 5, 1867.
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Joseph Finegan, an unpardoned rebel Major General and who
is doing more to keep up and create bad feelings between parties
here, and especially towards all union men, than any other man
in Florida. I consider him today the leading rebel in Florida.
Fernandina, Florida
May 21, 1866
Dear Friend: [Washburne]
Your letter of the 10th is at hand; also the Washington Republic and Chicago Tribune from you, for which accept thanks.
I am glad to get some of my mail, and have occasionally a northern paper come through. I have subscribed for the N.Y. Tribune,
the Washington Chronicle and the N.Y. World but they have all
stopped coming. They would undoubtedly let the World come
through if they could know what paper it is without tearing off
the wrapper. But after the wrapper is torn off, it is too late to
send it along without its showing that it has been examined. So
I get no news except what these rebels will graciously let me have.
That special commissioner from the Treasury Department is
here. He has been here now a week. He is Mr. B. F. Truman,
the President’s private Secretary and also correspondent for the
N.Y. Times. As he landed here he was seized upon by these
rebels and went right into their hands.
He is a fast young man who likes good wine, champaign and
the women. These rebels soon learned how to approach him and
run him. He seems to be very gravely impressed with the importance of his mission, but if some one invites him to go and
drink, or see the women, or play billiards all day he soon becomes
entirely oblivious to the pressing necessity [of] getting along with
his investigations.
Although he may have been sent here to examine into the
conduct of Stickney, he at once fell into these leading rebels
hands, the same that I did, when I came, and they of course
seek to render the whole Commission odious and get him to report for the removal of all of us, and have new men appointed
in our places, who they hope will better do their bidding. Stickney would be very willing to go out provided he could get [Judge
Joseph] Smith and me removed too, and especially Smith. If
Stickney has not made himself rich out of the office, it is be-
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cause he has not received pay in proportion to the amount of dirty
work he has done for these rebels. But I learn he has made a
large amount and has some of it deposited with Jay Cooke & Co.,
Washington. 16
From my intercourse with him I believe Judge Smith to be
an honest man but these rebels had impressed Mr. Truman with
the belief that Stickney was honest and that Smith was the rascal
who required his attention more than any other man. Every
little triffling circumstance has been magnified by them into a
damning suspicion against Smith, which, when explained
amounts to nothing. If Mr. Truman would take the time to investigate all the charges against Smith he would find that they
were all groundless and in most instances, as is often the case
these charges and suspicious circumstances, would themselves
establish the fact beyond question of his honesty. But it would
take all summer to investigate just what complaints are already
made against him and at the close of the season there would
be more summons before him than he had acted upon.
But the great labor of these rebels is to create a sufficient
prejudice against Smith to get a report for his removal and perhaps for mine. They tell Truman I am trying to organize and
arm the blacks when the truth is they are nearly all armed, and
I think pretty well organized, and were before I came here, and
I have not spoken to more than half a dozen blacks since I came
here nor have I spent half an hour in all, talking with them since
I have been on this island. We, the Union men here, have a far
different and more difficult duty to preform and that is to restrain
the blacks from taking vengance {sic} on these infernal rascals.
The blacks know their strength and power that at anytime they
can drive every rebel into the sea, or kill him, and still the rebels
are so infatuated, so mad, such fools as to all the time be heaping abuse and illtreatment upon these poor beings. They succeed
admirably in making it hard work for the union men to keep
the blacks down and to maintain order.
But Mr. Truman seems very friendly to me and I hardly
think he will report against me. Still you can not trust a man
16. Jay Cooke and Company was the chief financier of the Civil War.
Ellis B. Oberholtzer, Jay Cooke, Financier of the Civil War, 2 vols.
(Philadelphia, 1907).
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who is nearly all the time drunk, and surrounded by such influences as he has been since he came here. I should fear these
little rebel girls here could get him to report anything they should
desire by granting him what he desires. We are trying to get
him away from these indecent influences and get him sober
enough to comprehend the real state of things here, but I do not
know that we shall succeed. I know the true union men here,
to a man, believe Stickney is a knave, and that he is in the employ of the rebels to get back their property and get other favors
for them; while they are equally as unanimous in their confidence in Smith.
Should he report in favor of the removal of any but Stickney,
it will not be to subserve the interests of justice or the treasury,
but for other purposes. It will be to gratify these rebels and
enable the President to appoint his friends to the offices: I think
these rebels have succeeded in making him believe that neither
Judge Smith nor myself are especially Johnson men, and if we
are removed, it will not be because anything is proved against
us but that.
It is a disgrace to any government worth living under, that
such a man should be sent down here, however he may report.
And I write you this in confidence that you may know the facts
as they exist.
I feel pretty safe myself but he may be induced to report
against all of us, to save the face of Stickney. He has written
an article for the Times 17 which you will see in a day or two
after you get this package.
You may if you choose and you think it may be of consequence, see Trumbull 18 about confirming any appointment in
Smith’s or my place, should the President remove either of us on
the recommendation of such a man as this Truman. It will be
an outrage not to remove Stickney, but it will be a greater outrage to remove Judge Smith.
Matters are very quiet here at present. This is the most Godforsaken place to get news, about what is going on in the rest
17. Probably the New York Times.
18. Senator Lyman Trumbull of Illinois, who served as justice of the
Illinois Supreme Court, 1848-1853 and as United States senator,
1855-1873. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 17741949 (Washington, 1950), 1934.
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of the world, that I ever expected to live in. The whole country
might secede from Florida before we would know it. The boats
arrive here pretty regular, but not more than half of them bring
any papers. The boats, all but one, are in the hands of rebels
and they suppress or exclude from on board anything the rebels
don’t want us to read. But we hope to soon effect a remedy for
all this. We shall be able to give assurance to union boats that
they will be patronized and protected, and shall ask that the
government adopt measures to protect the mail.
Yours most respectfully,
D[aniel] Richards
Fernandina, Florida
June 7, 1866
Friend Washburne :
B. C. Truman private Secretary of the President-correspondent of the New York Times - and special Commissioner sent
by the President and Secretary McCulluck 19 [sic] has come and
did it, and gone.
Now I think it due to the Commissioners here, due to the
union party, to decency and morality and especially due to the
United States Senate as part of the appointing power that the
Senate send some decent fair man down here to examine into
the doing of the Commissioners and report the true conditions
of things in this country.
Truman was here three weeks and did not see a sober day
while here and never spent an hour’s time in the company of
union men unless his business or circumstances compelled it.
He has never counselled with union men, nor a union man,
since he has been in the State about the condition of matters
here but has spent the entire time with the leading rebels and
about the gay shops and with loose women.
At the first interview I had with him he rather introduced
himself by telling me about what kind of disposition he had
and his faults were, if he had any, that he was fond of good
wine, champaign suppers and the women. He has demonstrated
fully his talents in that direction since he has been here. Of
course I do not know how much weight his report will have
19. Probably Hugh McCulloch, Secretary of the Treasury.
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either with the Secretary of the Treasury or the President, but
he says he can set up or knock down just whom he pleases. If
so I shall expect he will report against me as arming and organizing the blacks which is of course as false as _____ and he and
those rebels who have got him to report this know it is a lie. It
is because I have used my influence in behalf of union men and
in favor of vindicating the authority of the United States and the
laws of the general government in opposition to the operation
of the States Courts to deprive parties of their rights that this
lie is told of me.
He will report in favor of the removal of all the Commission
except probably S. D. Stickney who is the only one of the commissioners against whom serious charges were ever made. Him,
I shall expect he will endeavor to defend against the charges
which, if the one half were true, would send him to the penitentary.
Stickney has been for some time in the employ and laboring
in the interests of these rebels and has betrayed his union friends,
many of whom came here upon his urgent solicitation and purchased property. And this is the man who must at all hazzards
be shielded and protected.
Of course there has been so little done since I got here that
they can find no charges of corruption against me, but if the Commissioners with whom I am to be associated are corrupt, bad men,
I certainly want it shown. But Truman’s report will show rascality
where there is none and cover up all there really is. He has travelled or staggered about from place to place and taken the statement of Tom, Dick and Harry about the Tax Commissioners
and especially the soreheads who have lost their property by
engaging in the rebellion and from them even letting the Commissioners know what these statements were. He will make up a
report upon which the highest officials in our government are
expected to base important action.
Now had you better not see Senator Trumbull and get him
to introduce and get passed a resolution appointing some man to
come down here in whom the public and perhaps the President
will have confidence and will do justice by, not only the Tax
Commissioners, but by the Union men who are struggling against
a terrible foe and feel that they cannot afford to be slandered and
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vilified by a man who claims he speaks for the President and
the Secretary of the Treasury.
At any rate Judge Trumbull can ventilate the matter and
ask the Secretary Treasury by resolution how this investigation
was pursued by Truman. But give us a man to come down here
and examine and report, if possible. I leave the matter of course
to your discretion and judgment after talking with Senator
Trumbull about it.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Fernandina [Florida]
June 11, 1866
Dear Friend : [Washburne]
Since that private Secretary left here these rebels have let
the cat out of the bag and told what he designed to do and are
in high glee over it.
I am to be reported against because of the letter of mine to
General Grant upon which was issued that special order for
this State. They obtained a copy of the letter, I think, from General Foster while Truman was here, and that is to be the real
cause of my removal if I am removed. They did care more about
that order than anything that has come across them since the
war, as it entirely upset their little schemes to deprive union men
of their rights and property and to drive them out of the State.
Foster’s interpretation of General Grant’s previous order and the
President’s proclamation of peace had pretty nearly given them
the field here and everybody here knows that the order coming
as it did saved us serious difficulty. And this man Truman has
returned to your city after assuring these rebels that I shall be
sacrificed at all hazzards, because of my influence in these matters.
Although all my sympathies and feelings were with the union
men in the contest still even if I had had no choice or had been
on the other side, my simple instinct of self preservation would
have influenced me to the course I took to settle the whole matter,
for no men would have been safe here had a collision taken place.
I do not profess or pretend to any great amount of courage
and must confess that I did not much relish the thought of having
the wild spirit of insurrection turned loose here in this place.
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Enclosed you will find a document from the Treasury Department which I am told is entirely unusual in such cases and
from what was said to my brother-in-law then I am satisfied, and
so is General Barrett, 20 that I stand a fair chance to be removed.
Sales here have all been suspended for months by the Secretary of Treasury and consequently there is nothing for the Commissioners to do and we have done nothing since I arrived here.
So it is not for official acts or official misconduct that I am guilty
but something else.
Were there ever so much to do it could not be done during
the hot months of the summer as everybody is away from home
and no one expects to do any business for three month to come.
Unconditional furloughs have always been granted the Commissioners before through the summer, and my case is made the
first exception.
Please hand the enclosed to Mr. Chandler 21 or send it to
him that he may know that I have not accepted it. I have thought
you might obtain a different furlough for me but do not know
that it is best to press the matter, and indeed I do not think it
best at present, and do not wish to make you any further trouble
about it, but just wish you to understand if I am removed what
it is for.
The picture that some of us had been organizing or arming
the negroes was abandoned last week as the leading rebels tried
all the week to get our club or members of it indicted for that
and for treason against the State and failed with a jury of their
own making, - many of them guerrillas at that. They could not
prove a single thing against one member of our Club that was
even opposed to the laws of Florida. So they had to change
their attack on me and obtain from either Governor Walker 22 or
20. Possibly General John H. Barrett, commissioner of pensions, 1866.
See Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian July 26, 1866.
21. William E. Chandler was assistant secretary of the Treasury in President Andrew Johnson’s cabinet, 1865-1867. The best biography of
Chandler is Leon B. Richardson, William E. Chandler, Republican
(New York, 1940).
22. Governor David S. Walker was an old-line Whig and an ex-Confederate, who was chosen governor in 1866. He successfully urged the
Florida legislature to reject the proposed ratification of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Federal Constitution. See Davis, op. cit., 436437; Philip D. Ackerman, Jr., “Florida Reconstruction From Walker
Through Reed, 1865-1873’’ (Unpublished master’s Thesis, University
of Florida, 1948).
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General Foster a copy of my letter to Lieutenant General Grant.
Whatever the pretense, all charges may be against me, this
is my real offense and the leading rebels here have been heard
to boast that for this I would have to suffer.
I presume Stickney will, through the efforts of Truman, get
an unconditional furlough to go north. If there has been any
stealing, swindling, plundering done on this Commission since
it was first organized this man Stickney has had more to do with
it than any other man. And still I learn he, by Truman’s report,
is to be unexcused, or exonerated and defended and all the balance of the Commission reported against.
And such is justice under a Republican government with
the great union party of the Country in power, but administered
by Andrew Johnson through his most excellent reconstruction
policy, with Ben C. Truman as confidential adviser and tool,
whose mission it is to represent as symetrical and fair the monstrosities of government, and the perversion of law and justice.
If you deem it of consequence enough you will, if you can
get time, converse with such Senators as you may think best, and
let them know the real state of the case and apply such remedy
as you and they may deem best. I have thought best to write
you at Washington thinking you might be there as soon as this
will reach there.
Yours most respectfully
D[aniel] Richards
Sterling [Illinois]
September 11, 1866
Dear friend :
[Parts of this letter were omitted because they did not pertain to Florida.]
I think the time has gone by to sacrifice principle to save any
man’s feelings and when a man goes over to the rebel camp and
betrays his country and won’t go and hang himself, I am in
favor of doing the job for him.
“Moses” is doing a great work for us by justifying the New
Orleans riot 23 and playing black-guard all over the country. I
23. The New Orleans riot occurred July 30, 1866. There were nearly
200 casualties, largely Negroes. Rhodes op. cit., V, 611-613.
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have offered my services to the [Florida] State Central Committee
but they advise me not to resign my office. I may have been removed months ago but I hear nothing of it. I know that a
miserable Copperhead from Fernandina has been to Washington
to get my office and he may be discharging the duties of the office
down there for all I know.
Since the New Orleans riot when the President ordered the
military to sustain Civil authorities, I consider it very unsafe for
me or any such man to remain in the South. So long as General
Grant ordered military protection of the union men in the South,
as a rule it was all right. But now with such miserable doughfaces as Foster in command there whose orders reach backwards
and forwards the same, I consider General Grant’s order virtually
revoked or suspended.
So soon as it is understood that the military is to sustain the
civil authorities and not act independently of said authorities,
the Union men had better get out of that country.
In local papers there, as soon as I left, there were the most
abusive personal attacks upon me and appeals to the popular
prejudice against me - that I was a distorter of the public peace
and had come down there to organize a revolution and overthrow
the State government and had created a bad state of feeling between the Freedmen and the Rebels, all calculated to inflame and
excite public feelings towards me and intimidate me from coming
back, or to encourage an assault upon me if I did come. True,
I did aid in organizing a union club and did expect to know
that if union men could be assured protection that they would
soon organize all over the State and overthrow and revolutionize
the State government. But I never advised any other course
there than that which I supposed to be a legitimate and peaceful
one - equality by first discussion and by the ballot. But this is
not to be tolerated under the “Moses” plan and I subject myself
to the fate of the New Orleans if I attempt it.
Should I not learn anything about my removal I suppose I
shall return in some two weeks and take my chances and they
must take theirs.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
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Sterling [Illinois]
November 6, 1866

Dear Friend :
It was with a feeling somewhat of sadness that I received and
read your letter last evening. I had been anticipating my pay on
salary, and had contracted some debts that seemed necessary to
enable me to support my family, and now the thing looks a little
dark and disheartening. I am poor and have received but $642
in all from my office, and have in expenses in going and coming and staying in Washington waiting for my Commission, expended nearly as much. So that if I receive no more pay which
your letter indicates, I consider that my office has been a great
pecuniary disadvantage to me. I do not say this in any complaining spirit towards you for I feel under great obligation to you
and know you have done everything for me you could and will
continue to do so, but I write this that you may know the facts.
In my fidelity to my party - to our candidates and the principles of our party, which thank God are now the governing principles of our country, I claim to be second to none. Many have
labored with more ability for the triumph of the union party,
and the ascendency of loyalty and patriotism in our country,
but none with more sincerity and singleness of purpose.
I must say as viewed from the present prospect, my removal
has hardly been as gratifying as I could wish. Had I known I
was removed or that my pay was stopped, I could have made
some money in the canvass as the State Central Committee wanted
I should take an active part in the canvass.
I wrote Rollins (the officer with whom we have to communicate) in October and asked him if I was removed, and he wrote
me that I was not nor was the thing in contemplation that he
knew of. Since then I have rested rather easy only writing some
editorials for the papers and have avoided making myself unnecessarily obnoxious by getting into the papers as one of the
Speakers in the canvass. When I arrived in Washington last July
I met that miserable Truman and he showed me a copy of a speech
he said it was reported I made on July 4th at Fernandina. It
was written out by S. D. Stickney who was not within a quarter
of a mile of it when it was delivered and of course was all or nearly all false.
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So Stickney blamed me for getting him removed and this
speech being sent to Truman. I was aware or thought at least
this was to effect me with the President, and I asked Truman
if that was not the object and he promised me it should not be
used for that purpose and that the president nor the Secretary of
the Treasury 24 should see it. I remained in Washington a week
after that and before leaving went to the Treasury Department
or rather to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and asked
him if there were any charges against me in the Treasury Depart.
and he said there were not and if any were made against me he
would let me know that I might be heard in defense. In the meantime I drew up the written communication to the Commissioners
in reply to that reported speech of mine intending to present it
in case that charge was preferred against me. I send it also to
you now that you may make such use of it as you think best.
So my removal has not been formally acted upon yet, it may avail
something with the Dept. Still I can hardly hope for anything
favorable from that source. Of course, should I be reinstated that
would relieve the matter of the embarrassment about the pay
and I could at once, if desirable, go down there and assist in
closing up the business of the Commission. Still, understand that
I ask nothing as a matter of favor from either President Johnson or Secretary McCullough but that simple justice may be rendered me, and that I be not removed for something I didn’t say.
But in the name of God and humanity who can expect justice
from a President who will be influenced by, and act upon the advice and recommendation of such a drunken bloat as Ben C.
Truman!
I do not like to trouble you any more Mr. Washburne with
my business but without my pay from the Department the future
looks a little darker for me than before, since I have been in the
State.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards.
24. The secretary of the Treasury in November, 1866, was Hugh McCulloch. Rhodes, op. cit., V, 524, passim.

Published by STARS, 1957

81

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 36 [1957], Iss. 3, Art. 1
258

F L O R I D A H I S T O R I C A L Q UARTERLY
Sterling [Illinois]
November 7, 1866

Friend Washburne :
Dear Sir:
In my letter to you yesterday I omitted to enclose the very
silly speech which I was reported to have made in Florida. I
send it to you this morning as it should purposely accompany
the other paper. I saw the manscript in Truman’s hands before it was sent to the Times and discovered it to be Stickney’s
and then Truman told me Stickney wrote and sent it to him
to show the President and have it published but that he should
do neither and if any other party undertook to use it against me
at the Dept. he would tell the President that I denied making any
such speech. But in a day or two I found he lied about publishing it and presumed he would use it against me and drew up the
statement sent you yesterday.
I learn that men and money have been sent on posthaste to
Washington in the interest of Sackett. Try and see that it all
does him no good. Parties acquainted with Old Thad S[tevens] 25
have you expecting to do something with him for Sackett. Sackett 26 seems disposed to protect Charley and his father-in-law
and it rather seems to deprive us of a proper organ here. S. S.
Patterson and others wished to get something into the papers
about Sackett and “where he stood” the day after the election
but not a word, casting any reflections of Sackett or Truman has
appeared since and they were handled with altogether too much
care before election to suit some of us. I think they should be
taught that there is punishment after death if not before.
Of course I shall await with great anxiety the action of the
Department on my account. I don’t want to make you so much
trouble, but will try and reciprocate as I have opportunity.
Yours respectfully,
Daniel Richards
25. Thaddeus Stevens, a Representative from Pennsylvania, who was first
elected as a Whig and later as a Republican, served in Congress
several terms and was very bitter towards the South during Reconstruction. See Biographical Directory of the American Congress,
1774-1949 (Washington, 1950), 1863.
26. The editor was unable to identify further Sackett and Charley.
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Jacksonville, Florida
November 11, 1867

Private
My Dear Friend:
27
General Conway is here and is on an extensive tour through
all the Southern States doing some very mean and dirty work
in the interest of Chief Justice Chase 28 for the Presidency. He
represents that he comes fresh from the Congressional Committee 29 and also from the National Union League 30 and that every
dollar coming South and every speaker retained in the South
depends upon his report and his report depends upon whether
the Presidents of the Leagues and leading men in the Republican
party are willing to pledge support to Chase as opposed to General Grant. Everybody here is poor and we need money very
much. And that is why I regard his mission as the more infamous.
He caught a ______ in the President of the U.S. of our state who is
the colored man sent here by the Congressional Committee and
is one of the three of our radical team 31 as we are called.
This man, Colonel Wm. U. Saunders, 32 Colonel Billings 33
27. General Conway, in his tour of the South in behalf of Salmon P.
Chase’s candidacy for the Republican nomination for president was
not very circumspect in his speeches. He was reprimanded by General J. M. Schofield. See Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, May
17, 1867.
28. Salmon P. Chase of Ohio who served as United States senator, 1861,
as secretary of the Treasury, 1861-1864 and as chief justice of the
United States Supreme Court, 1864-1873. Chase presided at the impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson, 1868, Biographical
Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington,
1950), 969.
29. Probably the Republican Congressional Elections Committee which
planned the campaign strategy and aided in the election of Republican candidates, especially the candidates for membership in Congress.
30. The National Union League was an organization of a semi-secret
nature established by the Republican party to enlist the Negroes in
the South in the Republican party. In Florida the leagues were
organized by Daniel Richards, William U. Saunders and Liberty
Billings. Davis, op. cit., 470-471; Tallahassee Floridian April 16,
26, June 3, 1867.
31. The Florida radical Republican team consisted of Daniel Richards
from Illinois, William U. Saunders, Negro from Maryland, and
Liberty Billings from New Hampshire. See ibid., February 11, 18,
1868.
32. Colonel William U. Saunders, a Negro from Maryland, appeared
in Florida, 1867. He was reputed to have been sent by the Republican National Committee to perfect the organization of the Republican party in Florida. Rowland H. Rerick, Memoirs of Florida, 2 vols.
(Atlanta, 1902), I, 303.
33. Colonel Liberty Billings, an ex-official of a Negro regiment, who
settled in Florida at end of the war. Billings, from New Hampshire,
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and myself have actually created the Republican party in more
than three-quarters of our State - have swept all cliques and
factions out of existence and broken all the slates of the tricky
politicians. Of course complaints, have gone up to Washington to
lobby against all of us and particularly against Colonel Saunders
from all the leaders of all the cliques in the State.
Appeals loud, long and pathetic have been made to ____
to recall Saunders and now Conway comes from -- with the
assurance that if Saunders will pledge his influence and support
to Chase as against General Grant he will be sustained by the
Congressional Committee and we can have all the money needed.
Thank God Saunders could not be intimidated nor bribed.
He answered Conway that whether he was sustained here or recalled he would not pledge his support to any man living but
when time to act came he should go for the man that he thought
we could most surely triumph with. He was a soldier in our
army all through the war and prefers General Grant to any man
living.
Conway says the Congressional Committee is divided but
Bullock 34 is for Chase and so is Edmunds 35 of the League so
that all the funds or aid from there is hereafter to depend upon
this Presidential question. Nothing could be more embarrassing
or disastrous to the Republican party in the South at this time.
The Secretary and Treasury of our State Committee 36 has
pledged himself to Chase and now if you can control the direction
of any funds to our State, send to me or Colonel William U.
Saunders, as we shall both be very much annoyed in getting any
was “a tall, slender, blackhaired, rough, unscrupulous, hard-fisted
in offices and thrifty in politics.” Popular with Florida Negroes, he
“kissed the black babies, spoke often of God and did his best to stir
up strife between the races.” Davis, op. cit., 471.
34. Robert W. Bullock was a judge of the probate court, 1866-1868,
Democratic candidate for lieutenant-governor, 1870 and, later,
1889-1893 a member of Congress. Biographical Directory of the
American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington, 1950) 914; J. E.
Dovell, Florida, Historical-Dramatic-Contemporary, 4 vols. (New
York, 1951), II, 563-591.
35. Edmunds of the League was probably United States Senator George
F. Edmunds of Vermont who as a Republican was active in the
Union League. Biographical Directory of the American Congress,
1774-1949 (Washington, 1950), 1119.
36. Possibly J. B. Oliver who was secretary of the state executive committee of the Conservative Party. See Tallahassee Weekly Floridian,
July 28, 1868.
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money out of his hands he knowing that we are both out and out
Grant men.
This movement of Conway-Bullock & Co. will divide and
break up the Republican party all over the South unless it is
counter attacked. All was going on well here before he came.
In our tour through the State we had, we believed and we still
believe, made the Convention and secured a majority of our
friends as delegates and also had secured control of the coming
nominating State Convention for State offices. But he comes
here and if we will not eat the dirt he turns to the very leaders
of the factions we had dethroned and proposes to give them control of all funds coming into our State if they will only cry outgreat is Chase - and of course they will do it.
Most respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Write me hereQuincy Florida Nov[ember] 13, 1867
My Dear Friend:
I do not expect you to reply to all my letters to you. I am
aware of the great press of business upon you and your state of
health and many of my letters I write for you to get an impression
of the situation here and ask for no reply.
I have been very ill and have only so far recovered as to be
able to come over here and see about my election to the convention for which I am a candidate from this county and expect
to be elected.
We - the radical team as we are called - including Colonel
Liberty Billings, Colonel William U. Saunders and myself think
we have secured a large majority of the friends in the Constitutional Convention 37 and also hope and expect to have something
to say about the nomination in the State Convention. 38
37. The Florida Constitutional Convention met in Tallahassee January
20, 1868. Daniel Richards was chosen president. The convention
was dominated by Negroes and carpetbaggers. See Davis, op., cit.,
491-516.
38. Upon adjourning as the Constitutional Convention February 8, 1868,
the Richards controlled “Rump Convention” organized itself into
a State Republican Convention and from its members nominated
a full state ticket. Ibid., 509.
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In coming here I rode part of the way with General Conway
an staid [sic] over night with him and heard him talk to the
other parties about General Grant. I heard him charge General
Grant with the Red River disaster. 39 He said that Banks 40
protested against it but that Grant insisted upon its being undertaken and was responsible for the disaster. He says the South
does not believe him and the South will become a unit against
him.
And this man Conway is probably receiving large pay from
the Republican party and is engaged in the infamous business of
slandering the best men in our party and the greatest hero of the
century. Conway, I wrote you, was here to pledge every union
League and all leading men in our party to Chase and [he] pretended to act by authority of the Congressional Committee and
the National Union League. He assumes to control every dollar
coming South and every speaker sent here under the auspices of
the Congressional Committee. Knowing we are terribly in need
of money here the meaning of his mission is the more appreciable.
41
The President of our League was pressed very hard but replied
that the Congressional Committee might recall him or refuse to
send him funds as soon as they planned but he would never
pledge himself to any man. When the time to act came he
should support the man for de nomination who he thought could
be the most easily elected. He was a soldier and prefers Grant to
any other man in this broad land. The Treasurer and Secretary
of State 42 and Ex-Commander has pledged himself to Chase and
if possible we would prefer to have any funds hereafter sent to
this State sent to either myself or Colonel Wm. U. Saunders of
Tallahassee. General Conway says Bullock is for Chase and is
in this thing of prostituting everything south to Chase’s interest.
39. For a brief, though good, discussion of the Red River disaster consult Joseph H. Parks, General Edmund Kirby Smith C.S.A. (Baton
Rouge, 1954), 262-266 passim.
40. General Nathaniel P. Banks was a federal military leader who
fought in the west. He supported General Grant at Vicksburg
and frequently opposed General Kirby Smith west of the Mississippi
River. Ibid., 261 passim.
41. Thomas W. Osburn was an early president of the Republican Lincoln Brotherhood in Florida. John Wallace, Carpetbag Rule in
Florida (Jacksonville, 1888), 42-44.
42. B. F. Allen was secretary of state. C. H. Austen was treasurer.
New York Times December 25, 1865.
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And another reason we wish funds sent to other parties, we
find out the Treasurer has not accounted for near half the money
that has been sent him and we are already very much embarrassed
and are uneasy about any funds in the future going into his
hands.
When you write me will you please give me the address of
the Birney in the La salle district in our State who was a candidate for Congress against B. A. Cook. Our Colonel Saunders
thinks Birney was his Colonel in the war and, if so, he wished
to correspond with him.
Most respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Lake City, Florida, November 19, 1867
My Dear Friend:
God is good and the “radical team” has triumphed. The
“humble individuals” - Colonel Liberty Billings, Colonel Wm. U.
Saunders and myself have literally created the Republican party
in Florida and made a convention with two thirds, if not threefourths, our friends. We did this in opposition to all the rings,
cliques, and slatemakers in the State and in opposition to almost
every politician in our party. We have elected about twenty
colored and twenty-six whites to the convention.
We are called by our opponents the radical mule team. And
the convention will be extremely radical. I have said that we have
done all this but I will correct this by saying that we took an appeal to the people and they have done this.
As we have learned how to do it once we expect to carry the
convention for the nomination of State officers and the legislature,
We have secured the confidence of the masses so that we do not
much fear opposition. It has been a bitter contest but it ends
gloriously and I can be President of the Convention if I will take
the position.
According to Mr. Bullock’s account there is about $1,000.
somewhere unaccounted for and he writes he has sent it to our
Treasurer. We had supposed our treasurer was honest as he is an
old abolishionist. But he may be honest in politics but we feel
that it will not be best to send any more money to him for our
State.
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I have just learned that Bullock has stopped the pay to W. U.
Saunders to date at our election. This is very much to be regretted
as we [need] his assistance to help us carry the Constitution and
the State ticket. But he refused to bow the knee and I suppose
this is the penalty. Conway’s report has reached Bullock probably.
Colonel Saunders has done infinitely more for the republican
party in Florida than any other man and has refused to aid any
faction or clique and of course the leaders of all rings, factions,
and cliques and all slatemakers are bitterly opposed to him.
If the Congressional Committee intend to give us any aid for
God’s sake keep Saunders here. We shall keep him anyway and
he may come up to Washington boldly and honoring an infinitely
higher position than Bullock holds.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Tallahassee, Florida
February 2, 1868
My Dear Friend:
You have probably seen by now in the New York Tribune
that we are having an exciting time here. We are doing nothing
towards making a Constitution and everyday for a week part of
it has looked as though we must break up in a row. When I was
elected president, I received some twenty-three out of twenty-five
votes cast. There were some thirty delegates present at organization out of forty six elected. Since that time eight or ten of
Johnson’s office holders 43 have come on and four or five of the
delegates. And they are running a hotel free of expenses and
are pouring out money and whiskey most profusely to try to break
up the organization of the convention. We have had a desperate
struggle with them and the odds are against us. Harrison Reed 44
- A. Johnson’s mail agent for this state and Georgia told Solon
43. President Andrew Johnson’s office-holders were from the southern
whites who opposed the Yankee carpetbagger-southern Negro coalition which dominated the Constitutional Convention in January
1868. Ibid., 491ff
44. Governor Harrison Reed was originally from Wisconsin and served
as chief postal agent for the National government. As a Republican
carpetbagger he was elected as governor of Florida. Davis, op., cit.,
351 ff.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol36/iss3/1

88

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 36, Issue 3

LE T T E R S

OF

A C ARPETBAGGER

265

Robinson that Post Master General Randall had told him to draw
on him for $135.00 at any time he might think best. And they
are constantly canvassing and using money and whiskey to corrupt the delegates. Until for a week past they have been very
confident of succeeding in turning me out of the chair and then
reorganizing the convention and turning out some four of us of
the ‘mule team” who have been elected and ordered here by
General Pope and then run the convention and the State in their
own way.
As I wrote you nearly all of our delegates are poor. Probably
three-fourths of them had to borrow money to come with and of
course all those of easy virtue soon fall prey to these minions of
the devil and A. Johnson who has plenty of money. The contest
has been a fearful one and how it will end God only knows.
When driven to the wall I expect to refuse to yield the chair
and defy them. But we now hope we have our majority and
that as our men have all been tried as by fire, we can hold this
vote. We will put everything through under the previous question
until we get them tied hand and foot and then move ahead.
Colonel Sprague who is in the convention in the State is using
all his influence against us.
This Harrison Reed is the patriot that Lollard [?] has insisted
upon ought to be recognized and a good and true man. And we
fear the Congressional Committee has given him money as he has
just returned from Washington with money a plenty.
We can get no aid from General Mead 45 in the way of money. And we cannot even issue any script until this contest is
ended as the opposition wish to do that themselves after reorganizing the convention.
We are borrowing of our friends in every direction so as to
prevent our delegates becoming dependent upon the opposition,
but it is a heavy expense and a hard strain on us. Had Congress
or the Congressional Committee aided us to a united extent in
our pressing present need one might perhaps have escaped this
terrible disgrace, or at any rate we could have averted it in part,
I hope for the best, but I tremble when I think what we have
45. General George G. Meade served for some time as the commander
of the Third Military District which included Florida. He was
staioned at Atlanta. Ibid., 520 passim.
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got to encounter on Tuesday again. We outvoted them yesterday
by our majority and we think we can hold it but God only knows
what money and whiskey will accomplish.
Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Tallahassee, Florida, Feb[ruary], 11, 1868
My Dear Friend:
I wrote you last week of our difficulties and dislike to trouble
you so often but as the whole matter may come before General
Grant and Congress I know you will pardon me for making a
brief statement of the situation.
At our meeting in Convention on the 20th of January 46
there were 30 members out of the 46 elected present and there
were but 2 votes cast against me or the organization at that time.
We adopted standing rules for the Convention by a unanimous
vote. We required by our rules, the members to take an oath
to support the Constitution and laws of the United States and the
Constitution of Florida.
We pretty soon found that the largest hotel in the city was
being run free, with plenty of money and whiskey, and that an
effort was being made to break up our organization. Every delegate was subjected to the severest temptation by promises of office and the offer of large sums of money and all who could be
corrupted by whiskey, offers of office or money were enlisted in
behalf of the disorganizers. The first struggle comes on the question of elligibility of some four members who had been elected
by large majorities and returned as elected by General Pope after
the whole question had been contested most vigorously before
him. The whole subject was postponed by a large majority until
the 1st of March and we supposed we could then proceed to
make a Constitution.
The next effort made by the revolutionists was to put a man
in the convention, who had not been elected nor included in General Pope’s 47 order calling us together. I then decided that our
46. At the opening of the Constitutional Convention at Tallahassee on
January 20, there were apparently only 29 delegates present. See
Report of the Secretary of War, 1868-1869 I, 93. House Miscellaneous Documents, 40 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 114; 1.
47. Major General John Pope was named by President Andrew Johnson,
1867, as commander of the Third Military District, composing
Georgia, Florida, and Alabama. Davis., op. cit., 454.
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convention had no authority to put members into it or turn delegates out as there was nothing in the Parliamentary practice
which had become common law giving us such authority, nor was
there anything in the reconstruction acts confering upon us such
power. All such questions were by law left to General Pope and
he had decided them.
At this time we had 43 members in attendance only 41 of
which have taken and subscribed to the oath. We have never had
but 43 here at all. On a motion to recommit a report of the Committee on Eligibility, the contest was commenced again.
All the office holders under Johnson 48 had been at work
with promises of offices, whiskey and money some ten days and
the struggle was becoming fearful. The outside pressure was
49
perfectly awful. Randall (Post Master General’s brother)
was here aiding the opposition with money and promises. For
three long days I let the debates go on and then brought them to
a vote which was a test of the relative strength and the opposition
was beaten by the close vote of 22 to 21.
We then adjourned to the next Tuesday and when we got
together on Tuesday not one of the opposite came near but they
had all left the city. Most of them it seems, had absconded to a
city 50 about 25 miles from here and then sent messengers out
after two of the delegates elected who were not expecting to come
near the convention as they were too much in sympathy with the
rebels to attend our convention.
We went to work on Tuesday most vigorously to make a Constitution. We had been very much annoyed by the outside lobby
and for some hours each day Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
we sat with closed doors but published all our proceedings every
morning. We got our Constitution completed and signed on
Saturday and sent a messenger to confer with General Meade
and adjourned over until next Saturday.
48. Obviously President Andrew Johnson. The best biographies of him
are Lloyd P. Stryker, Andrew Johnson, A Study in Courage (New
York, 1929) and Robert W. Winston, Andrew Johnson, Plebeian
and Patriot (New York, 1928.)
49. Edward M. Randall was a New Yorker who moved to Jacksonville in 1866. As an active carpetbagger, he was named by Governor Harrison Reed to the Florida Supreme Court 1866 and served
until 1885. Dovell, op. cit., II, 685.
50. Monticello.
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Last night the absconding delegates came back in force and
after midnight broke into the Capital and between the hours of 12
and two o’clock they went through the farce of organizing the
convention.
We learn that they have succeeded in getting the two delegates who have never been in the Convention to join them and
now claiming we acted all the time without a quorum and that
they now have a majority and ask to be recognized as the convention. As we never had occasion to record the yeas and nays
our minutes of course do not show but what there was always
a majority of the delegates present and we did have a majority
of all even in attendance and sworn in. We made a rule that a
majority of those delegates legally qualified and sworn in should
constitute a quorum.
Today the battling, absconding, disorganizing delegates are
in session. Our Constitution has gone to General Meade for his
approval and we expect this other concern will turn out another
Constitution in a few days and then somebody in authority must
decide between the two.
I have no fears in relation to the ultimate result. We have
an excellent Constitution and if General Meade will let us go to
the people with it, we will see that it is ratified by an overwhelming majority at the polls. We have put a State ticket in
nomination that will sweep the State and all are now ready to
swing out into the canvass.
We disfranchised just those Congress has disfranchised by
the reconstruction Acts, and removed disability by a vote of twothirds of the legislators, provided for common schools and a homestead law and provided that all charters granted shall be subject
to be amended or repealed at any time.
We do not interfere at all with private rights but all property
is to be taxed equally throughout the State and a poll tax of not
more than one dollar exclusively for school purposes. No distinction is to be made on account of race or color in any systems or
institutions with the State.
We feel quite certain that our Constitution will be popular
with our people and acceptable to Congress.
Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
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Tallahassee, Florida
April 8, 1868
My Dear Friend:
I find on arriving here that the elements of society are in
great confusion. A perfect reign of terror is most imminent. The
public journals nearly all justify the operation of the Klu Klux
Klan and it seems to be not only a very dangerous but a very
extensive organization. Threats of violence against all those who
dare oppose the adoption of the Rebel Constitution 51 come from
high quarters so that we are not permitted to question their
purposes.
With the certainty that all cases will have to pass through
the Civil Courts with rebel officers and rebel juries to try them
and with so large a proportion of the military in sympathy with
the villians, they feel quite confident that they can carry out their
threats with impurity.
Bishop Pearce 52 says that he traces these threats of mobviolence to parties who certainly mean what they say. They
intend to attempt to mob those who oppose the Reed-rebel Constitution the first time they hold any meeting beyond the immediate vicinity of a military post. We shall try it and take the
consequences.
At a public meeting a few nights ago at Bishop Pearce’s
church a vile woman was found in the room with a loaded revolver, furnished her for some evil purpose, and it is more than
suspected that she was expected to shoot some one of the speakers at said meeting.
51. The “rebel constitution" refers to the constitution which finally
emerged from the Constitutional Convention after Billings, Pearce,
Richards and Saunders had been expelled on the grounds of noncitizenship in Florida. Davis, op. cit., 511-516. After expulsion
Richards went to Washington to influence Republicans in Congress
to reject the rebel constitution. The Tallahassee Weekly Floridian
declared that both Johnson and the rebels opposed the Constitution. This paper was against the apportionment for state Senate
as provided for in the Constitution. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian,
March 31, 1868.
52. Bishop C. H. Pearce was a leader of the Negro Methodists in Florida during Reconstruction. Born in Canada, Pearce came to Florida
as the war came to a close. On occasion Pearce traveled to Washington with a letter of introduction to Elihu B. Washburne. Daniel
Richards to Elihu B. Washburne, May 7, 1868, in Washburne
Papers, Library of Congress.
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What the union men of this state now need above all things
else, is that the Civil officers and Courts of justice shall be in
thorough sympathy with law and order, and the prompt punishment of crime. Without this, four times the military force now
here will afford but little justification to persons or property in
this State.
Learning that I had returned, hundreds of our union friends
got together last night and sent for me to come and talk to them.
I did not dream of any such gathering until the messenger arrived.
Some of the leading rebels were there to hear and I trust to impress upon the people that it was best to vote down that Constitution. I flatter myself that I succeeded pretty well from the
enthusiasm shown.
For the purpose of having a Common center around which to
rally and to hold our friends together we have put a ticket in the
field for State officers. You need not be very much surprised if it
gets a very large vote in the State.
The rebels are all going to vote for the Constitution and have
put a ticket in the field for the purpose of preventing our putting
up any other ticket than Reed. They all expect to support Reed
when election day comes. This is their game, but it won’t win.
The following is our ticket - all white men.
Governor, Samuel Walker; Lieutenant Governor, Wm. H.
Christy; Member of Congress Liberty Billings. Not one of them
wants the office he is running for and all our friends will unite
to vote down the constitution.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Tallahassee, Florida
April 14, 1868
My Dear and Honored Friend:
The colored people here are terribly exasperated towards
Colonel Saunders. The feeling is universal that he has sold out
and betrayed the best interests of the race. We shall restrain
them from any threats or personal violence. But it will require
some effort to do so. The only punishment these people recognize
as adequate to a great offense is bodily harm.
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When we recollect how long and how much the race have
suffered we can hardly wonder at their feeling towards one of
their own color who would throw them back into the very jaws
of death again.
Notice has been given out a number of days that the Colonel
would speak here tonight. But he will have to talk to rebels. Had
he remained true to his principles and his people, there is no
room in Tallahassee that would have held one fourth part of the
colored people alone. But if there is one dozen out to hear him
tonight I shall be mistaken.
The rebels are organizing rapidly and will all support the
Constitution. They had put a ticket in the field so as to keep us
from nominating another ticket and induce us to all go for Reed.
If Reed can get considerable of a vote from our party, the rebels
all will wheel in and vote for him at last.
The leading rebels in the country here take an active part
in getting Reed meetings up. A rebel by the name of Houston 53
who has with his own hands whipped to death more than one
colored person, and who is now president of this R[ail] R[oad]
Company, sent his carriage to the depot three times for Colonel
Saunders to take him to his own house when he arrived. They
hope to get Reed for provisional governor even if the Constitution
is rejected by Congress.
Had we the money to pay travelling expenses, we should
hope to sweep the State for our ticket and against the Constitution. We shall give the opposition a good scare as it is, and were
the registration boards in the control of honest men, we could
show a good result from our efforts.
Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Tallahassee, Florida, April 20, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Colonel Saunders this morning in trying to bribe and buy up
Reverend C. H. Pearce 54 offered him a check on Bullock. What
53. Colonel Edward Houston was interested in the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company which desired a railroad from Pensacola to
Jacksonville. George W. Pettingill, Jr., The Story of the Florida
Railroads, 1834-1903 (Boston, 1952), 24-26.
54. See footnote No. 52, supra.
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does this mean? Is there any change in the purpose of the Congressional Committee in reference to funds being used for the
Rebel Reed party here? Or is Bullock operating himself, as I believe he always has, to render them aid and comfort? I should not
be surprised if Saunders has to leave the State. Bishop Pearce
will give him no quarters and will at the very first opportunity
publicly expose his villainy.
This settles the fate of the Reed party in Florida, when the
Bishop “moves upon the enemy’s works.” The leaders shamelessly
boast of buying up men and are not at all reserved in saying that
as they have control of the Boards of Registration 55 they shall
succeed anyhow.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Station No. 4. Florida
April 21, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
I wrote you yesterday and now annoy you with another letter.
But you are not required or expected to take any of your valuable
time to reply to any letter I may write you unless I express a
desire for an answer.
Colonel Saunders has abandoned his own canvass that he had
arranged and is following me and crowds himself to every meeting called by me. He is very personal and abusive so as to divert
the attention from the horried features of the Constitution. We
have a letter over his own signature in which he threatens assassination to (or clearly intimates it) Reverend C. H. Pearce, Colonel Billings and myself.
We now expect to defeat the Constitution. The time is short
but the tide is getting in strong against the Constitution and the
Reed ticket. If we were sure of a fair election, we should be
certain of success.
I met Saunders at a meeting in Tallahassee on Saturday evening; his reporter challenged [me] to the issue and my friends
are in ecstacies and rebels and all parties say I “cleaned him out.”
55. Boards of registration were created by the military commander to
register the voters as provided for by Congress. Ossian B. Hart
was named superintendent of registration. Saint Augustine Examiner, June 29, August 19, 1867. Davis op. cit., 466 ff.
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I did not attack him personally nor impugn his motives. His
speech was nothing else but abuse. Until long after midnight
shouts could be heard all over the city of “hurrah for Richards.”
He will not get anybody to hear him speak again in Tallahassee.
56
That Major Alden has returned and brings evidence that
Saunders is acting upon his conclusion that Bullock is favoring
the Reed party and is deceiving our friends in Congress. I called
to see Logan 57 twice while there but did not get to see him nor
any other member of the Executive Committee at all. As Bullock
so badly wanted to sustain the Reed party, and had by his letters
to parties here done more to bring about a disruption of our convention than any one man. He may have obtained the endearment of his committee to the Reed party and Constitution. At
any rate Saunders says so publicly and privately and is offering
to give checks to Bullock. You will know that Bullock regarded
Saunders of a corrupt, bad man when Saunders was opposed to
Reed and that clique. But when Saunders in that letter to the
Colonel came out for Reed what a highly complimentary editorial
Bullock gave him. And now I fear he is privately, if not by
authority, rendering that party all the aid possible. He evidently
fears you very much, and troubles when he excites your displeasure. But he thinks he can play this fine enough to deceive
you.
Most Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards

Lake City, [Florida], April 29, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
The Freedmans Bureau Agents all over this State are allowing the impression to be given and in many instances saying so
themselves that rations will be denied these starving people unless they vote for the Rebel Reed Constitution and for the Reed
56. Possibly Major George J. Alden who become secretary of state in
Florida, 1868, See Ackerman, op. cit., 135.
57. John A. Logan was in military service in the Mexican War and
in the Civil War. He served in Congress as a Democrat and later
as a Republican. As a Republican, he served as a United States
senator, 1871-1877. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington, 1950), 1472.
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58
has issued an order for the people
ticket. Colonel Sprague
to vote to ratify the Constitution. With these ignorant people
this will have the effect to make them think they must vote for it.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards

Jacksonville [Florida]
May 6, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Your letter of April 28 came night before last. I also did
receive a letter from you dated 7th April for which I promptly
thanked you in a communication in relation to our campaign in
this state.
But as all my letters have to run the gauntlet of Reed’s mail
carriers and postmasters they have undoubtedly appropriated that
letter as they have a great many others to and from me. Thank
the Lord some of the villains have been so beneficial as to boast
of having opened the mails and taken out and changed and
made use of our letters, and we will now see if these men cannot
be punished.
I feel quite certain that. the Constitution is defeated. The
military have attempted to give the Reed party entire control
of the polls during the election, but this in many places has had
the effect to exasperate the opposition, and unless there are gross
frauds in the returns which I very much fear that Constitution
has gone to the “tomb of the Capulets.”
Never did so few men have such fearful odds against them.
We have won the respect of all classes throughout the State by
our straight-forward consistant course. We have compelled the
rebels even to pay us the highest compliment as compared with
the Reed party.
And now the voting is over, the leading rebels come right
out and tell us that those infernal villains, who broke up our convention are striving to now be recognized as the Republican party
of Florida. While they were at work making this Constitution
[they] were patting these rebels on the back and promising them
58. Colonel J. T. Sprague of the Seventh Infantry in the Army of Occupation in Florida was placed in command of the District of Florida with headquarters at Tallahassee. United States Senate Executive Documents, 40 Cong., 1 sess., No. 14, p. 93.
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that they would make a Constitution that would suit them. They
deliberately pledged themselves to all the leading rebels in the
State that the Constitution should be entirely satisfactory to him,
and they in turn argued to support it. But when the officers were
to be provided for, and the Reed party did not even give them
a smell, but expected, the rebels to do all the voting to sustain the
Constitution; this created an “unpleasantness” which has steadily
been increasing in the happy family ever since. The rebels then
put another ticket in the field which they have probably elected
and they have pretty generally voted against the Constitution
which they solemnly promised to support. In this the rebels acted
with us who always opposed the Constitution. They entertain
towards us the very best of feeling and the highest respect, while
they loathe and despise the Reed party. This is the kind of reward
always bestowed upon those who will cringe to, fawn around,
and endeavored to make terms with these Southern men. I
have never treated them any other way than as criminals, and
have denounced them publicly, and always call them rebels; still
I have not the least doubt but I can get the indorsement of all
the leading rebels in the State for Provisional Governor if all are
to have one.
Without lowering the standard of the Republican party a
hair’s breath and turning neither to the right nor the left in my
efforts to secure to the people of our State a good government.
I flatter myself that I today stand infinitely better with all intelligent men of all parties than ever before since I have lived here.
But God knows that I hope the next news from the North
will be that Jonhson is removed. We must have a change here.
The strain is a little too much for me to stand long. I will
enumerate some of the influences we have had to contend with
here, and of course you can read this letter when you have the
spare time.
The Reed party have had control of every newspaper published in the State until they and the rebels fell out. They have
had entire control of the telegraph news. They have had criminal
control of all our mail. The military has assisted them to the last
extent and only General Meades’ recent and excellent orders have
prevented the military or restrained them from giving countenance
and protection to the most outrageous frauds on the part of the
Reed party.
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The Railroads of the State were entirely at their command.
The Governor and all the civil authorities were in active sympathy with them.
The actual fund for the Freedman has for months been maliciously preverted to secure support for the Reed party. And other
provisions furnished for these poor starving people have been given or withheld by the agents of [the Freedmans’] Bureau as the
applicants were for or against the Reed Constitution and ticket.
The Reed party have had and now have plenty of money obtained
from somewhere to corrupt our people. And at last a General
Littlefield 59 lights down here in Jacksonville and offers parties
large sums of money to support the Reed ticket and says Bullock
sent him here to try and effect a compromise by buying up men
for the Reed party.
If hell has not turned loose all its imps against us then it must
be a big and roomy place.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Jacksonville, Florida, May 13, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Can I do any good in showing up the Red party and Constitution by coming to Washington. We don’t want the re-Construction Committee to attempt to fix up the matter as in the
Alabama case and I presume they will not.
The parties who broke up our Convention and the Republican
party of Florida have tried their hand at making a government
for us. And I am sure Congress will judge them by their works.
With all their boasted majorities I presume the correct returns will show that less than one-third of the registered voters
in our State have voted to ratify that Constitution.
And Randall’s mail agent - Reed - has received less votes
than the Constitution.
It will be seen that this is too weak a party to even attempt
the government of a State. There is no safety nor justice in it.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
59. General Milton S. Littlefield of Maine was one of the incorporators
of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad. See Laws of
Florida, 1869, Chapter I, 716 No. 4.
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Jacksonville, Florida, May 18, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
It is now assertained that Harrison Reed on the day of election, in order to defeat a colored man who is a good republicannot only voted for one of the bitterest rebels in the State for State
Senator, but advised all his friends to do the same. He voted for
the rebel county ticket, knowing that his could not be elected,
and hoping thereby to defeat the regular Republican ticket. He
is a nice man to be asking anything at the hands of Republicans.
It is with sadness we learn that the greatest traitor [President
Johnson] of the century is acquitted. News of the failure to
convict Johnson will be like brush fire throughout the entire
South. May God Save our country from the consuming conflagration.
The eyes of rebels sparkle like those of the firy serpent. They
hope they have found their “lost cause” and think they see it.
I am not certain but they are right.
Most Respectfully yours,
Daniel Richards
Jacksonville, Florida
May 28, 1868
Honorable E. B. Washburne:
Dear Friend :
I wish to call your attention to the fact that the Florida Union
- Reeds organ and the only professedly republican paper now
published in our State is out today and it contains no indorsement
of the nomination of General Grant. This is in perfect keeping
with the whole thing, and is significant.
One year ago Reed struggled hard to have the name Republican changed to Conservative for the Union party of Florida,
as he said, so as to get the rebel support. I told him to change
our flag and he would get more of them to act with us still. He
has pledged some of the best offices in our State to the vilest rebels
and drawn the resolution in the nominating convention to remove
their disabilities.
I received your letter of the 28 and am very much obliged
for it and feel relieved in receiving it as I feared it had fallen
into the hands of the Philistines!
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At the election in Madison County I learn that the ballot box
had a slide in the bottom and at night was sealed only on top.
In Leon County after the first day, the ballot box was kept out
of sight of the voters, in a sort of desk. Everybody attending that
election knows that there must have been enormous frauds at
the poll. In Gadsden County, the bestmen there are satisfied that
the voters were swindled by the election board. The same board
in that County commenced stuffing the box last fall on the election of delegates but they were told that their operations were
known and then they held up.
And their leading speakers have shamelessly boasted that
they would make the returns - Elect Reed & co. and ratify the
Constitution.
Enclosed is a rebel paper with some account of the villany of
the Reed party and the military. Reed now says his father is going to stay in Washington all summer if necessary to carry that
Constitution. He says they are going to try and have Florida
added to the omnibus bill in the Senate. Wilson 60 did favor this,
but now the Chicago Convention is passed he may see things
differently.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Saint Augustine, Florida
June 2, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
I learn that the plan of the Reed party now is to make a
flank movement on Congress. Next week they expect to get the
legislature together at Tallahassee, inaugurate their Governor and
Lieutenant Gov. 61 and then get General Meade to Constitute the
concerned provisional government for our State.
They have swindled and cheated the people and now they
mean to try it on with Congress, and defy their wishes nad choice
in the matter.
60. Possibly James F. Wilson, a congressman from Iowa in 1868. See
Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1949 (Washington, 1900), 2028.
61. A native of Wisconsin, Harrison Reed had lived in Florida since
1865. He was inaugurated governor, 1868 with William H. Gleason
as lieutenant-governor. Rerick, op. cit., I, 305 ff.
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General Grant can, of course, save us from these hungry
wolves, and somebody should at once give us a good loyal government that decent men can live under. Patriotism is passing
through a consuming fire in this country.
Most Respectfully yours,
D[aniel] Richards
Saint Augustine, Florida
June 6, 1868
My Dear Friend Washburne:
Should General Meade recognize either Reed as governor or
the legislature as provisional for our State it will be a great disappointment to all true republicans and it should not receive the
sanction of General Grant.
Were we in the Union, the whole Reed party would wheel
into line with the rebels to carry the State against General Grant.
And under that Constitution with the patronage and all rebels,
voting, they would succeed.
It is now talked here that Post Master General Randall is
expeted to come to Florida so as to get sent back from here to the
U.S. Senate.
The spirits are gathering at Tallahassee and are on Monday,
I believe, to inaugurate the provisional government for our State.
Yours most respectfully,
Daniel Richards
Jacksonville, [Florida]
June 15, 1868
My dear friend Washburne:
I received yours, of the ninth and also yours of May 23 and
for which please accept my thanks.
All kinds of false reports have been in circulation here purporting to have come from Washington. Colonel Sprague has
told the story a number of times that he had dispatches from
Washington that Florida was admitted. I had believed this was
done to induce the members of the legislature to come together
so that they could go through with the performance of electing
Sprague or somebody else as United States Senator.
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I thank God and our good friends in Congress that we are
spared that doubly distilled damnation of a Reed government
under that rebel constitution. I have no means of knowing to
what extent Chase and his friends have succeeded in manipulating the party machinery here in the South. I do know that a great
effort was made in this State even up to a late date, and I am
perfectly certain that the Reed Electors will never support General Grant if by voting against him they can defeat him and I have
fears that some of the other unconstructed states may not be
under the control of our friends. These Southerners here who
have the best means for information anticipate a heavy vote for
Chase should he be the candidate. Still, you, in Washington who
have a more comprehensive view of the whole field ought to know
very much better than we can.
62
H. Brisbee Junior has applied for the office of United States
District attorney for the northern district of Florida. His name
is to be handed in by the Post Master General Randall and it is
the Randall-Reed influence that brings him forward. Of course
we cannot get anyone appointed, but we here shall feel that our
friends and the party in this State will not suffer by it should
Mr. Brisbee not be confirmed by the Senate. He is not a friend
to General Grant nor to the Grant Men.
Most respectfully and truly yours,
Daniel Richards
Jacksonville, Florida
July 2, 1868
My dear friend Washburne:
Yours of the twenty-third is at hand. Since the contest here
is over I sincerely hope to get my Petters more regularly.
I wrote you that I desired to actively engage in the canvass in
this state and try and close up the break in our party so as to,
if possible, carry the state for Grant and Colfax. 63 But the dis62. Horatio Brisbee Jr., was United States district attorney for the
Northern District of Florida. He served as an attorney to prevent
the ousting of Lieutenant-Governor William Gleason. See Ackerman, op. cit., 148-152.
63. Schuyler Colfax was an Indiana congressman, 1855-1869, speaker
of the House Thirty-Eight-Fortieth Congresses and vice-president
1869-1873. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 17741949 (Washington, 1950), 1003.
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position shown towards some of us now, the thing is all over, is
far from conciliatory. And as the whole party organization is in
the hands of the Reed Party we can receive no countenance or
support from the State Executive Committee. They seem to fear
to have seven of us go before the people lest we may get a foothold
again and be in somebody’s way heretofore. This must not be
allowed. As we need every Republican vote to succeed in this
state and may need the three votes of Florida to save our cause.
No proscriptive, vindictive or jealous feelings must now enter into
the coming contest. They have succeeded and can afford to be
generous. But they will know the means by which success was
attained and it gives them a certain “fearful looking for” in the
future which does not put them in a pleasant mood towards
those who drove them into such a close career and compelled
them to such baseness.
You should see General Logan 64 and have him, as a member
of the Congressional Committee, insist upon it that a portion of
the means furnished our State by said committee should be given to those who will have to do the work to carry the State, if it
is carried at all. We shall not get a dollar from our State Executive Committee and those acting with me are truly the representative men of the Party and can do more to hold the Party
together than all others in the state.
White Republicans are not going to vote the Copperhead ticket but there must be hard work done to keep all the colored
voters in line when the rebels make a vigorous canvass. And those
hobnobbing between the Rebel Party and rebels has had the effect
to relax and surrender party ties here among the colored men.
The weight of Colonel Billings little finger today is greater
than the hand of any Reed men among the colored voters. He has
always proved true to them and to principle and they confide in
him. And there are forces that it will not do to ignore and hope
to succeed in this State. But then the State Executive whatever
they may promise us can get no aid.
Please confer with General Logan and any others you may
think best to see what they propose to do in the matter. The
64. See footnote No. 57, supra.
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Republicans cannot carry a single Southern State unless there
is harmony and hard work throughout our lines.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
Daniel Richards
Fernandina, Florida
July 19, 1868
My dear friend Washburne:
It would seem that the career of madness and folly which
Congress entered upon when they adopted the Florida Constitution is not yet at an end.
I have just learned that your Congress have removed the
political disabilities of many rebels in the South and some in
Florida. If I could know just how many and who they are in
Florida and then could tell about how many of them Reed would
appoint to the highest offices in the State I could guess pretty
near about how much of a Republican Party there would be in
our state at next fall’s election. I hear that Tom Song is now
the judge in this judicial circuit and one of the vilest and bitterest rebels in all the state - one who has had complaint after complaint sent up against him for his disloyal utterances and acts
within the time we have been living under the reconstruction acts,
has been relieved by Congress of disabilities and appointed a
judgeship by Reed. He gets $3,500 a year. Song is one of the
vilest and lowest and most unprincipled men that you ever met.
But he did some very dear work for Reed and his construction
and gets his reward for it.
Westcott 65 of Tallahassee is another very vile bitter rebel
and he too gets rewarded and a position in Reed's Cabinet.
You know enough of politics to see just what would become
of our party in this state under this management of Reed and
Company.
There is not a single prominent rebel in Florida but what has
opposed the Congressional plan of reconstruction from the start
and you do not have to get very near them to feel their hot
breath loaded with curses against the government, the union and
all union men. And it cannot be wisdom that rules the coun65. James D. Westcott was attorney-general in Governor Harrison Reed’s
cabinet and was later named by Reed to the Florida Supreme Court.
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cils of our party at Washington and relieves such men of their
disabilities so that they may obtain the highest positions of power
and trust in our land.
Most Respectfully and truly yours,
Daniel Richards
Tallahassee, Florida
January 6, 1868 [9]
PRIVATE
My Dear Friend Washburne:
It is believed by those who have investigated the matter that
the election of Gilbert 66 to the United States Senate from this
State was irregular and illegal. It is now proposed to go into an
election at this session of an United States Senator in the place
of Gilbert for the long term. For my unsolicited efforts to stop
the disgraceful impeachment farce. 67 I have the cordial friendship and support of Governor Reed and of many others for the
position. The Billings wing of the Republican Party in this
State has thus far been entirely ignored and we claim to represent a very large proportion of the voting strength of the party.
Governor Reed seems now to fully comprehend the necessity
of making terms with us so as to have a party to back him in
the future.
It seems the last chance in the State to harmonize sufficient
discontented elements to form a respectable party out of and
the governor is anxious for my election on that account.
Now you can be of infinite service to me by writing to any
friends you may have here in my behalf. And you can get others
in both houses of Congress to aid me by advising their friends
in the legislature that my election would be agreeable to the
party in Washington. But above all any intimation from you will
have great weight and if it can be given without any impropriety
I shall be very grateful for it. With me the change within a
very few short months is wonderful. But a few months ago I
was hunted like a wild beast by a pack of wolves and the effort
66. Abijah Gilbert was a New York carpetbagger who moved to St.
Augustine in 1865, and was elected as senator from Florida. He
served in the United States Senate from 1869 to 1875.
67. Governor Reed was impeached but not convicted.
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was made in earnest and with malice on the part of all parties
to drive me from the State.
Today all parties are calling on me for aid and an extra train
of cars is sent by the Governor 160 miles to bring me to this
place and to his aid. All now own that I was right and that it was
an outrage to break up our Convention and to defeat our constitution.
And the Governor now asks of what is called the Billings
party that he had ignored and prescribed “what be can do to be
saved?” A government without a party has been found to be
an impossibility.
The Governor probably will not be impeached. He may be
guilty but my God look at the leprous hands upraised against
him. All the villians [who] nearly broke up our Convention,
elected Reed and the Constitution are now opposed to the Governor and if he is sustained a long row of as vile political land
pirates go down as ever figured in the politics of any country.
Most sincerely your friend,
Daniel Richards
Tallahassee [Florida]
January 7, 1869
My dear friend Washburne:
The question is being agitated here about the election of a
United States Senator in place of Gilbert. It is claimed that his
election was irregular and illegitimate and it now looks as though
the legislature would proceed to elect some man in his place.
There is now a disposition shown on the part of Governor Reed
to attempt to harmonize and heal all divisions in our party by
electing me to that office. 6 8 Thus far all of the real representations of voting strength of our party in the state has been
ignored and proscribed. It is now found unwise and unsafe to run
a government without a party. I think my chances are pretty
fair but any suggestion from leading members of our party in
Washington in my behalf would have strong weight in the coming
election. We elect, if at all, on the nineteenth and if members
of Congress who have friends in the legislature here could be
68. Gilbert remained in office and Richards did not go to the United
States Senate.
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induced to suggest to these friends that my election would be
acceptable to the party then I should consider my calling and
election sure. But above all I would desire your influence in my
behalf in any way you can use it without an impropriety.
Governor Reed acknowledges my services in ending the impeachment farce and he will do all in his power for my election.
He has found that the villians who broke up our convention are
just as willing to break up his government whenever they find
they cannot control it. And he dares not trust them further,
and wishes to make terms with me, and [with] what is called
the Billings Party. He feels that in doing so he consolidates the
real strength of the Republican Party and renders its future
success certain.
Please let me hear from you by letter or by telegram at once
on receipt of this and if not too much trouble, see the other
members and Senators who will advise with their friends here
upon the subject at once.
Most respectfully and truly your friend,
Daniel Richards
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BOOK REVIEWS
Seminole Music. By Frances Densmore. Smithsonian Institution,
Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 161. (Washington,
Government Printing Office, 1956. xxviii, 218 pp. Plates,
index. $1.00)
T HE MATERIAL IN THIS Smithsonian Institution publication includes 243 Seminole Indian songs and analyses of Seminole
music, together with some of the history and many of the customs of Florida Indians. The book is rich in legends and stories
related to Frances Densmore when she visited the Seminoles in
1931, 1932, and 1933 to record their native music. It is unfortunate for the rest of us that this manuscript was delayed in
publication until 1956. It would have enriched the writings
about the Seminole which have appeared during the past decade.
This bulletin does not include recordings made in 1954,
but it adds much to the comprehensive studies of Indian music in
the Americas which have appeared under Frances Densmore’s
name in numerous bulletins published by the Smithsonian and
other documentary institutions. Her analyses of the songs will be
of interest to all students of American folk music. Songs with
dances are usually sung once by the leader, she says, then his
helper joins him in the singing as the dancers circle the area.
The author comments on the humming sound of the labial M
which is characteristic of Negro folk music as well as Indian
folk songs.
The 243 songs include many used at the two important
tribal gatherings, the Corn Dance in the spring and Hunting
Dances in the fall, both of which are preceded by an ancient
Buffalo Dance. Social dances include songs with Bird Dances,
Summer Dances, Winter Dances and Childrens’ Dances. There
are songs used in treatment of the sick, preceded by the
ceremonial blowing through a reed into the “medicine,” creating
a soothing, soughing sound and a froth “to cool the sick person
inside.” There are songs for Success in Hunting, Success in
the Ball Game, Drinking Songs and Songs of Friendship, but
must appealing of all are the narrative songs-stories with singing intervals-which have been translated by Panther in their

[ 286 ]
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entirety. Such stories are THE OPPOSUM AND HER LOST
BABY, WHY THE RABBIT IS WILD, THE WHITE CORN
legend, legend of the FLOOD, and the legend of the TWO
BROTHERS.
Musical instruments used by Florida Seminole are described
in detail. There are the rattles, made of coconut shells containing seeds; tin cans with pellets of dried mud; small hand drum
used in the Corn Dance, a water drum used in songs of the
Ball Game, and a Cypress Knee Drum used in the Stomp Dance.
With these instruments the rhythmic units, at times indeterminate, are emphasized. Words to the songs are, for the most part,
obsolete and the meaning is unknown, but when they have
been known they were translated for this collection.
In the process of securing recordings of native songs by
Charlie Billie and Panther (Josie Billie) of the Big Cypress
Seminoles, and by Billie Stewart and his wife, Susie Tiger, of the
Cow Creek group near Brighton, the author has made note of
the customs, stories and legends which form a dramatic background for the songs and dances. As for the history of the Seminole in Florida, it might be noted that the research pre-dated
the Sturtevant report discounting the white parentage of Osceola.
Since the Seminole picture in Florida has changed considerably since the early 1930’s, it would be advisable to read, along
with this bulletin, the new publication, The Seminole Indians of
Florida, issued by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, which tells of current economic, educational
and cultural trends, combining the old with the new Seminole
family life. The two bulletins will prove illuminating and enchanting.
M ARY H E L M C LARKE
Miami, Florida

The Negro and Southern Politics; A Chapter of Florida History.
By Hugh Douglas Price. (New York, New York, University Press, 1957. 133 pp. $5.00)
T HE SUBTITLE of this book is truer to the contents than is the
title. Though the events it relates are very recent, the book is “A
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Chapter of Florida History.” It is about the Negro and about
politics, but the word “Southern” in the main title is a considerable extension upon the book’s contents. The author says that a
comprehensive survey of Negro registration, voting, and political
participation in the whole South “would obviously be desirable,”
but he has had to limit his study to Florida.
This smaller project is, of course, an important one, and Mr.
Price has done his work so well that Florida historians and
political scientists will long be citing his book. He begins by briefly
reviewing the history of the rise and fall of the direct primary as
a means of disfranchising southern Negroes. Then he presents
clearly and concisely, but fully, the results of his own original
research: the rise, extent, and nature of the Negroes’ political
activity in Florida after they were legally able to vote in Democratic party primaries.
The number of Florida Negro registered voters rose from
20,000 in 1944 (all Republicans) to 137,535 in 1956, of
whom 128,437 were Democrats. There was white resistance to
Negro registration, especially in old “Middle Florida,” in the
counties between the Suwanee and Apalachicola rivers; but by
1956, only eight counties in the state had less than 10 per cent
of their adult Negroes registered, while twenty-five counties
had more than 50 per cent Negro registration. Mr. Price concludes, then, that Negro political activity in Florida is state-wide,
not merely big-city phenomenon.
An analysis of why resistance to Negro voting has been stronger
in some parts of the state than in others is one of the most perceptive parts of this book. (Mr. Price finds that the answer is
not simply greater or lesser proportions of Negro population.)
Other interesting and important subjects well explained are the
manner in which Florida Negroes have used their new power
as Democratic voters to bargain with political candidates, the
organization and uses of their voting leagues, and the effects
and probable effects of Negro voting on the pattern of Florida
politics.
The school desegregation decision, Mr. Price carefully points
out, has made it more difficult for political officials and candidates to seek Negro voters’ support or to maintain moderate
positions on racial questions. It may, then, have “temporarily
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halted” Negro advances in political activity and influence, “but
there appears to be little prospect of success for any general
attempt to set the clock back.”
G EORGE R. B ENTLEY
University of Florida

Gunner with Stonewall; Reminiscences of William Thomas
Poague, a Memoir Written for His Children in 1903. Edited by
Monroe F. Cockrell; with an Introduction by Bell Irwin
Wiley. (Jackson, Tenn., McCowat-Mercer Press, 1957.
181 pp. Illustrations. $5.95)
T HE REMINISCENCES of Lieutenant Colonel Poague are superior to most that were written by participants of the Civil War.
They are singularly lacking in the bombastic bravado charactersitic of veterans’ reunions and tall-story tellers. The background
and experiences of the author are chiefly responsible for this
difference. Lieutenant Colonel Poague was a college graduate and
a lawyer when the war broke out; after the war he was successively legislator, school administrator, trustee of Washington and
Lee College, and Treasurer of the Virginia Military Institute.
This respected and acknowledged leader of his community wrote
his experiences in a manner worthy of his position.
In spite of their high quality these reminiscences (like most
others) have obvious defects. Some opinions expressed were certainly formed after the war - in a few cases long after the war.
In places the author’s reactions appear to lack the sharp, welldefined feelings he has expressed in the letters contained in the
appendices. The forty years that passed between the actual incidents and the author’s effort to recapture them seem to have
removed valuable color. Furthermore, he was writing for his
family, which necessitated a self-imposed censorship. The long
gaps in the story are one of the most noticeable defects. Some
of these extend over several months, for which practically nothing
was recorded.
One of the major contributions of these reminiscences is information on the use of light artillery by the Confederate army.
He points out in several places the lack of knowledge possessed
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by infantry commanders in the use of field artillery, and one
gets the impression that even the Confederate government had
only limited knowledge of its value. During 1861, General
Jackson had only four light guns to support his five infantry
regiments - an amazing lack of fire-power.
The reader is also brought face to face with the acute shortage of artillery in the Confederate Army during most of the war.
Poague recites several instances in which almost superhuman
efforts were made to retrieve guns that bad been taken by the
Union forces. He also refers to an amazing array of different
kinds of guns that were used by his batteries at various times:
short-range howitzers, long-range Whitworth rifles, ordinary
rifles, Parrott rifles, Napoleons, brass smooth bores, twentypound Parrotts, and others. A few of these were guns that had
been captured and assigned to him by higher authority. He also
makes references to other kinds of material captured and utilized
by his command and the Confederate forces generally.
On many occasions, though in short supply, guns were held
unduly long in reserve, or were overlooked altogether. Poague’s
guns were not called upon to fire a shot during the first two days
of the Battle of Gettysburg and the same was true to a lesser
degree at Chancellorsville. On some occasions, such as at Cold
Harbor, the guns were rendered ineffective when infantry commanders placed them in unnecessarily exposed positions. These
infantry officers also failed to provide support for their light
guns on many occasions, especially during the last months of the
War.
The author did not hesitate to criticize Confederate officials
when he thought they were to blame. While still a battery commander, he had at one time enough men and guns to form a
battalion, but was unable to get authority to reorganize his
force. He criticizes the poor quality of ammunition furnished,
the serious shortages of equipment and even the shortages in
rations. He complains about arrears in pay and other difficulties
traceable to the bureaucrats. One wonders how these artillery
forces managed to function at times, especially during the last
months of the war.
These reminiscences include much material on non-military
topics. The author was deeply religious, and even in defeat
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placed full dependence upon the Lord. His social interests extended into many areas, from the well-being of his own family
to that of his men and the South in general. He never lost faith
in the “Cause,” and even in the last days fought as valiantly as
during the early month of the war. The re-election of President
Lincoln, in 1864, gave him cause for future worry. The letters
included in the appendices show Poague’s continuing interests
in politics, social conditions, and his community, and demonstrate
his understanding of the true nature of conditions during the
Reconstruction days.
One somehow gets the impression that Lieutenant Colonel
Poague failed to complete his reminiscences. He may have intended to continue them to include the disbanding of the Army
of Northern Virginia and his role in the Reconstruction struggle
in his neighborhood. This is especially true as he sat in the Virginia Legislature during part of this period. The narrative’s ending is much too abrupt for an author of his caliber.
The appearance and quality of the book leaves nothing to be
desired. The introduction is more than adequate. The editor
has wisely refrained from unnecessary tampering with the original
version. The map is very valuable, but is deficient in one respect. Its value would have been greatly enhanced for this volume
if more detail had been included to illustrate the last two years
of Lieutenant Colonel Poague’s campaigning.
T. R. P ARKER
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The Annual Meeting
T HE U NIVERSITY OF T AMPA , assisted by the Hillsborough
County Historical Commission, will be hosts to the Society at its
1958 annual meeting on April 10 - 12 at the Hillsboro Hotel in
Tampa. James W. Covington is chairman of the program committee and J. Ryan Beiser, head of the department of history at the
University of Tampa, is chairman of the committee on local arrangements.
Charles Tinsley Thrift, Jr.
Charles Tinsley Thrift, Jr., was named president of Florida
Southern College at Lakeland on December 16, 1957. He had
served as acting president after the retirement of Dr. Ludd Spivey
in October and as vice president since 1946.
Dr. Thrift has been a valuable member of the Florida Historical Society for many years, serving as a director, vice president
and, from 1954 to 1956, as president. He is the author of a
number of historical publications, as well as religious and educational works, including The Trail of the Florida Circuit Rider
and The Home Missionary Society and the South, 1826 - 1860.
Dr. Thrift is a native of Kendridge, Virginia. He received
Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees and the Bachelor of Divinity
degree from Duke University and a Doctor of Philosophy from the
University of Chicago. After teaching for four years at Southwestern University at Georgetown, Texas, he was named, in
1940, professor of religion at Florida Southern College.
Married and the father of three daughters, Dr. Thrift and
his family live at 108 West Poinsettia Street, Lakeland. His
parents reside in Durham, North Carolina.
Alfred Jackson Hanna
This year Alfred Jackson Hanna, vice president of Rollins
College at Winter Park and a former president of the Florida
Historical Society, is rounding out his 40th year on the staff
and faculty of the college. As an author, historian, administrator
[ 292 ]
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and teacher, his chief life interest is in books. Much of his time
has been devoted to enriching the library at Rollins.
An income producing endowment fund has been initiated
by friends of Dr. Hanna “in recognition of his untiring, unselfish
and valuable services and with the hopes that other friends of
the college and of Dr. Hanna will contribute.” Income from the
Alfred J. Hanna Book Fund will be used to purchase books for
the Mills Memorial Library at Rollins.
John W. Griffin
John W. Griffin has been appointed regional archeologist,
region one, National Park Service, Richmond, Virginia. He will
have charge of planning and supervising the archeological program of the Service within this area which is comprised of twelve
southeastern states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. For the
past three years he has been executive historian of the St. Augustine Historical Society, and has served as a member of the
board of directors of the Florida Historical Society.
Gifts
The Society is indebted to Mrs. Floried Burt Evans and Mr.
Reynold M. Burt of Miami for photographs and other memorabilia. Of special interest are photographs of three of the Society’s first officers: Judge Benjamin Alexander Putnam of Palatka,
first president of the Society; Mayor James Burt of Palatka;
and Mayor George Burt of St. Augustine, both of whom assisted
in the organizing of the Society and served on its first board.

Miss Louise Pinnell of Jacksonville has contributed scrapbooks and papers from the business library of the late Joseph R.
Parrott. Mr. Parrott was for many years president of both the
Florida East Coast Railway Company and the Florida East Coast
Hotel Company.

Published by STARS, 1957

117

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 36 [1957], Iss. 3, Art. 1
294

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY
The John Gorrie Memorial Museum

Mark F. Boyd of Tallahassee, a former president of the
Florida Historical Society, was the principal speaker at the dedication of the John Gorrie Memorial Museum at Apalachicola on
November 13, 1957.
Dr. Gorrie, who came to Apalachicola as a practicing physician in 1833, patented a machine for the manufacture of ice
more than a century ago. A scale model of the machine is on
display in the museum. Dioramas and exhibits depict life in
Apalachicola and the work of Dr. Gorrie as a physician there.
The museum, which is located across the street from Dr.
Gorrie’s grave, was planned and constructed by the Florida State
Museum for the Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials.
Fort Caroline National Memorial
The opening of the Fort Caroline museum on November 1,
1957 is undoubtedly the most important event in the recording
and depiction of history in Duval County. It marks the site of
the ill-fated 1564 French Huguenot fort on St. Johns Bluff
and stands as a symbol of the accomplishments of Charles E.
Bennett, M. C., C. Ray Vinten and Albert C. Manucy of the
National Park Service and others who contributed to this fulfillment of years of planning and work. John R. De Weese is superintendent at the memorial. Visiting hours are from 8:30 to 5:00
P.M. on Fridays through Sundays.
Activities of Historical Societies
The new facilities of the Polk County Historical Commission
are now located in the Polk County court house. A large air
conditioned room has been set aside by the county commissioners
to house the 1,435 film strips and approximately 800 volumes
of war and family records and lineage books. Winter visitors as
well as residents of the state have made extensive use of the
Commission’s library.
Mrs. Isabel Dyer, the Commission’s librarian for the past
three years, has reported that the library has three film readers
which can be used to study copies of the federal census records,
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some of which date to 1790. Other public records are indexed
for the film reader. The census records include the states of
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Virginia from 1820 to 1830 and of North
Carolina and South Carolina from 1820 to 1880.
The library also has film strip public records for general use
from the following counties in North Carolina: Bladen, Craven,
Dublin, Johnston, New Hanover, Pitt, Sampson and Wayne.
There are other public records from Barnwell and Charleston
counties, South Carolina, and from Fauquier, Prince William and
Stafford counties, Virginia. Many marriage records of the North
Carolina Department of Archives and History and tax digests
of Effingham and Screven counties, Georgia, are in the Commission’s collection.
On October 1, 1957 the following members of the governing
board were elected: Roy P. Gladney, Mulberry, chairman;
Charles T. Thrift, Jr., Lakeland, vice-chairman; D. H. Sloan,
Bartow, secretary; Miss Lillian Carpenter, Bartow; Frank Goodman, Lake Alfred; Edward Kennan, Frostproof; Wallace L.
Storey, Bartow; Judge Chester M. Wiggins, Bartow. The associate board members elected were: R. M. Oglesby, Bartow; Mrs.
David Wright, Eagle Lake; General A. H. Blanding, Bartow;
Mrs. Frank Goodman, Lake Alfred; Mrs. Milo M. Ebert, Lake
Wales; W. H. Purcell, Mulberry and Mrs. W. P. Logan, Lakeland. Honorary board members are Honorable D. B. McKay,
Tampa and Senator Spessard L. Holland, Bartow.

The Hillsborough County Historical Commission, in association with local Confederate societies, dedicated a metal highway
marker on the site of the only land engagement that occurred
near Tampa during the War Between the States.
The marker stands near the intersection of Bayshore and
Gandy Boulevards. Honorable D. B. McKay writes: “At that site
a spirited engagement between Federal and Confederate forces
was fought October 17 - 95 years ago. The Union forces had
successfully made a surprise landing from gunboats anchored
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up the Hillsborough river, they fell back under Confederate fire
without entering the city. Numerous casualties were suffered on
both sides.”
*
*
*
Frederick W. Sleight, Director, Central Florida Museum,
Orlando, gave an illustrated lecture at the November meeting
of the St. Augustine Historical Society. In December, Sir Shane
Leslie, distinguished Irish author, and cousin of Sir Winston
Churchill, spoke on the subject, “The Secret Marriage of George
VI and Lady Fitzherbert.”
Board member W. I. Drysdale has been appointed chairman
of the St. Augustine 400th Anniversary Committee. Tom Shackford is indexing the Society’s file of The Tatler, a weekly publication which appeared in St. Augustine during the winter seasons, 1892 through 1908. Greville Bathe has privately published
a copiously illustrated book on the history of the St. Johns Railway which may be examined in the Society’s library.
*
*
*
Frank G. Slaughter, author of Florida historical novels, spoke
before the Historical Association of Southern Florida in Miami
on November 20, 1957. His subject, “Florida Before Columbus,”
was based on the research he did prior to writing his most recent
book, The Mapmaker. Copies of charts and models of navigation
instruments were on display.
The Association’s museum building fund was a beneficiary
under the will of the late Dr. J. G. DuPuis, pioneer physician
and civic leader and author of History of Early Medicine, Schools
and Agriculture in Dade County.
Medical Milestones in Florida History, a series of articles by
Dr. Glifford Snyder, a member of the Association, are being
published in the monthly bulletin of the Dade County Medical
Association.
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The Ponce de Leon Chapter and the Lake Wales Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution, dedicated a marker in
Sample Park, Lake Hamilton, on November 20, 1957. The
marker was erected to the memory of Chief Chipco, a Seminole
chief whose village was located on Bonar’s Island in Lake Hamilton.
Mrs. Philip D. Shupe and Mrs. E. E. Adams were chairmen
of the event. Gilbert Richardson of Florida Southern College, a
director of the Florida Historical Society, represented the Society
at the dedication.

The Oldtimers Association met in Gilchrist Park at Plant
City on October 17, 1957 for their 34th annual picnic and
“sing.” Herbert S. Philips gave the principal address. Mr. Philips,
United States District Attorney in Tampa for many years, was a
former resident of Plant City when his father was a Methodist
minister there before the turn of the century. Harry G. McDonald
of Tampa, a member of an early East Hillsborough family, was
chairman of the event. Mrs. Roy Frierson of Tampa was in charge
of the registration of the hundreds of pioneer family members
who attended.

C ONTRIBUTORS
KEVIN E. K EARNEY is a graduate fellow in the Department of
Speech at the University of Florida. After February, 1958,
he will be Instructor in Speech at Butler University.
L E S T E R H ARRIS is an Attorney with an interest in Florida
history. He resides in Orlando.
GEORGE C. O SBORN is Professor of Social Sciences at the University of Florida.
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